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Editor’s Introduction

The third and final volume of collected sermons for the Sundays after Pentecost—this one covering the sixteenth through the twenty-fifth Sundays—drawn from the Gospel readings appointed for each week: the parable of the talents, the Canaanite woman’s persistent faith, the miraculous catch of fish and the calling of the first Apostles, the parable of the sower, the healing of the demon-possessed man of the Gadarenes, the raising of Jairus’s daughter and the healing of the woman with the flow of blood, the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, and the parable of the Good Samaritan.

As in the earlier volumes, several Sundays recur with more than one sermon on the same Gospel text. A sustained theme throughout is the peril of hardheartedness toward the poor, developed most fully in the several sermons on the rich man and Lazarus, alongside a recurring call to living, active faith as the means of both bodily and spiritual healing.
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An Instruction for the 16th Sunday After Pentecost

Did you hear, beloved brothers, the Savior’s parable of the talents from today’s Gospel reading? This parable is most instructive. Everyone needs to know its meaning and remember it always. Incline your ear. Here is its meaning. It speaks of servants to whom a master, setting off for a distant country, entrusted his estate: «to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his own ability» (Mt 25:14-30). Notice: these servants are us, people. This master is our Lord Jesus Christ, our Creator, the Distributor of talents, who has ascended from us into heaven, who sits at the right hand of the Father, and who will come again to earth to judge the living and the dead. The estate, or the talents, are the powers and abilities of the soul, as well as the powers of the body, which God has given us, and with which, in this age, we all act, which we put out, as it were, to profit, and by means of which, according to our own skill and diligence, we multiply our spiritual wealth. By the talents we should also understand whatever service in society God has entrusted to each person, according to his abilities, or whatever material wealth someone possesses. By the sense of the parable, whoever has received more talents from the Lord must, naturally, do more good for his neighbors, must perfect himself more in this present life for the life to come; and from whoever has received less, less will be required in the accounting. From the ordinary person it will be required: did he labor conscientiously and conduct his affairs honestly; did the rich man not amass his wealth by deceit, cunning, or intrigue, or by gambling and usury; did he himself live, and did he raise his children, in the fear of God; did he fulfill the Christian duty of prayer, was he sanctified by the Mysteries, did he give alms? Each will bear his own burden. From the priest an account will be required of his ministry, his teaching, and his life: did he teach his flock the faith and a good life, did he raise them for eternal life? But listen further to the parable. The one who received five talents (a weight of silver) from the master went and set to work, and gained five more talents besides; the one who received two gained two more; but the one who received one went and buried his master’s talent in the ground—that is, spent his whole life in senseless, inexcusable laziness, eating, drinking, making merry, enriching himself by every possible means, only to live merrily here, while taking no thought for that other life, for faith, for prayer, for good deeds. It is clear that his talent lies buried in the ground, since our talents—that is, our heart, our mental faculties—are not an earthly treasure but a spiritual one, not meant to lie in the ground, not meant to be spent only on earthly affairs, but a heavenly, spiritual treasure, by means of which we must school ourselves in heavenly, holy conduct and lay hold of eternal life. «Lay up for yourselves no treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy», says the Lord, «and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in and steal» (Mt 6:19-20; Lk 12:33-34)—that is, do good deeds not for the earth and earthly, worldly advantage, but for heaven, for God, for eternity. So then, honor, brothers, to the servants who received five and two talents and multiplied their master’s estate; shame, the utmost shame, to the one who received one talent and, out of laziness and stubbornness, buried it in the ground. And there are many people, unworthy of the name of man, who bury their own talent in the ground, who only drink, eat, make merry, deceive, steal, and so forth. But see what awaits both kinds of servants: the time comes to give an account of how the master’s silver was used. The master comes—that is, the Lord, who ascended into heaven, comes to the dread judgment to demand an account from His servants. His servants, to whom the talents were entrusted, appear before Him. The one who received five talents comes forward and shows the master ten talents; then the one who received two comes and shows four. The Lord, commending each of them for their increase, says: well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of your master. Then the one who received one talent comes forward, and what does he do? Having done nothing while the master was away, when this master returns, the lazy servant speaks impudently to him, calling Him a hard man, who reaps where He has not sown and gathers where He has not scattered seed. Is this not exactly how, brothers, all lazy, unkind, unfaithful Christians speak, who, in excuse for their inexcusable laziness in laboring for good, for forming themselves according to the spirit of the Christian faith, lay the blame on the faith and the Church, on the Lord Himself, calling the precepts of the faith hard and impossible to keep, and daring to call the good Lord some sort of harsh master who demands what is almost impossible! O lazy servants! Look at your fellow servants who received five and two talents: they will convict you. How did they multiply their talents; how is it they say nothing of the kind to their master? But see, brothers, what the lazy servant says further to the master: since You are such and such a master, he says, I, being afraid, went and hid Your talent in the ground; here is what is Yours. In the ground: where is this, if not in one’s own sinful flesh, having exhausted one’s powers and abilities in satisfying one’s passions? Come, brothers, to the grave of the lazy man, and sigh there heavily, heavily; for there you will see his one and only talent buried in the ground; he did nothing for heaven; he carried everything with him into the earth. You spoke truly, poor man, a man worthy of eternal tears! But here is the sentence of the righteous Judge upon him and those like him: you wicked and lazy servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed; therefore you ought to have deposited My silver with the bankers, and at My coming I would have received back My own with interest. How could the Lord not require a profit of good deeds from Christians, when He has given, to help them, all the treasures of His assisting and all-effecting grace; how could He not require of a Christian a profit—for his own eternal blessedness—when, in the Lord’s own world, a tree bears abundant fruit every year, when a grain of seed yields a profit in the field? Truly the Lord requires a due profit; and it is a sin, a grievous sin, for a Christian not to bear the fruit of virtue in his life, and to remain a barren fig tree, taking up ground in vain. Hear, finally, the judgment upon the lazy servant: the Lord says: «so then, take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness: there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth» (Mt 25:28-30). Fear, brothers, grips the soul, when one considers that among Christians there are a great many lazy servants, who live carelessly, in pleasures, and give no thought at all to that fearsome, eternal outer darkness, where unceasing weeping and gnashing of teeth await them. O Lord! Do Your will with us! We pray to You, that all lazy servants may turn to You in repentance and virtue. But if not, then they are truly worthy of Your fearsome, yet righteous, judgment. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! Amen.
A Word for the 17th Sunday After Pentecost, on the Power of Faith, Hope, and Patience in Prayer

Today, my brothers, there was read from the Gospel of Matthew the account of the Canaanite woman’s persistent petition to Jesus Christ on behalf of her demon-possessed daughter.

The holy Evangelist speaks of this thus: at that time «Jesus departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying: have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed. But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying: send her away, for she cries out after us. But He answered and said: I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then she came and worshiped Him, saying: Lord, help me! But He answered and said: it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs. And she said: yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. Then Jesus answered and said to her: O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire. And her daughter was healed from that very hour» (Mt 15:21-28). Here the Gospel ends.

How instructive for us, brothers and sisters, is this Canaanite woman, this mother! Love for her daughter, who suffered severely from the tormenting power of the demon, drove her to seek the salvation of the unfortunate girl from the divine, almighty Wonderworker, and she did not leave off from the Benefactor and Savior until she had received what she asked, even though her faith and boldness met with no small trials! She met, it seems, with a refusal once, twice, three times, yet she was not troubled; she did not despair; she did not say: no, I will ask and trouble Him no further; clearly I am not worthy—but kept nourishing a firm hope in the Wonderworker. At first the Knower of hearts answered her not a word to her petition—in order to rouse in her a still stronger faith and hope and a still more fervent prayer, for through obstacles faith and hope, together with prayer, in some souls gain more and more strength and vigor, and blaze up more brightly, whereas in the fainthearted and weak of soul they weaken or go out entirely. Indeed, the Canaanite woman did not weaken in faith, hope, and prayer, but began to plead and cry out still more strongly, following after the Lord and His disciples, so that they themselves began to intercede for her, that He would send her away. The Lord, as though unwilling to listen either to her or to His disciples, says that He was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel—that is, to the Jews, to whom promises, revelations, and prophecies had been given concerning His coming into the world and the salvation of people through Him. Despite this second refusal, she comes up to the Lord Himself, worships Him, and says: Lord, help me! Notice how great her faith, her hope, her boldness! Though a pagan, she confesses Him as Lord, Son of David, the almighty King of spirits, trusts in His boundless goodness, which embraces not only the Jews but the pagans too, and, like a servant to her Lord, or rather, like a daughter to her Father, boldly says: Lord, help me! When the Lord said: it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs—meaning by dogs the pagans who did not know the true God, to whose number this woman too belonged—she was not in the least offended by such a name, recognizing that she was worthy of such a reproachful title, and said: yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. Such faith, hope, humility, and patience were pleasing to the Savior; He praised her for her great faith and said: O woman, great is your faith; let it be to you as you desire. And her daughter was healed from that very hour. Yes, such a mother deserves applause! The Lord found a like faith in a certain Roman centurion, also a former idolater, who had a beloved servant at the point of death, healed by the Lord at the centurion’s petition and great faith—and in his praise the Lord said: «I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel» (Mt 8:10). After this I will say to all of you, brothers and sisters: learn to believe in this way, to hope in this way, and to ask the Lord, or the Mother of God, in this way, with such boldness and persistence as the Canaanite woman asked for her daughter, as the centurion asked for his servant—and you will receive according to your desire, if it is pleasing to God and profitable for you. «Ask», says the Lord, «and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you» (Mt 7:7). The Canaanite woman depicts our soul; her demon-possessed daughter depicts our passion-ridden flesh, tormented by various passions every day. In whatever distress the Canaanite woman and her daughter were, in such distress are we too, you and I. From my youth many passions have warred against me, but do You Yourself defend and save me, O my Savior! Why is it that these passions, these demons acting in our hearts, so brazenly, so often, gain mastery over people, torment, torture, and put to shame those possessed by them? Because these people have no strong faith, do not pray fervently and persistently, do not have a firm desire to be delivered from them. Oh, who might send us such a mother as the Canaanite woman, who would pray to the Lord for us with the same faith, hope, and love as that woman prayed for her daughter, so that, for the sake of her prayer, the Lord might have mercy on us and cast out our own passions, healing us of our own frenzies! For our flesh is fiercely tormented by demons. But, brothers, we have One far greater than the Canaanite woman—our unashamed and all-merciful Intercessor and Advocate, the all-good and most pure Mother of our God Himself, ever ready to intercede before her Son and God for our deliverance from the frenzy and fury of the passions, if only we would always turn to her with faith and hope, in repentance, from a sincere heart, with a prayer for help. Her intercession is all-powerful, faithful, and to be trusted, for she is the Mother of the Lord Himself, the Creator of creation, and her Son and God, as a debtor to His Mother, will fulfill every petition of hers on our behalf. Let us always take refuge in her, under her mighty protection. But let us also, for our own part, sharpen and increase our own faith in the Lord, our own hope and our own love for God and neighbor, and continually take refuge in repentance in the Lord Himself, as did that Canaanite woman; for the Lord has given all of us the right to turn boldly to Him too: ask, and it will be given to you; and further: «whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive» (Mt 21:22). So, brothers and sisters, great is the power of faith! The stronger our faith, the greater the saving power of God it draws down upon a person, and there is no sin, no grief or misfortune so great, from which faith could not save. It cleanses sins, delivers from the passions, drives away demons; it heals griefs, cures sicknesses, delivers from death; it raises the dead; it turns enemies into friends, sinners into righteous ones; it moves mountains; it works every kind of wonder. A certain citizen in a certain city, who lives by faith and wages a stubborn war against the passions like a soldier of Christ, told me in conversation that by daily and hourly prayer of repentance and faith he almost ceaselessly seizes from God the power that saves him from every sin and passion, that amid countless temptations and inward falls into sin he in the end always emerges as the victor over the passions and the one who drives away demonic fantasies and delusions, the destroyer of demonic wiles—in a word, that by the mercy of God and by the faith given to him by God, he is a constant miracle to himself. This is what the prayer of faith means, the prayer of repentance! So let us believe, so let us pray, and so let us overcome our own passions! Amen.
A Word for the 17th Sunday After Pentecost

