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Editor’s Introduction

On the first day of a new civil year, John of Kronstadt puts to his congregation the one question a calendar cannot answer: is anything about us actually new? This short New Year’s sermon, preached in 1899, will not let the turning of the year stand in for the turning of the heart. The renewal he asks after is the daily, unglamorous work of repentance, prayer, and the Eucharist, not a fresh date on the wall.

The homily works like a mirror held up twice. First John weighs the modest gains a year of grace can leave behind (a sharper wariness of sin, a deepened taste for prayer, a truer sense of virtue’s worth) against the same old sins that persist in spite of them. Then, near the close, he turns the mirror on his hearers directly, pressing them with questions borrowed from Paul and the Gospel: do we bear one another’s burdens, are we merciful as the Father is merciful? Characteristically, he insists this renewal has no source outside the Church: heretics, schismatics, and sectarians, he warns, can never reach it. It is a note struck briefly here that recurs at length in his more developed apologetic sermons.
A Sermon for the New Year 1899

«If anyone is in Christ, he has become a new creation.» (2Cor 5:17).

Today a new year begins, granted to us by the mercy of the Creator without beginning. The past year is as though it never was—it swept by like a dream. But it was no dream: it was reality, and all our thoughts, desires, intentions, words, deeds, virtues, and sins are recorded in heaven—and we will have to give an account of all of it before the righteous, all-knowing Judge.

From us, as rational beings, a rational life is required; from us, created for good works, a virtuous life is required, and a turning away from wicked deeds, thoughts, and desires; from us, who have corrupted ourselves with sin, a renewed life is required, by the renewing power of God’s grace. Let us live that life, then, and bring the fruits of righteousness and renewal to our common Creator, who made us for righteousness and incorruption.

But where is the new life in us, as we enter the new year? Do I have it? Do you? Is it not, once again, the same old sinful life for everyone? The same sluggishness, the same idleness, the same spiritual laziness, the same standing still on the path of spiritual progress?

Alas! We are all old sinners, men and women alike: for however much we have prayed, however much we have repented, however often we have partaken of the life-giving Body and Blood of Christ our God, we still feel in ourselves the same sins, the same passions.

And yet there is something good in us too, by the grace of God: we have grown more cautious, more watchful against sin; we have come to recognize better its cunning, the swiftness of its attack, its violence, its tyranny, its ruin, its shame, its madness. Faith has grown in us; we have acquired more of a taste for prayer, come to value it more, to live by it; we have learned better the worth, the beauty, and the vitality of virtue. We have turned more often to God as Savior, Comforter, Helper, All-powerful Physician, Intercessor, and Refuge of souls oppressed and pursued by the enemies of salvation.

The grace of God is undoubtedly doing its work in us: it contends against sin, overcomes it, and brings us peace and freedom and the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

We have known within ourselves the fierce and stubborn war of sin—but we have also felt the victory of grace over every kind of sin that wars against us, and we rejoice in spirit in Christ our Lord, the all-powerful Victor and Destroyer of sin within us.

So it is that every day, though we fall, we are also renewed in spirit, overcoming the sins that corrupt the soul and putting on the new man, created in righteousness and true holiness.

This spiritual renewal is accomplished only in the Church and through her participation; without the Church, without her mediation and help, no one can be renewed. To her alone has God given the grace that renews and saves.

Heretics, schismatics, and sectarians can never attain the grace of renewal, and they will perish unless they turn back in repentance to the Church. Glory and thanksgiving to the Lord, who renews us through the holy Church every day and every hour.

So then, brothers and sisters, take note of yourselves: are you being renewed every day by faith, prayer, repentance, self-judgment, and self-correction? Are you becoming gentle, free of malice, kindly disposed toward everyone? Are you obedient to the Lord in all things? Do you labor, in spirit and in body, for the glory of God and for the good of yourselves and your neighbors?

If we are doing this, then we may sincerely congratulate ourselves on the New Year, because we meet the coming year with the pledge of fruitful repentance and Christian virtue.

But if we go on being self-loving, lazy, intemperate, malicious, cunning, envious, greedy for money, stingy, given to fornication, foul-mouthed, abusive, hard-hearted, thieving, and deceitful, then there is no reason to deceive ourselves and congratulate ourselves on the New Year: it is, and will go on being, nothing but the old year, so long as we remain on the old leaven of sin and every kind of vice.

So then: is it a new year for us? Do we have a new heart? A new spirit—that is, a spirit of meekness, humility, self-restraint, righteousness, and holiness? Do we set our minds on the things above (Col 3:2)? Do we lay down our souls for one another, and help carry one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2)? Are we merciful, as our Father in heaven is merciful (Lk 6:36)? If so—then truly I congratulate both myself and you on the New Year.

But if not, then in any case I congratulate both myself and all of you on the new civil, astronomical year, and I wish that we may spend it well, to the glory of God and for our salvation, with good success in our life, our households, and our common life together. Amen.

St. Righteous John of Kronstadt
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The Author: Saint John of Kronstadt

Saint John of Kronstadt (1829–1908) was a Russian Orthodox archpriest, pastor, and spiritual writer, and one of the most beloved and influential figures of the late Russian Church. A married parish priest rather than a monk or a bishop, he became renowned across the whole empire for his fervent celebration of the Divine Liturgy, his ministry of prayer and healing, and his tireless charity among the poor of Kronstadt.

He was born Ioann Ilyich Sergiev to a poor clerical family in the far north of Russia, in the village of Sura in the Arkhangelsk province. He was educated at the Saint Petersburg Theological Academy, and in 1855 was ordained to serve at Saint Andrew’s Cathedral in Kronstadt, the naval town near the capital, where he would remain for more than half a century. He gave himself to the destitute of the town, founding the House of Diligence to give work and dignity to the poor, and thousands sought him out for confession, counsel, and prayer.

He is best remembered for his spiritual masterwork My Life in Christ, a collection of reflections drawn from his diaries on prayer, repentance, and the Eucharist, marked throughout by a vivid sense of the reality of God and of the Church’s Mysteries. His many sermons, catechetical talks, and later diaries—among them A Living Ear of Wheat and his Lenten preaching—extend the same ardent, experiential piety, and everywhere his eucharistic realism is stated without reserve.

He reposed in 1908 and was mourned throughout Russia. He was glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia in 1964 and by the Moscow Patriarchate in 1990, and is commemorated on 20 December and on 1 June, the day of his glorification. His writings remain a standard of modern Orthodox spiritual life.
Colophon

A Sermon for the New Year 1899

by St. John of Kronstadt.



This edition was produced by

Royal Archives.



The cover features

March (1895)

by Isaac Levitan, Wikimedia Commons, which is in the public domain.

The text is set in Palatino and Georgia.



The first edition of this ebook was released on

September 26, 2026.
EPUB/nav.xhtml

    
      A Sermon for the New Year 1899


      
        		
          Cover
        


        		
          Title Page
        


        		
          Copyright
        


        		
          Editor’s Introduction
        


        		
          A Sermon for the New Year 1899
        


        		
          Scripture Index
        


        		
          The Author: Saint John of Kronstadt
        


        		
          Colophon
        


      


    
    
      Guide


      
        		
          Cover
        


        		
          Title Page
        


        		
          Begin Reading
        


        		
          Scripture Index
        


        		
          Colophon
        


      


    
  

EPUB/images/cover.jpg
A SERMON FOR THE
NEW YEAR 1899

JOHN OF KRONSTADT