Today, beloved brothers and sisters, there was read the Gospel of Matthew on Jesus Christ’s healing of a demon-possessed girl, at the petition of her mother, a Canaanite woman—that is, an idolatress.

Let us repeat this Gospel in Russian. At one time «Jesus departed» — that is, from Jerusalem — «to the region of Tyre and Sidon», or to the pagans who lived within the borders of the cities of Tyre and Sidon.

«And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying: have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed. But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying: send her away, for she cries out after us. But He answered and said: I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then she came and worshiped Him, saying: Lord, help me! But He answered and said: it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs. And she said: yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. Then Jesus answered and said to her: O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire. And her daughter was healed from that very hour» (Mt 15:21-28). Here the Gospel ends.

Let us listen to Saint John Chrysostom, the ecumenical teacher and hierarch, as he converses with the people, in his own golden words, on the Gospel just read. Behold, a woman of Canaan, says Scripture, came out from that region; the Evangelist mentions the woman in order to point to the miracle and to glorify her. For on hearing the name Canaanite, picture to yourself that lawless people—that is, the people of Canaan, or of Ham, who overturned the very foundations of the laws of nature—and understand the power of Christ’s coming. These Canaanites, who had once been driven out of their own land so that they might not corrupt the Jews, now show more zeal than the Jews themselves. They go out beyond the borders of their own country and come themselves to Christ, while the Jews drive away from themselves the very Christ who came to them. So then, coming to Jesus, the woman says only one thing: have mercy on me, and by her cry draws the crowd to herself. It was truly a moving sight to see a woman crying out with such compassion, a mother pleading for her own daughter, for a daughter suffering so cruelly: she did not dare bring the demon-possessed girl to the Teacher, but, leaving her at home on her bed, pleads herself, and states only the sickness, adding nothing more. And she does not summon the Physician to her own house, but, having stated her calamity and the severity of the sickness, turns to the mercy of the Master and cries out with a loud voice. But He answered her not a word. What does this extraordinary conduct of Jesus mean? He does not even deign to give her an answer. Who would not be tempted to doubt Jesus, seeing conduct so at odds with the report of Him? It was said that He Himself went about the villages in order to heal the sick; but here He turns away even the one who came to Him. Whom would not such suffering and such submission move, with which the woman pleaded for her ill-fated daughter! But she was not tempted, and did not fall into despondency or despair. Even the disciples themselves were moved by the woman’s misfortune, were troubled and grieved; and, being troubled, they did not dare say to Him: show her mercy—but, coming up to Him, urged Him, saying: send her away, for she cries out after us; and He answers: I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. How, then, did the woman act? Did she fall silent, hearing this? Did she go away? Did she lose courage? No! She increased her pleading still further. We do not act this way. If we do not receive what we ask, we stop asking, when we ought instead to ask still more earnestly. Whom would the Savior’s words not have perplexed? Christ’s silence alone would have been enough to drive the Canaanite woman to despair; still more could His answer have done this—yet she did not lose hope, but, seeing the powerlessness of her intercessors, armed herself with a praiseworthy boldness. Before, she did not even dare to appear before the Lord’s face, but now she draws nearer still and worships Him, saying: Lord, help me! And what does Christ do? He increases her perplexity still further, saying: it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs. Having deigned to answer her, the Lord struck her still more by this very answer than by His silence; the more she increases her plea, the more decisively He refuses. He no longer calls the Jews sheep, but children, and her a dog. How, then, does the woman act? She finds, in His very words, her own defense. If I am a dog, she says, then I am not a stranger, since even dogs in their masters’ house are fed on the crumbs. This is why Christ delayed in giving her help—to show her faith and her wisdom. He did not wish to hide the woman’s great virtue, and what He said to her, He said not to reproach her, but to call her to Himself and to reveal the treasure of faith hidden in her soul. But you, with faith, should also recognize her humility. The Lord says to her: it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs; but she says: yes, Lord—that is, we pagans, who did not know the true God, are like unreasoning beasts, while the Jews, who believed in the one God, are children of God. The Lord calls the Jews children, and she calls them masters; He calls her a dog, and she ascribes to herself even the very behavior proper to a dog. What, then, does Christ do? «O woman!» He says, «great is your faith!» He had delayed thus far in giving help precisely so that He might speak these words and crown the woman. «Let it be to you as you desire. And her daughter was healed from that very hour». Her faith accomplished what the apostles could not do. Such is the power of unrelenting prayer. God wishes that, in our own needs, we ourselves would ask Him more than others would intercede for us. Though the Apostles had more boldness, it was the woman who showed great patience. So far Chrysostom. Let me add only this from myself: let us too entreat the Lord with the same faith, the same hope, as persistently as the Canaanite woman—and we too will receive what we ask for in our needs. Amen.
A Word for the 18th Sunday After Pentecost

«And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking» (Lk 5:6).

Today, my beloved brothers, there was read the Gospel of Luke on the Lord Jesus Christ’s preaching of the word of God from a boat by the Sea of Gennesaret—then of the Lord’s command to Peter the fisherman to let down his net into the deep, and of the extraordinarily great catch of fish, from which the nets were breaking and the boats were beginning to sink; of the fishermen’s terror at so wondrous a catch; of Peter’s sense of Christ’s divine majesty and his own deep feeling of his own weaknesses; and of Peter’s calling from a fisherman into a fisher of men, and his immediate following after Him. Peter’s following is itself a miracle of Christ.

Word for word, this Gospel reads thus in the Russian translation: «So it was, as the multitude pressed about Him to hear the word of God, that He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets. Then He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat. When He had stopped speaking, He said to Simon: launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch. But Simon answered and said to Him: Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net. And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying: depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord! For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus told Simon: do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men. So when they had brought their boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him» (Lk 5:1-11). Here today’s Gospel ends.

Let us congratulate the simple, humble, and hardworking fisherman Peter on his elevation to the apostolic rank and to the calling of a fisher of men—and, with him, the other fishermen too, James and John, and Andrew, for at that same time all of them followed Christ and became His disciples and apostles, and splendidly carried out their saving task, drawing up the human race, each in his own measure, from the depths of sinful delusion and vanity. But let us turn to the divine Person of the Savior: I am struck with wonder and delight by the most bright, marvelous image of the divine majesty of Christ, as the Creator of all creation and the Savior of mankind; and His human image, too, is altogether beautiful, as one free of every defect; for His whole life, even in His humanity, was perfect—but now I turn my particular attention to His Godhead. Here I see the unreasoning fish obeying Him, filling the fishermen’s nets at the beckoning of His majesty; and here, too, I see rational creation—human beings—obeying His majesty without question, forsaking, at His word, everything: homes, families, their own honest and cheerful trade, and following after Christ, who had nowhere to lay His head—which is itself the greatest of miracles. Here, and in another instance too, I see that He knows every human heart, all our thoughts, intentions, and deeds; that He possesses perfect knowledge of everything past, present, and future. There I see Him as the King of the hosts of angels, who submissively sing of His becoming man and serve Him as Creator at His birth and throughout His earthly life; here I see Him as the fearsome, almighty Commander of evil spirits, who tremble at His majesty and come out of the people possessed by them at a single word from Him, or from the word of the Apostles, to whom He gave power over demons. Here I see His divine majesty over water and air: for the water bears Him upon its surface without wetting Him; the waves lie down in an instant at a single word from Him; the storm, too, falls still in an instant at His word; here He rebukes the fire raging within a living body, and the fire ceases at once; here, by His power, He shakes the whole earth like a tree’s leaf, and shatters ancient stone crags; there He extinguishes the sun in the middle of the day, and deep darkness covers the whole earth; there He shows His divine power over every sickness, decisively healing every ailment and every infirmity in people, either by a word together with the touch of His life-originating hand, or by a word alone; here I see Him as the Master of life and death—for instance, when I see Lazarus, dead four days and already decaying, coming forth from the tomb at His word, entirely healthy and strong, or a dead youth rising up from his bier; there I see Him as the One who will raise the whole human race from the dead, and the righteous Judge of the living and the dead, and the Father of the age to come without end, the King of the endless kingdom; everywhere, from His words and deeds, I see that every creature, animate and inanimate, obeys Him; I see His dominion over the whole universe, over the living and the dead, over all-destroying hell itself; but what especially and pleasantly astonishes me is that He delivers sinners who believe and sincerely repent from countless transgressions, as He did the harlot, the tax collector, and the thief, and sets them upon, and establishes them on, the saving path that leads to eternal life, and saves them from righteous condemnation and eternal torment, and turns sinners into righteous ones. This is above and beyond every other miracle. For it was to save sinners that He came into the world, became man, wearied His most pure feet, Himself taught, worked wonders, suffered, died, and rose from the dead; for this He chose the Apostles and sent them into the world to draw people up out of the abyss of ruin, clothed them entirely with Himself, made them wise and girded them from on high, giving them the Holy Spirit and the power to work countless miracles, to drive out demons, and to shatter all their fantasies and terrors; for this He founded His Church on earth, entrusted to her His divine word, and gave her His saving laws, her sacred hierarchy, her divine services, her Mysteries, every divine power for life and godliness (2Pet 1:3), and her whole order. Glory and thanksgiving to the Lord for His saving, wondrous, and all-good providence! This is what I wished to say to you today concerning the Gospel we have just read—that is, to present to you, according to my own strength, on the basis of the Gospel, in a marvelous light and majesty, the divine, wondrous, all-wise, almighty, and all-saving majesty of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, in order to rouse and strengthen, in myself and in you, faith in Him, hope in Him, and fervent love, reverence, and gratitude toward Him, as toward the eternal God, in order to awaken zeal for the salvation of our own souls, reverence and diligence toward the Holy Church, toward her ministers, called by Him and clothed with His authority—toward the saving ordinances of the Church, toward divine worship, and toward the whole God-established order. Now let me turn my attention to the words the Lord spoke to Peter, after he, terrified by so extraordinarily great a catch of fish and by the creative majesty of the Savior, said to Him: depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord! What did the Lord say to him in reply?—He said: do not be afraid; from now on you will catch men. What do these words mean? They mean this: do not fear Me, Peter, though I am the Creator and the eternal, almighty God, who made and sustains the whole universe by His own word; but I have come not to terrify or destroy you, My rational sheep, seized by the invisible wolf, but to have mercy and to save. The serpent of the abyss—the devil—has caught My beloved creation, made in My own image and likeness, in his own destructive snares; I have come Myself to draw up people, like speechless fish, with My saving, gracious net, out of the depths of sin and ruin, into My gracious and glorious kingdom. Go: I am making you My fellow worker; be a fisher of men; preach to them the word of the kingdom of God, of casting off the yoke of sin through repentance, of mercy and forgiveness for those who repent, of reconciliation with God. This is what the Savior’s words to Peter mean! From this, take note of the high calling of the Apostolate, and the calling of the Apostles’ successors: bishops, priests, and deacons. They are your shepherds and teachers, fellow workers with God; their chief task is to save human souls from sin and eternal ruin, to enlighten them with the light of the Gospel of Christ, to guide them onto the path of virtue, to lead them toward their eternal homeland. Honor them, pray for them, that they may rightly divide the word of truth, that the Lord may clothe them in righteousness and holiness, and hold them in special love, for the sake of their work. In our own day a coldness toward pastors is to be observed; this is an unfavorable sign of our present time, when faith among the greater part of the people is in decline, when the morals of Christians have grown extremely slack and corrupted, when zeal for the salvation of souls has gone out in many, and an exclusive love for this temporal life, and various passions, have become the beginning of every undertaking, of the whole of life.

By the prayers of Your holy Apostles, O Lord, have mercy on and save us all. Amen.
A Word for the 18th Sunday After Pentecost (6)

«Do not be afraid: from now on you will catch men» (Lk 5:10).

To the glory of God and the salvation of Christian souls, I wish today, beloved brothers, to say a brief word on the catching of men. When the Apostle Peter, having let down his fishing net into the Sea of Gennesaret at the Lord’s word, drew it up full of a great multitude of fish, though he had labored all night before and caught nothing—and when, terrified by so wondrous a catch, he fell down at the Savior’s knees and begged Him to depart from him, as from a sinner unworthy to be with the Lord—the Savior said to him: do not be afraid; from now on you will catch men—that is, this wondrous catch of fish by Peter signified his future successes, with the Savior’s cooperation, in the preaching of the Gospel, or in drawing people up out of the abyss of ruin into eternal life. The catching of men out of the abyss of ruin into unending, blessed life in the heavens continues, brothers, even now, and will continue until the end of the age, when the doors of the kingdom of heaven will be shut and the net of the kingdom will be entirely full. Yes, beloved brothers, we are being caught, caught continually: on the one hand, by the Lord, His Angels, the Apostles, the God-bearing men—through callings of love and peace into the kingdom of eternal life, eternal light, rest, and blessedness, through the voice of conscience, the word of God, divine worship, the Mysteries of the faith; on the other hand, by Satan and his accomplices—the spirits of malice beneath the heavens, and lawless people—through various seductions, into the kingdom of eternal death, eternal darkness, and comfortless, unending torment. «Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour» (1Pet 5:8), the Apostle Peter warns Christians; the holy Apostle Paul wishes that Christians who do not live in a Christian manner might «come to themselves out of the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will» (2Tim 2:26).

We are caught, brothers: because we are free-willed sinners, limping on both feet, the Lord catches us: because we, though Christians, wander from the true path, forget and have forgotten our Benefactor and Creator, have gone away from Him into a far country by the path of attachment to the goods of this temporal life—and without the net of His teaching, without His divine word, without sanctification and renewal by His life-giving Mysteries, we would perish beyond recall; on the other hand, Satan continually catches us with various baits of sensual, swiftly vanishing pleasures, with the allure of various passions: because he sees the possibility of this in our sinful inclination toward the pleasures of coarse sensuality, and, therefore, the possibility of destroying us forever. So then, beloved brothers, let each of us keep a strict watch over himself; let each look to see whose net he is in: whether in the Lord’s net, and if in the Lord’s net, then let him bless his own lot, for he is in the net of life—but let him also watch, lest he fall out of it, and lest he become entangled in the devil’s nets, and, having become entangled, let him strive to free himself from it as quickly as possible, for his position is ruinous: he is caught in the net of death. All Christians who follow Christ the Savior in faith and deeds, «making no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts» (Rom 13:14), and crucifying it «with its passions and lusts» (Gal 5:24), are in the net of God, while Christians of little faith or unbelieving, living without Christ in heart and on tongue, without prayers and deeds of virtue, doing the will of the flesh and of their own thoughts, are in the net of the devil. Would you like to see how this twofold catching happens—one unto salvation, the other unto ruin? Let me give one example, which thoughtful Christians will, by analogy, apply also to many other instances in their own lives. Here, a humble monk or nun comes up to you with a cross, in the name of the cross, or a beggar in the name of Christ: some ask you to cast a mite from your surplus into the treasury of the Church of God, another asks you to give him something for his necessary sustenance. Be attentive, beloved, to these persons: in their person Christ Himself undoubtedly comes to you, and reminds you, through them, of His own words spoken in the Gospel: «inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me» (Mt 25:40). He wishes, by your very act of mercy, to catch you in the net of His kingdom; He seeks, in your almsgiving, an occasion to justify you, sinners, at His dread judgment, which will inevitably come to pass. Take heed, then: give what you can to the one who asks, in the name of Christ; be merciful, that you yourselves may be counted worthy of mercy on that day, fearsome for all; do not fear: your almsgiving will not be forgotten; redeem, while there is still time, your own sinful soul at the price of mercy to the servants of the Lord. But now, I see, the servants of Christ walk away from some of you with nothing. I look again: an announcement is brought to you, inviting you to the horse races, and what do I see? You go with a contented look; you spare no money, so as to watch and delight in the brutish spectacle. I warn you, beloved, for the time to come, be on your guard: here Satan is catching you in his own nets, and your silver coins, spent at the racetrack, will convict you on that day—of your attachment to empty pleasures, of your neglect of the works of faith and piety, of the works of mercy toward the lesser brethren of Christ, of your pagan manner of life. You may laugh at me, perhaps, on hearing these words, and call me a dreamer, an unsolicited moralizer, a man behind the times. But I pity you, and I say to you: «woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep» (Lk 6:25). Woe to you who spend your time at the horse races; woe to you who applaud and laugh at the animals and their riders. Woe to you: because you have not infrequently traded the church service of a feast day for the horse races and human frenzy; because you have abandoned the Church—your Mother, your Savior—and neglected her divine services, and live not as Christians but as pagans; woe—because you have refused those in need of their daily bread, in order to save your money for the entertainment of the spectacle; woe—because many of you, after the racetrack, as at every other time, give yourselves over to drunkenness and dissipation; and to what better end could animal and human races ever lead? I do not say this of everyone, but of some; let conscience tell each one to whom this is said. Is this what Christians ought to do, for whom the Son of God came down to earth, that He might lead them up from earth to heaven, that, in place of empty, coarse pleasures degrading to their immortal, God-like soul, He might give them eternal blessedness—a blessedness such as has never even entered their heart here? Is this what a Christian does, one being prepared for the blessed contemplation of the Thrice-Radiant, One Godhead? I warn, as a shepherd, the beloved flock entrusted to me by God, against this soul-damaging attachment to attending circuses and theaters, and I entreat everyone, in the name of God, to be attentive to themselves, to cleanse themselves of every defilement of flesh and spirit, and especially to be merciful to the poor. Each one’s day is near, beloved brothers—that is, the day of death and of the particular judgment over the sinful soul. «The righteous Judge is at the door» (Jac 5:9). But the enemy’s nets are everywhere too. «Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation» (Mt 26:41).

Be, O God, the Defender of our souls, for we all walk in the midst of the enemy’s nets; deliver us from them, and catch all of us in the net of Your kingdom, and save us, O good One, as the Lover of mankind. Amen.
An Instruction for the 18th Sunday After Pentecost

«He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat» (Lk 5:3).

What do I see? What a sight, at which heaven itself marvels! The pre-eternal Son of God, the Creator

of the Angels, borne upon the Cherubim, the Maker of heaven and earth, surrounded by the small number of His chosen disciples, sits in a boat, rocked by the waves of the sea; the pre-eternal Word of the eternal Father—He Himself, in the humble form of a man, teaches a people plunged into the darkness of ignorance. O boundless goodness, O boundless condescension! Behold, O man, what your God, your Maker, your Savior has done for you! He Himself came to enlighten you, to teach you the knowledge of God, the knowledge of His will. He Himself came to save you, a perishing sinner. See how dearly, how highly, He values your salvation! And how do you value this condescension, and your own salvation? Oh, it seems you have forgotten who you are and why you came into this world. You have forgotten that you are a being made in the image of God, that you are immortal in soul and will one day be immortal in a transfigured, spiritual body too; you have forgotten that you are called to do righteousness and holiness and to keep the commandments of God, which «are not burdensome» (1Jn 5:3), by the Apostle’s word. You do your own fleshly, sinful, ruinous will, and are mired in lawlessness, drowning in it. But let us see what our wondrous Teacher does next. When He had stopped teaching, He said to Simon, the owner of the boat: «launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch. But Simon answered and said to Him: Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net. And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying: depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord! For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus told Simon: do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men» (Lk 5:1-11). Wondrous deeds from our wondrous Teacher! A single creative gesture—and a multitude of sea fish filled the fishing net. Here, on the land, stood a multitude of people, drawn by His heavenly teaching and His miracles; and here, in the nets, a multitude of speechless fish, depicting mankind, unable to answer before the divine righteousness. But it was not for himself and his companions that Peter caught, at the Savior’s word, so many fish: for, as the Gospel says further, having brought both boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him; which means the wealth of the sea fell to the people, among whom there were, without doubt, many poor as well—a rich catch fell to the people, as it were a reward for hearing the Word of God. And what falls to us from our divine Teacher? To us He has left His saving, sweet, wondrous word. Let us make use of it, as a bottomless treasure, for our own enlightenment and salvation. What, then, from this word—precisely from today’s word—shall we take for our own edification? We, the shepherds and fishers of human souls, shall take for our edification the words the Lord spoke to Peter: do not be afraid, from now on you will catch men—that is, you will, with the utmost understanding and the utmost diligence, care for the salvation of human souls perishing in the abyss of sin; and all of us, both we and you, shall take for our own lesson the last words of today’s Gospel: they forsook all, and followed Him. In these words there is much edifying thought. The Apostles forsook, for the Lord’s sake, for the salvation of others and of their own selves, everything: their boats with their fish, their nets, their homes, their families, their own habits and attachments, which, being men, they could not but have had, and their own will. Everything—and they followed their heavenly Teacher to the end of their lives, along His saving, cross-bearing path; they followed His holy will—they denied themselves and sin; they set about doing only the righteousness of God; they cared most diligently for the salvation of people from their sins; they taught the will of God; they brought those who had gone astray onto the path of righteousness and salvation, and, once enlightened, cleansed, sanctified, and renewed by the grace of God, they brought them to the heavenly Father, into His eternal dwellings.

Let us too imitate the Apostles, in whatever way we can. They forsook everything and followed the Lord. Let us too forsake—I do not say everything: home, property, and relatives; this is not required of everyone—but let us forsake sin, our own passions, our own sinful leanings, our sinful, harmful habits, everything that draws us into sin, that harms us, that dishonors us, that defiles us, that draws us into eternal ruin, that removes us from God, from His holiness and righteousness, that deprives us of eternal life. Oh, how much sin is in us—this ruinous, devilish seed, this accursed seed choking out the wheat of God! We—our own souls—are this wheat of God: for we were created in the image and likeness of God.

Let us, then, with God’s help, be pure wheat of God; let us strive always to have pure thoughts, pure and holy desires and intentions; let us both speak and do the pure righteousness of God; and let us root out, by every means, the devilish thorn—sin—from our heart, even though this work should prove very, very much not to our liking, even though it should come with sorrow and suffering; for it is better, after all, to endure and suffer a little for a time, than to perish forever. Amen.
A Word for the 18th Sunday After Pentecost (8)

Today’s Gospel of Luke (Lk 5:1-11) presents to us a moving and majestic spectacle: the Creator of the whole world, the eternal, almighty God, the all-sovereign Giver of every breath, having become like us men in everything except sin—sitting in a fishing boat near the shore, in His humble, all-attractive simplicity, teaches the people, standing in a countless crowd on the shore of the Sea of Gennesaret. Glory to the heavenly Teacher, who came Himself in person to enlighten people gone astray and perishing in the darkness of sin; but honor, too, to the people who, it seems, recognized the worth of such a Teacher and such teaching, and hastened after Him in crowds numbering in the thousands, to hear the word of God; God grant that in our own day, too, the hunger for the word of God may not cease, but rather increase; for the word of God is imperishable food, by which human hearts are fed and strengthened, and a spiritual drink, quenching the thirst of the immortal soul, which, like a thirsting deer, strives toward the fountain of living water. When the heavenly Teacher had finished teaching, He said to Simon Peter, the owner of the boat: «launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch. But Simon answered and said to Him: Master, we have toiled all night and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net. And when they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying: depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord! For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus told Simon: do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men. And when they had brought both boats to land, they forsook all and followed Him» (Lk 5:1-11). Here the Sunday Gospel ends.

In this Gospel everything is instructive and edifying for us: the Lord’s command to Peter to launch out into the deep of the lake and let down the nets for a catch; Simon Peter’s answer to the Lord; the wondrous catch, which almost sank the boat; the terror of Peter and his companions at so unprecedented a catch; and, on account of their sense of the most holy Godhead of Jesus, their sense of their own sins, and Peter’s humble entreaty to the Lord to depart from him, and the Lord’s answer to him: do not be afraid, from now on you will catch men—and, finally, the disciples’ self-denial, the abandonment of so rich a catch, so pleasant and always so desirable to fishermen, and their unreturning, unregretful following after the Savior. Let us reflect, then, with God’s help, on why and how all this is instructive and edifying, so that we too may in fact gain benefit and edification from today’s Gospel reading. Jesus Christ commands Peter to launch out into the deep and let down the nets, and Peter answers: Master! We have toiled all night and caught nothing; but at Your word I will let down the net. In the Savior’s command we see the authority of the Creator of all creation. The Lord knew that Peter and Andrew and their companions had fished all night and caught nothing, but, as God, He commands them to let down the net once more—only to let it down, leaving it to His own divine authority to give the signal to the creatures living in the water to fill the nets. And Peter obeys the Master’s command, even though only moments before he had faced the trial of laboring all night in vain; and the fish, at a single signal from the Lord, immediately fill the nets, showing themselves obedient servants of Him whom, with fear, the countless hosts of Angels serve in heaven; and a plain miracle came to pass, and the divine authority of Jesus Christ over creatures was openly revealed to Peter; and His boundless holiness, and His omniscience—and all his own soul’s weaknesses presented themselves vividly to Peter, and, in fear, he falls down at the knees of Him before whom bows «every knee, of those in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth» (Phil 2:10), and says to Him: depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord! Who would not be moved at heart by this sight of a faithful disciple, falling in fear at the knees of the Lord of glory, and, in an instant, coming to know the whole abyss of distance between the most radiant, all-righteous Godhead and a worthless creature, crawling in earthly dust, sinful and guilty before God. Honor to Peter’s faith, his obedience, his humility, his repentance! Let us too learn these virtues from him. But inexpressibly moving, touching, and beautiful here, as everywhere, is the Lord’s own bearing—His majesty joined with humility, a boundless condescension that astonishes the Angels. Nor can I myself refrain, here, from crying out: O Lord! How, everywhere, beneath the humble veil of Your humanity, Your most radiant Godhead shines forth and enraptures me! Every word of Yours is divine, authoritative, life-giving, wondrous, as is every deed of Yours.

Here we are, in this temple, standing now, all of us, before the face of that same Lord Jesus Christ, invisibly present here, and visibly present too in His life-giving Mysteries. Do we feel, do we sense with our hearts, that we stand before His face; are we conscious, do we feel our own weaknesses, our own sins, as we stand before the face of God, as Peter felt them; are we conscious of our own unworthiness; do we have a saving thirst for amendment, a thirst for sanctification by the grace of Christ, a thirst for the righteousness of God, for Christian perfection, for the glory of the children of God? Let us learn, then, not to enter the Lord’s temple in vain, but to stand in it with fear and with a sense of our own unworthiness, and to ask humbly for mercy. But what did Jesus Christ answer Simon Peter, when, in fear, he asked Him, his Lord, to depart from him? Do not be afraid, the Lord told him; from now on you will catch men. This answer of the Lord’s is most instructive and edifying for all of us. Here the Lord applies the catching of fish to the catching of men, comparing the one to the other. But however understandable the catching of fish is, at first glance, to everyone, just as incomprehensible, on the other hand, is the catching of men by the Apostles. Here, in these words of the Lord, there is evidently a parable. He often spoke in parables, and, as it were, in riddles. This parable means the following: just as fishermen catch fish in the water with a net, or a hook baited with food, or a spear, so the enemy and destroyer of the human race, the devil, through various baits, or worldly passions, through various snares set everywhere for us, and, as it were, his own hooks and sharp weapons, catches us in sin and ruin, and wishes to make all of us his own prey and food, to destroy us and torment us for endless ages in his own insatiable belly—and, unfortunately, sometimes succeeds terribly in his own art of catching and destroying people through various worldly passions. But the Lord Jesus Christ came to deliver people from the evil cunning and the greed of this hunter. He sent His own fishers—the Apostles—into the whole world, having first taught them themselves the art of being uncatchable and invulnerable to this fearsome hunter, and also the art of catching up people already caught by the devil in his universal net; and just as the devil catches people unto ruin, so the disciples of Christ were to snatch people out of his ruinous nets into eternal life, through faith, repentance, amendment, and good deeds. And we know that the Apostles, and after them their successors, the shepherds and teachers, caught, with the net of the Gospel—that is, with the saving teaching of the Gospel—many people who had gone astray, unto salvation, and, having destroyed the whole strength of the demonic host, snatched, as it were, out of the very teeth of the devil, human souls as their own prize; with the net of faith they caught all nations into the knowledge of Christ, our God. Now it is clear what the words of Jesus Christ to Peter mean: do not be afraid; from now on you will catch men—that is, with your own rational, God-fashioned net you will catch people into My faith, will teach them repentance, My righteousness, and every virtue, and will lead them to eternal life. Do not be afraid—that is, do not tremble, and do not think that I, the all-righteous One, have come to punish sinners; I have come to save and to have mercy; for I alone know the full weakness of human nature, I know that the fearsome, mortal, foul-smelling wound of sin has covered the whole human race—that the whole descent of Adam is drawn into ruin by the evil cunning of the serpent. I have come to help the weak, I, the Strong One, to help the powerless; I, the all-righteous One, to help sinners; I have come to take upon Myself the sins of the world, to receive its infirmities, to bear its sicknesses; I have come to heal this malignant wound, and to restore to health, to renew, to make fragrant, to deify mankind, believing in Me; I have come, so that against the hunter of men unto ruin—that is, the devil—I might set the Hunter unto eternal life—Myself, and the almighty Comforting Spirit, of one nature with the Father and with Me; so that against the demonic hosts I might set the company of the Apostles, and their successors, and all who are faithful to Me. Do not be afraid, then; from now on you will catch men. I have come to instill in people not fear, but love.

O Lord! Catch all of us too in Your saving, divine net; let none of us become the prey and the food of the stranger. O Savior, spare us Yourself! Amen.
A Word for the 19th Sunday After Pentecost

«Just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise» (Lk 6:31).

In today’s Gospel reading the Lord teaches us to act toward all people as we wish them to act toward us—that is, simply, lovingly, sincerely, with a pure heart and in a holy manner, respectfully, indulgently, patiently, with goodwill, freely, and willingly. The Lord gives us a simple and wise rule, one convenient for everyone to keep—for the simple and the learned, for the rich and the poor, for the noble and the humble, for the old and the young. For every one of us has in his soul a measure and a rule, though not always a true one, by which we at once judge whether our neighbors treat us well or not; and if they treat us well, we are calm and content, and our affairs proceed rightly; but if they treat us badly, coldly, unkindly, or contemptuously, with ill will, unwillingly, unjustly, or even with hostility, we are greatly displeased, and sometimes even unsuccessful in our own affairs. This same measure we must keep, but from its good side, toward the other people too, with whom we happen to live and act every day, or merely to meet, to become acquainted, to be together. Act toward everyone as you wish them to act toward you; sincerely respect and love everyone; wish everyone well, from the soul; feel pity for those who sin; sympathize with your neighbor’s misfortune, grief, sorrow, loss, or poverty; use every opportunity to do someone good; rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep; think ill of no one without sufficient cause, but think well of everyone; harbor in your soul no enmity or ill will toward anyone, no envy or malice; do not humiliate or despise anyone in your soul on account of any shortcomings or faults, but cover everyone and everything with love and forbearance; look upon those who sin as upon the weak, as upon the spiritually sick; do not repay evil with evil, but render good for evil—and you will fulfill the commandment of Christ, and will be crowned by Him with the imperishable crown of righteousness and eternal life. It is a great thing, beloved brothers and sisters, to give no place in one’s soul to any evil, not even for a single minute, but ceaselessly to overcome evil with good, and every sin with fitting repentance and prayer; for it is senseless and ruinous to strengthen evil with evil, and, so to speak, to pour oil on the fire and turn a small flame into a blaze. Evil, or any sin, is the greatest calamity, the greatest misfortune of the human race, which must be bitterly regretted and which must be uprooted, as far as possible, by good, by love, by prayer, by admonition, by good works, or by righteous correction, and, as a last resort, by casting the evil person out from our midst. «Put away from yourselves the evil person» (1Cor 5:13).

«If you love those who love you», says the Lord further, in today’s Gospel reading, «what credit is that to you? For even sinners (that is, pagans) love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil» (Lk 6:32-35). We must deeply take to heart these words of the Lord, and lay them upon our hearts so as to keep them. These words are directed straight at each one of us, against our own cunning, selfish, corrupted habits, and convict all of us of self-interested love: we love only those who love us in return—or even, quite often, do not love even them—or we love those who flatter us, or who are partners in our sins, while we harbor enmity and ill will toward those who are honest with us, who reprove or correct us, who will not agree to sin along with us—or who, in fact, do not love us, are cold toward us, or despise and hate us, take revenge on us and do us harm. Such conduct of ours is sin, selfishness, self-love, the making of a god of ourselves, a falling away from God. The law of God must be kept according to the understanding of God, not according to our own, blinded by our passions. The Lord teaches us to overcome our own corrupted heart—that is, to overcome the sin born with us and living within us—to go against ourselves, to swim, so to speak, against the current, to deny ourselves. It is no great thing to do good to, or to love only, those who do good to us: even pagans do this, who do not know the Gospel, who have not been reborn by grace, who do not have the gift of adoption as God’s children—dogs, and not children; but we have the priceless, greatest privilege of being children of God, and of the grace given to us in abundance—that is, the power for every good deed—and from children of God, deeds worthy of children are rightly required. We must be holy, as the Lord our God is holy; we must be merciful, as our heavenly Father is merciful. «Be holy in all your conduct» (1Pet 1:15), says the Apostle Peter.

Further, the Lord exposes our own love of gain, saying that we lend to others so as to receive it back, and even with interest, and are unwilling to give without expecting return, even though we know that the person who has borrowed money from us is poor and unable to pay, and even though we have given him only out of our own surplus. This too is the custom of pagans, not of Christians. We count as our treasure and our wealth money, and not God, who is our own inexhaustible treasure, who is our true life, and who can easily enrich us even in the midst of poverty; we count as our treasure not love for our neighbor—for instance, for a debtor, who is often unable to repay his debt only through poverty—not mercy, which makes us like God and brings us into the eternal heavenly dwellings, but again money, and only money. See how our life, our deeds, are, every day and every hour, out of keeping with the teaching of our Lord; everything with us is done inside out, perversely, not in a godly manner, but by cunning, fleshly, worldly reasoning. Let us, then, learn wisdom, to live in a godly manner. «So then, be merciful, just as your Father in heaven is also merciful; for He is kind to the unthankful and evil» (Lk 6:36,35).
A Word for the 19th Sunday After Pentecost (10)

«Just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise» (Lk 6:31).

The God-speaking Evangelist Luke, in today’s Gospel reading, conveys to us the instruction and commandment of our Lord Jesus Christ as to how we ought to act toward people in community life, so that we may please both God and people, gain for ourselves a good name and an unashamed conscience, and be counted worthy of the promised, imperishable heavenly homeland for our wise conduct in our earthly homeland. The Lord declares to us in the Gospel the following: «just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. So then, be merciful, just as your Father is also merciful» (Lk 6:31-36). Here today’s Gospel ends.

What most wise, exalted, saving, truly divine instructions and commandments!

But how out of keeping with them is our own everyday, ordinary life! The Lord teaches us to treat people as we would wish people to treat us—that is, with simplicity of heart, with goodwill, with sympathy, with patience. He has made ourselves the measure of our relations with other people—and this measure, this yardstick, is love: «for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it» (Eph 5:29). But in community life it is often the opposite; people’s relations with one another are quite often wrong, perverse, lacking in the spirit of simplicity and sincerity, of love and goodwill, of peaceableness, meekness, and forbearance, of purity and holiness, of sympathy, mercy, and Christian patience. They are not infrequently marked instead by a spirit of insincerity and duplicity, of coldness and haughtiness, of cunning and ill will, or of impurity and sensuality, of base selfishness and self-interest. The root, or cause, the source of one or another kind of dealing of people with one another, lies in the human heart, for «a good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things» (Mt 12:35)—and it arises either from a person’s natural qualities, or from a fortunate or a perverse upbringing, from various passions, inclinations, and habits—for instance, to certain pleasures; from good or bad examples, from one’s circumstances in life, from a greater or lesser material security, or from the milieu in which someone lives, from one’s position in society, from various life lessons or temptations, and, finally, from the degree to which someone has, or has not, been imbued with the spirit of Christ, of the Gospel, of the Church. So, for some people, the measure of their relations to others is simplicity and sincerity, goodwill, love for all; this is the best side of people’s dealings with one another; but quite often the character of some people’s relations to others is cunning, suspicion, hostility, coarseness, envy, extreme self-love, self-interest, partiality, vanity, boastfulness, ambition, sensuality, or an extreme pride of intellect—that is, a high opinion of oneself, seeking to belittle others. This is the other, opposite kind of human relations. Generally speaking, one can observe among people more insincere relations toward one another than sincere ones, because all hearts are more or less infected with the impurity of sin, covered over with the corruption of the passions. For «who can say, I have made my heart clean», says Scripture (Prov 20:9)? So it is that some people’s words are as soft as oil, while at the same time they are stinging arrows. So then, according to the teaching of our Savior, the measure of our relations to others ought to be our own rightly ordered love for ourselves; as we wish people to act toward us, so let us too act toward them—that is, simply, sincerely, meekly, lovingly, without suspicion, with forbearance, with sympathy, with patience. The Lord Himself offers Himself as the pattern for us, on whom we must continually gaze, and, gazing, learn always; «learn from Me», He says, «for I am meek and lowly in heart» (Mt 11:29). The Apostle Paul says: «pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord» (Hebr 12:14); and he further teaches: «let love be without hypocrisy. Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; distribute to the necessities of the saints» — that is, of our fellow Christians — «pursue hospitality; bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not curse; rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep; be of the same mind toward one another; do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble; do not be wise in your own opinion; repay no one evil for evil; have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men; beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Lord. Therefore if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a drink; do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities» (Rom 12:9-21,13:1). Such are the rules for Christians’ dealings with one another, set down by the Apostle Paul in his epistle to the Romans. They are binding on all of us. Where is the higher motive for us to act this way toward one another? In the image and likeness of God, according to which man was created, and in the fact that we are children of one heavenly Father, members of Christ, branches of the one vine of Christ, sheep of His one rational flock; we partake of the one living bread of Christ, drink from the one cup His divine blood; we are all given to drink of the one Holy Spirit; we await one imperishable, eternal inheritance. This is the motive for mutual, sincere, loving dealing with one another! If you love those who love you, says the Lord in today’s Gospel, what credit is that to you? For even sinners—that is, idolaters—love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same—that is, so long as they benefit from it, which means loving only oneself; for in one’s benefactors one loves only the benefits, or the advantage to oneself. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back—and in this case too you love only yourself, your own advantage, and not your neighbor’s benefit; you do not satisfy his need in full. And if Christians do not fulfill even these natural virtues, then they are far worse even than pagans, who «by nature do the things contained in the law» (Rom 2:14), without having grace-given powers; whereas Christians, as is well known, have received every divine, supernatural power from God «for life and godliness» (2Pet 1:3), for the fulfillment of all of Christ’s commandments. Look, O Christian, into this mirror of the divine commandments, and know what you are—do you love even those who love you, or do you sometimes not even love them? Do you do good to your own benefactors; do you lend to those who repay their debts? Do you not turn away, out of love of gain and distrust? Many wish to content themselves with only loving those who love them, and are unwilling to compel themselves to love those who hate them, or who are hostile toward them; with such a pagan love, O Christian, you will remain in shame at the dread judgment. «But love your enemies», the Lord continues, «do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil» (Lk 6:35). It seems a hard thing our Savior lays upon us, in commanding us to love our enemies and to do them good; the corrupted human heart will say: this is impossible, this is contrary to nature and to common sense! It is, in truth, a hard thing only for a corrupted heart, not renewed and not strengthened by grace; but for a heart reborn by grace this is an easy thing, for the Lord helps it in everything; and in the lives of the saints we see many examples of this. But to whom shall we lend, hoping for nothing in return? To the poor, to those unable to pay, for whom repaying a debt is extremely difficult, and often impossible. But those who are able must without fail repay their debt, and lenders do not sin in the least if they wait to receive the debt by honest means or through the courts. Otherwise it would be a harmful indulgence toward dishonest people, who think to profit easily at another’s expense. «So then, be merciful», the Lord said, «just as your Father is also merciful» (Lk 6:36). From Christians, His own children by grace, the Lord requires a mercy like the mercy of the heavenly Father. And indeed, if Christians are children of the heavenly Father, redeemed by the blood of His Son, and imperishable, endless blessings in the heavenly homeland are promised to them, then they must show, in this present life, to their own brothers, a love and mercy corresponding to the greatness of God’s own love and mercy toward them, and to the boundless greatness of the imperishable blessings, the greatest honors and heavenly crowns, that He has promised them.

«Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another», says the holy Apostle John the Theologian (1Jn 4:11). Amen.
A Word for the 20th Sunday After Pentecost

Today there was read the Gospel of Luke on the Lord’s raising of the only son of the widow of the city of Nain, who, in her great sorrow, wept bitterly over her loss. The Lover of mankind «had compassion on her, and told her: do not weep. Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He declared: young man, I say to you, arise. So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying: a great prophet has risen up among us; and God has visited His people» (Lk 7:11-16). Here today’s Gospel ends. A short reading, but how much instruction, how much edification is in it! What a wondrous, striking, and heartening account! The young man rose from the dead at the word of the Giver of life, and was restored, alive, to his mother, who had wept so bitterly, and who unexpectedly received back her priceless treasure, the support of her old age, the light and joy of her eyes. What divine power, overcoming death, which had held mankind so firmly in its fearsome bonds for so many thousands of years! What divine mercy, restoring to a mother’s love her tenderly loved child! This miracle of the raising of the young man, my brothers, was worked as an image of the future resurrection of all the dead, and to confirm our faith and our expectation of the general resurrection.

Let us, then, remember and rejoice that by Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, death has been overcome, changed into sleep, and resurrection has been granted to all of us, which will surely follow at the time appointed by God. But, sons of the resurrection, remembering our own future resurrection, let us take unfailing care that we may all rise again to joy and eternal life, and not to shame and everlasting contempt, as the Prophet Daniel says; that at our resurrection we may be counted worthy to stand at the Lord’s right hand, and not at His left, and to hear not a fearsome voice, sending us into the eternal fire, but a voice calling us to inherit the kingdom of heaven. Let us strive, according to our own strength, to imitate the mercy of our own Lord, to comfort the sorrowful in whatever way and by whatever means we can, to visit orphans and widows, especially the poor and helpless, to help the poor, to ease the hard state of the unfortunate, for almsgiving, according to Scripture, delivers from death and cleanses every sin. Let us recognize that each of us has his own dead person—namely, his own soul, dead through countless sins, within a living body—just as the Lord, in one place, called certain people dead, though they were alive in body, saying to a certain man who wished to follow Christ, but first to bury his father: «let the dead bury their own dead» (Mt 8:22), but you go and preach the kingdom of God—or as the Lord likewise says to a certain ruler of a church: «you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead» (Apok 3:1).

Yes, every sinner has a dead soul, which may perish forever, without ceasing to exist, but remaining without end in fearsome torment. This dead soul of the sinner, in this present life, only Jesus Christ can raise—through faith and heartfelt repentance. And this great miracle—the raising of the souls of sinners—the Lord works often; sometimes, within a single day, even a single hour, He calls back from death to life this same soul, which is dying through its own sins and passions, and rising again through sincere repentance. Oh, how many great miracles the Lord works every day in the souls of believing and repentant sinners—so many that, because of their sheer number, these miracles sometimes seem like very ordinary inward occurrences! O abyss of God’s mercy! O inexhaustible sea of the wonders of God’s goodness and long-suffering! Glory to You, O Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, who take away our sins, who destroy the death of our soul and grant it life by Your ineffable goodness! But, sinners, let us not abuse God’s mercy, adding sins to sins, growing stagnant in the same sins for many years, but let us hasten to bring sincere, unwavering repentance; let us, by the grace of God, overcome our own evil inclinations and habits, and bring to the Lord fruits worthy of repentance.

Behold, He waits so long a time from us for good fruit; let us hasten to repentance, I say, lest He cut us down like a fruitless fig tree and cast us into the unquenchable fire. Amen.
An Instruction for the 20th Sunday After Pentecost

«The Lord said: young man, I say to you, arise. So he who was dead sat up and began to speak» (Lk 7:14-15).

In today’s Gospel we see, in divine majesty, our Lord Jesus Christ, raising with a word a dead man being carried out for burial. This happened as the Lord and His disciples, with a great multitude of people, were entering the city of Nain. They were carrying out a dead man, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow; and a large crowd was going with her. «When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and told her: do not weep. Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He declared: young man, I say to you, arise. So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying: a great prophet has risen up among us; and God has visited His people» (Lk 7:11-16). In what simplicity and accessibility, and, at the same time, in what majesty of Godhead, do we see the Lord Jesus Christ here! What meekness and humility! The almighty Creator of the world and the King of all ages, in the form of a man, walks along, surrounded by His disciples and pressed by boundless crowds of people, speaking of the kingdom of God, healing every manner of sickness, and working countless miracles. Unapproachable for the Angels, He became, out of His love for mankind, an approachable man for all; at a single word from Him—even at a mere touch of His garment—the sick are healed; at a single word from Him the dead rise; all His deeds and words show in Him the almighty God and Creator of creation. Only some people, blinded by pride, malice, and envy, refuse to recognize in Him the Creator and Redeemer of mankind. But I hear many Christians sometimes say: ah, how we too should like to see the Lord, to touch Him, to hear Him, to receive healing from Him! But we, they say, are deprived of the sight of His face! He no longer works among us such miracles as He worked then! To this I will answer them, and say to you: be at peace. The Lord is with us even now, and works great miracles, though not, it is true, in that same visible form as in the days of the Apostles, but in another form—in the form of His most pure Body and Blood, or in the form of the mystical bread and wine, and also in His holy icons and in the holy cross, or invisibly, through prayer and faith. And yet the Lord Himself blesses still more those who have not seen and yet have believed (Jn 20:29). Indeed, what a wondrous miracle! In the Mystery of Communion the Lord is essentially, personally present whole, in Godhead and in manhood, and works, without ceasing, wondrous miracles with all who truly commune: He raises souls put to death by sin, creates peace in souls, heals, cleanses, and sanctifies souls and bodies, comforts, strengthens, renews—in short, works wondrous changes in a person, not in fancy, not in appearance, but truly, actually, tangibly! What blessedness for those who believe in the Lord!

Sons of men! Why, then, do you die in soul through sin, when the Source of life is so near to you? Why do we grow stagnant in sin? Behold, each of us, like that mother mentioned in the Gospel we heard today, has, as it were, an only child—our own soul—perishing in sins: in drunkenness and foul speech, or in unbelief, frivolity, and vanity, or in anger, envy, enmity, or in love of gain and wastefulness, in laziness or in a dissolute life. Why, then, should we die? Behold, our very Lord and Savior is always with us. Here, and in every temple, there flows an abundant, pure, and radiant fountain of living water, His life-giving word, and the fountain of eternal life, His most pure blood, sacramentally offered upon His holy and fearsome table: here is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world (Jn 6:38). Here you hear, every day, the sweetest voice of your Lord, calling you to the mystical supper. The exclamations at the Liturgy: «take, eat, this is My Body»; and: «drink of it, all of you; this is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins» (Mt 26:26-28). Taste, then, and drink from the fountain of immortality; live, and do not die—that is, the death of the spirit.

«Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light» (Eph 5:14). Hasten at once, beloved brother and sister, to repentance—to inward repentance, secret, before God, and, in due time, to open repentance, before a minister of the altar: and you will rise again in soul. The holy Angels grieve for us, the Church of God sorrows over you, that your own souls, so precious, made in the image and likeness of God, redeemed by the blood of the Son of God, are perishing and becoming the devil’s prey, while you take no care. Rouse yourself, turn to God, and you will be saved. His fatherly embrace is always open to you. Remember the Savior’s parable of the prodigal son. So, let me say again: arise, sleeping sinner, through repentance, and rise from the dead, and Christ will give you light and bring you to life. Amen.
An Instruction for the 20th Sunday After Pentecost, on Spiritual Death and Spiritual Resurrection

«And He came and touched the open coffin» (the Lord), «and those who carried him» (the dead man) «stood still. And He declared: young man, I say to you, arise. So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother» (Lk 7:14-15).

In today’s Sunday Gospel the God-speaking Evangelist Luke relates a great miracle which the Lord Jesus Christ worked in Nain, a city of the land of Judea—the raising, by a word, of a dead man, a twelve-year-old youth, the only son of a widow. Word for word the Evangelist speaks thus: «Jesus went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and told her: do not weep. Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He declared: young man, I say to you, arise. So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother. Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying: a great prophet has risen up among us; and God has visited His people» (Lk 7:11-16). So far Saint Luke. Blessed is the mother, we all think, on reading this sacred account, that on the way to her son’s grave she met the very Giver of life, and received her son back alive from Him. And not only the mother of the dead man—blessed too are all the onlookers of the miracle of resurrection on that day. Yes, blessed and fortunate was the mother, blessed were the onlookers! But let me say that we, you and I, are no less, if not more, blessed than they. «Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever» (Hebr 13:8). Of what gift of God are all who sincerely believe in the Lord deprived even now? What miracles does the Lord, and His most pure Mother, the Virgin Theotokos, not work even now among us? True, miracles of the raising of the dead—that is, the raising of a dead body—are now quite rare, but instead miracles of resurrection from spiritual death are continually worked in the souls of believers, when the Lord unceasingly, every day, and many times in a single day, raises souls that are dying through sin. And this is a thousand times more important than the resurrection of the body—or why do I say a thousand times? It is as much more important as the soul is more important than the body: the body is, as it were, the garment of the soul, for the soul is the living image of God and is immortal, though the body too is destined for resurrection on the last day. Since the Lord’s resurrection from the dead, the death of the body has become a temporary sleep. But woe, if the soul should die a sinful death: it will perish forever, will be tormented forever. So then, let us speak of spiritual death and spiritual resurrection. We die in soul every day, through our own sins, but we can also rise again, and some of us do rise again every day and every hour, and even many times within a single hour, through faith and heartfelt repentance before God, the Knower of hearts.

Sin, which puts our souls to death, is extremely tenacious of life, cunning, active; every minute it draws us into captivity, troubles, darkens, oppresses, scorches, weakens, defiles, and puts to death our souls, given over to the world and not to the Lord. But though sin is sometimes sweet, no one wishes to die in soul for its sake, and every sinner desires and seeks ease, breadth of heart, and merriment. But there is no joy for the wicked, says the Lord; true joy belongs only to innocent hearts: «sorrow and anguish» come upon everyone «who does evil» (Rom 2:9). For a sinner to be delivered from sorrow and anguish, or from sinful death, he must be reconciled with God, whom he has provoked to anger and continually provokes by sin, and from whom he himself withdraws into a far country, to the devil. Sincere repentance is needed, and, since we sin continually, continual repentance is needed too—secret, before the eyes of God, and, at the appointed time, open, before a priest. Through repentance the dying soul rises again, as many times as the sinner, having sinned, repents from the heart, so that if a person should die a hundred times in a single day through sin, and repent sincerely a hundred times, he will also rise again a hundred times.

As often as you fall, arise, and you will be saved, says Scripture. Oh, what a priceless, greatest gift has been given to us by God—our faith and our repentance before God! Through faith and repentance we are brought to life, raised up, reconciled with God, and renewed every day. In granting sinners repentance until the end of this temporal life, the Lord shows us sinners the greatest love and goodness, His greatest mercies. There is no numbering our sins, but neither is there any numbering the mercies of God in having mercy on us sinners—sinners, that is, who sincerely repent: for His fury rests forever upon the unrepentant (Hebr 10:27; Sofon 1:18). So then, sinner, «awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light» (Eph 5:14). Remember your own sins, how grievous and how great they are, how senseless, insolent, brazen, ruinous, how countless they are; pour out streams of tears, and you will see how grace raises up your own soul, dead through sin. But, having risen, strive not to die again: value the great gift of God—the gift of the cleansing, the sanctification, the quickening, the raising of your own soul, dead through sin; do not trample upon the treasure of God’s grace and mercy, lest you die forever. By prayer and repentance, continually sustain your communion with grace; commune more often of the Fountain of life—the most pure, life-giving Mysteries: they work the greatest miracle of renewal and quickening for souls dying through sin. Overcome your own inclinations toward sin. The Lord, warning Cain against his intended fratricide, says to him: «sin desires to have you, but you must master it» (Gen 4:7). Every sinner must know and remember this, and must rule over sin, must master sin, and not yield to it, whatever it may be: whether anger, or pride, drunkenness, or impurity, or envy, love of gain, hardheartedness, stinginess, or despondency and dejection, laziness or distraction, negligence in one’s work, and the rest.

O Christ Jesus! We thank You with all our heart, that You, every day and many times over, even now, as always, work in our souls miracles of resurrection, raising up our own souls, dying through sin, granting us repentance unto life. Learn to walk continually in the path of His commandments, that you may attain eternal life and be counted worthy to delight in His unapproachable light. Amen.
An Instruction for the 20th Sunday After Pentecost (14)

«Young man, I say to you, arise» (Lk 7:14).

In today’s Gospel you heard, beloved brothers, the account of the Savior’s raising of the only son of a certain widow, living in the city of Nain. It happened this way. The Lord Jesus Christ was going from the city of Capernaum to the city of Nain, teaching and healing. «And many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and told her: do not weep. Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He declared: young man, I say to you, arise. So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother» (Lk 7:11-15).

Beloved brothers! We too are all spiritually dead. «Let the dead bury their own dead» (Mt 8:22), the Lord said to one of His disciples, who had asked His permission first to go and bury his own father, and then to follow the Savior—that is, leave the dead in soul, though alive to outward appearance, in body, to bury their own dead in body. «You have a name that you are alive, but you are dead» (Apok 3:1); so the Lord likewise says, in Revelation, to a certain man who was, it would seem, pious. Yes, we are dead in soul, brothers; and so too, quite often, the Lord, by His powerful, living word, by His all-effecting grace, rouses our own souls, put to death by sin, from their deathlike sleep of sin; our own souls, even now, often hear His all-quickening word, just as that dead young man of Nain heard it: young man, I say to you, arise—and they rise up at His voice.

This happens in the following way: let us say one of us is envious, or fond of money; another is proud, ambitious, boastful; a third is given over to drunkenness, idleness, laziness, empty pleasures, deceit and extortion; another suffers from the sickness of unbelief, or defiles his own body and sins against his own body; another boasts of something vain and perishable—for instance, of honors, wealth, or fine clothes—and, in consequence, each of these people is cold in soul toward God and toward works of piety, and given over almost entirely to earthly things. Is it not true, beloved brothers, that all these people, who have turned their sins into habit and passion, are spiritually dead, and carry a dead soul within a living body? It is so. But then the Lord touches our heart with His grace, through the word of God preached in the Church, or through the good counsel of those close to us, or through a good thought which He sends into our own soul, darkened by sin—or He touches our sinful body with some sickness which He sends, or He visits us with some loss, for instance the loss of close relatives, the loss of our own property; or He threatens us with imminent danger of suddenly losing our own life on land or at sea; or He acts in some other way, by His grace, upon our own soul. And what happens? We, spiritually dead, very often come to life through this—that is, we begin to feel the vanity, the perishability of everything earthly, and the soul’s necessity for a true, living faith in God and for works of virtue, which we had previously disregarded; we begin to repent, from the heart, of our own disordered past life; a broken spirit and a humble heart appear in us; we are moved to tenderness at the thought of God’s great long-suffering toward us; we count ourselves the greatest of sinners; we weep over our own errors, and firmly resolve, and begin to lead, a life entirely different, one pleasing to God. And it is here that a miracle takes place, very much like the one that happened to the dead son of the widow of Nain: the young man sat up—that is, our own soul rises from its sleep of sin, begins to speak words of salvation—began to speak—and the Lord gives it back, raised from spiritual death, to its own mother—that is, to the Holy Church, which is our Mother—for its spiritual upbringing and its guidance toward the life to come.

Behold, beloved brothers, a wondrous raising from the dead, the cause of which is the Lord alone. And it is higher, more beneficial, than the resurrection of the body: for here it is the immortal soul, redeemed by the blood of the Son of God, that rises from death to life, and not the perishable body! God grant that there may be many more such miracles with all of us.

O Lord! Seeing in the city of Nain a widow weeping bitterly, You, moved then with compassion, raised her son, who was being carried out for burial; so too now have compassion on me, O Lover of mankind, and raise up my own soul, put to death by sin. Amen.
A Word for the 21st Sunday After Pentecost

On the Different Effect of the Word of God upon Human Hearts, according to the Difference of Hearts

Today, beloved, there was read the Gospel parable of the Sower and the seed; of the differing quality of the ground onto which the seed fell, and of the differing fate of the seed. At the end of the Gospel reading the parable is explained by the Lord Himself, at His disciples’ request. Here is this parable:

«A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold. When He had said these things He cried: he who has ears to hear, let him hear! Then His disciples asked Him, saying, what does this parable mean? And He said: to you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience. When He had said these things He cried: he who has ears to hear, let him hear!» (Lk 8:5-15) Here ends the Gospel of today’s Sunday.

Pitiable man! Poor man! How many obstacles he faces in the most important matter of all, the matter of his own soul’s salvation! Now he himself tramples underfoot the saving seed of the word of God, which could make him wise unto salvation—tramples it either intentionally, knowingly, in mockery, or through frivolity, negligence, and ignorance; now the universal villain and destroyer of the human race, the devil, steals away the saving word; now a hardened, stony heart will not let him be saved; now thorns—that is, various cares, passions, and pleasures of life, or wealth—set insurmountable obstacles before his salvation. Only a few, with a good and noble heart, with a thoughtful mind, value their own salvation as they ought, and with patience make use of the means of salvation given to them—and are saved. Many are called, but few are chosen. A wondrous thing! But what, in the end, does this mean? Who is to blame for this absurdity, for this willful ruin of human beings? The man himself is to blame—a man who tramples underfoot, and not infrequently learns to trample underfoot day by day, the wondrous, great, countless gifts of God. The Lord God, who made him in His own image and likeness, in righteousness and holiness, gave him every possibility, every means and power, for life and godliness. Man, through laziness and ignorance, through negligence and stubbornness, through an unreasonable attachment to this present, shadow-like, passing life, himself rushes headlong to ruin, pushing away the saving right hand of God. Who, then, is to blame for his ruin, if not the man himself? You will say: it is impossible, or, at the very least, difficult, to be saved! But a countless multitude of people just like us has indeed been saved; and people are being saved even now, though few. Difficult to be saved! Do you really wish to obtain eternal life, in blessed union with God, with the Mother of God, with the Angels, with all the saints, without effort? Without the effort of self-purification, with the help of grace; without the effort of prayer, of vigilance; without almsgiving, without meekness, without humility, without self-restraint? For the acquisition of earthly goods we do not consider it excessive to labor—and we labor, often with all our strength—but for the attainment of eternal blessedness we let our hands fall idle. And it is not even that the work of salvation is extremely hard: «My yoke is easy, and My burden is light» (Mt 11:30), says the Savior. Yes, with God’s help it becomes, little by little, easy, though at the beginning the stubborn struggle against sin makes it difficult. But is sin not itself an extremely difficult undertaking, being contrary to nature, foreign to our own divine nature? Is sin not tormenting? If we labor in sinning, then how can we not labor in doing what is right, in saving our soul from sin? There, the end is death; but here, it is eternal life. «The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life» (Rom 6:23).

This present parable of the Sower and the seed is spoken not only to encourage listeners with a good and noble heart to a more zealous fulfillment of the word of God and to a greater perfecting in virtue, but also to make scattered, negligent, hardhearted people, ruled by their passions, rouse themselves and listen attentively to the word of God, and work out their own salvation with fear. The grace of God can change every heart for the better, can work the miracle of salvation with every person, if only the person himself believes, wishes to be saved, seeks salvation, comes to know the abyss of his own sins and the abyss they dig between those who sin willfully and God; if only he submits to the saving grace of God and does not push away the saving right hand of God from himself. There have been, and there are, thousands of examples of the salvation of such people, who were formerly scattered, frivolous, hardhearted, subject to every passion. They heeded the word of God, did not resist it, followed it, and were saved, and now dwell in blessedness in the kingdom of heaven. Nothing is impossible for God: He can save even a hardened sinner; He can raise him up from the very bottom of hell to the height of His own kingdom and eternal blessedness, as He did the wise thief, as He did Mary of Egypt, who was drowning in the abyss of sin. Only let the person himself ask and zealously strive toward salvation. The Lord does not wish to drag us to salvation by force, lest salvation itself, being compelled, become hateful to him: for only that is dear and pleasant to us which we ourselves have come to love as worthy of love, which we ourselves have sought after, with which we have become one, which has become our own treasure, as it were our own nature. And such, precisely, is Christian virtue, such is the kingdom of God: it must be known, loved with all one’s heart, made one’s own here on earth, rooted in one’s own heart, so that it may penetrate the whole soul entirely, and leave no room in the heart for all-destroying, all-deceiving sin. O Christian! Cast off, then, your own ruinous distraction, your unbelief, your inattention, your negligence, your own laziness toward salvation; do not trample underfoot the wondrous gifts of grace; read or listen diligently to the word of God, which opens to you the path to salvation; fulfill it according to the best of your understanding and strength; overcome your own hardheartedness and stony heart; soften your heart, like wax, with the fire of the grace of the Holy Spirit and the tears of repentance; tear out from your heart the thorns of sin, though this be grievous, painful, since they have become your own second nature. You cannot, you say—but the grace of God is all-powerful. It will help you to accomplish easily the whole work of your salvation.

Speaking of the seed of the word of God, which feeds the human soul, I am also reminded of the earthly, perishable seed—of the seed of grain—of the present crop failure of the grain crops, of the high cost of bread, an unprecedented high cost: and the crop failure has come from the destruction of the grain seed by insects and worms, or from drought. Where do these calamities come from?—From our own sins. We do not bring to the Lord our God the fruits of repentance and the amendment of our own wretched life; the Lord takes away from us, too, the fruits of the earth, for which we did not know how, and did not wish, to be thankful to Him. We did not wish to do His will, and have become evil, cunning, proud, unrighteous, intemperate, given to idle and foul talk, given to love of gain, cruel, stingy, unmerciful, unclean. Clearly, the rod of our Father’s justice hangs over us. God punishes us with crop failures, fires, floods, exhausting wars, and destructive plagues and sicknesses. But shall we come to our senses, shall we repent, shall we amend ourselves? Have our own hearts not grown hard, not turned entirely to stone? God forbid! Where, then, will the kingdom of God be found on earth, if it is not found among Christians who call themselves Orthodox, in a land of Orthodoxy, where there are so many precious pledges of Orthodox holiness, so many holy relics of the servants of God, so many wonderworking icons, so many magnificent temples, where such a heavenly service is offered on earth? Or will «the kingdom of God be taken from us, and given to a nation that bears its fruits» (Mt 21:43). O, may we never be put to shame; may the Lord correct us with the rod of chastisement, and may He not deprive us of His mercy and of His kingdom. Amen.
An Instruction for the 21st Sunday After Pentecost

In today’s Gospel, beloved brothers, there was read a most instructive parable of the Savior, of the sower and the seed. In this parable, as in the whole teaching of Christ the Savior, one plainly sees, brothers, God, seeing through the heart of every person, or, as holy Scripture says, «trying our» hearts and inward parts (Ps 7:10), all that is hidden in them, sometimes even unknown to ourselves, all their spiritual windings and hidden recesses, all their unrighteousness or righteousness. This parable of God the Savior condemns some of us, and casts us into shame and disgrace, and praises others, and brings into their hearts peace and the blessing of God. The matter concerns, brothers, the hearing of the word of God. Attend, then, beloved! The Knower of hearts looks upon you and awaits fruit from His own word, preached to you through me, a humble and much-sinning man. Your own benefit requires that you receive this word with your whole heart and hold it there forever, as a guide for the future, whenever you hear the word of God in church.

«A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold. When He had said these things He cried: he who has ears to hear, let him hear!» (Lk 8:5-8)

The sower, beloved brothers, is Jesus Christ; the seed means the word of God, and the ground is the human heart; a good heart is good ground, while an evil heart, unclean, crushed by the passions, is bad ground. So then, there are some who are inattentive listeners, distracted, who do not have reverence for the word of God, such as they ought to have; and it is to such listeners that Satan comes secretly into their heart, at the very moment they are listening, and, like a thief in the house of careless owners, carries off the word of God from their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved. This is the word of God sown by the wayside. Learn, then, from this, with what deep attention, with what unwavering faith, the saving and living word of God must be heard. The enemy is forever on the watch to see whether he can somehow make someone inattentive to the word of God, whether he can destroy faith in it in someone’s heart, so that, through faith in the word of God, they might not repent of their sins and be saved. Fix your whole mind upon your heart while the word of God is read or preached, and listen to it, with open, believing hearts, in humility, for the salvation of your own souls, and drive away thoughts of doubt, or other restless and unclean thoughts and feelings, as the devil’s own seed.

Others listen to the word of God readily, with attention, but here is the trouble: they are frivolous, impatient, self-loving, inconstant; in favorable circumstances they believe, but in unfavorable ones they betray their own faith—these are people who have not rooted faith within themselves; this is the seed that fell on the rock. But the faith proclaims that only «he who endures to the end will be saved» (Mt 10:22); and «the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone» (Apok 21:8). And, by the common conscience of mankind, is it not right to require, beloved brothers, that a person be faithful to the end to the one to whom he gave a sworn vow to be faithful unto death—especially if the vow of faithfulness was given by him to one who stands worthy of our whole love and perfect reverence? If we give an earthly king a sworn vow to serve him to the last drop of blood, and count it a disgrace not to keep our vow, and remain faithful to him unto death, then how much more shall we not remain faithful, unto death, to God our Savior, who, having taken our own nature upon Himself, poured out for us every drop of His own blood, and to whom we gave a debt of faithfulness at our baptism? O, may we never fall away from our Lord and Redeemer, whatever misfortune should overtake us! For where should we hide from Him? What should we find without Him? He «has the words of eternal life (Jn 6:68). But there are also still other listeners to the word of God, whose heart is burdened with worldly cares, attached to wealth, and given over to the pleasures of life: they listen to the word of God, understand it, and, as it were, seem to take it to heart; but as soon as they leave the church, worldly concerns at once assail them, or the allurements of wealth, or the pleasures of life entice them—and behold, the word of God, having scarcely found a narrow place for itself in the heart, is crushed by this, as by a leaden weight of worldly cares, attachment to wealth, and the pleasures of this temporal life; and, alas, once again there is no fruit unto eternal life, because the person strains to gather fruit for this temporal life instead. Alas, beloved brothers, such listeners to the word of God are by far the most numerous in our churches. Admit that many of you come to church with a worldly distraction, with cares about satisfying your everyday needs—and if only it were just needs, but often it is about satisfying your own passions and lusts—and so, when the sermon begins, you seem, it appears, to be listening; the sermon ends, and your own favorite thoughts and desires take hold of you again, and you are left without any fruit from the word of God. It also happens, at times, that your own passions and lusts drive you out of the temple during the very preaching of the word of God, and you flee from the words of eternal life. O, that this might never happen again!

Finally, thanks be to God, there have been, at every time, and there are now, listeners who hear the word of God with a good and noble heart, wholly devoted to God and to His holy word, who live without attaching their hearts to earthly things, without being crushed by worldly cares, because they do not consider it necessary to waste the time given them for preparation for the heavenly homeland on deadening and petty cares about clothing, food, and drink. These listeners, having heard the word of God attentively, keep it in their heart and labor patiently throughout their life, awaiting the kingdom of God to come, until, at last, death opens for them the door into it. I know that such listeners are found among you too, beloved brothers. May peace and the blessing of God rest upon you, and may the Lord count you worthy of His own heavenly kingdom.

Beloved brothers! While the word of God is being read or preached, guard most strictly against being distracted, and never sow upon thorns—that is, upon hearts overgrown with passions and lusts. Listen, all of you, to the word of God with a good and noble heart—that is, with a heart of living faith, with good and holy thoughts. Amen.
A Discourse for the 22nd Sunday After Pentecost, on the Rich Man and Lazarus

Today’s Gospel reading depicts the fate, after death, of a rich and luxury-loving reveler and of the poor, sick Lazarus. Especially remarkable and instructive is the conversation of the rich man with the forefather Abraham, whom he saw from hell, far off in the dwellings of paradise, together with the once-beggarly Lazarus. In general, today’s Gospel contains much that is instructive and edifying for us. Let us, then, with God’s help, compose a discourse on today’s Gospel, and draw from it spiritual benefit for our own souls. In this Gospel, as in a mirror, sinful mankind is depicted—especially the noble and wealthy, richly endowed by God with earthly gifts; we too may see ourselves in it. Listen. The Lord says: there was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. In this verse the words purple and fine linen are perhaps not entirely clear to you. Purple was a costly garment made of purple or crimson material, in which the kings and nobles of old customarily dressed; fine linen, likewise, was a costly, golden-hued garment made of fine, delicate thread, gathered from a certain Indian tree, or, as others say, spun from feathers; from the Hebrew, byssus means whiteness; and yet it was of a yellowish or purple color, and was as precious as gold. This means that the rich man in question loved to dress very luxuriously, to give feasts, and to live entirely for his own pleasure. But what is especially wrong in this, our own contemporary luxury-loving revelers will ask? God has given good means for life: why not, then, live for one’s own pleasure, especially when one has dear friends with whom to share one’s time? So very, very many people think, say, and do today. The pursuit of a merry life, of feasting, of finery, of a luxurious way of living, is very much in fashion today. And in order to live for pleasure, people scorn no means: neither large-scale thefts in the thousands and tens of thousands, or even in the hundreds, nor grave crimes of murder, nor various forms of deceit and cunning. Brothers! The judgment of God is truer than ours; the Lord God rightly condemned the rich man to fire, to torment, immediately after his death. He deserved this for his attachment to a luxurious and merry life, for his hardheartedness toward poor Lazarus, whom it would have been so easy for him to shelter, to comfort, to soothe. Such was the hardheartedness of the rich man, given over to pleasures, that the dogs were kinder to the sick man than he: for they came and licked his sores, while the rich man was unwilling even to throw him a single scrap, and Lazarus longed only to be filled with the crumbs falling from the rich man’s table. But can crumbs alone drive away, can they quench, hunger? O inhuman, base soul! O stony, unfeeling heart! But let us look at our own deeds: are not we too sometimes like this rich man mentioned in the Gospel? We are: we too love, at times, to dress in silk, velvet, and gold, and though we do not feast sumptuously every day, we are, on any given day, no strangers to love of pleasure; and meanwhile our own heart, too, grows coarse from these attachments, and becomes less and less sensitive to the wants, sorrows, pain, and misfortunes of our neighbors; and a criminal self-love, a desire to live for pleasure and enjoyment, takes hold of us more and more; our own soul, created in the image and likeness of God, concerns us less and less; we think and care less and less about amending our life, about cutting down the thorns of passions and evil habits that have grown up in our soul, about the good deeds by which God is well pleased. Brothers and sisters! In whomever the passion for wealth, for finery, and for fleshly pleasures rules, in him Christian love cannot dwell; one cannot serve both God and mammon (Mt 6:24). Let us, then, live in the fear of God!

But let us continue the explanation of the Gospel: «But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said: father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame» (Lk 16:20-24). Such is the fate, after death, of the honest and the poor, of the sick who bear their condition with submission and without complaint—and such is the fate of hardhearted and pleasure-loving rich men! One is carried, immediately after death, by the Angels, into the kingdom of heaven, to enjoy blessings unspeakable by any tongue, while the other is cast down into the pit of hell, into fire, into unbearable torment. Such is the end of earthly sufferings and of earthly, sinful joys!

Let us live in the fear of God, spending our days in self-restraint, in virtue, and especially in mercy toward the poor. Let us use the generous gifts of God to us according to the Lord’s will, and not according to our own whims, remembering that we are stewards, and not masters, of the property given to us by the Lord.

But let us hear what Abraham answered the rich man. «Son», he says, «remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented» (Lk 16:25)—that is, you took your pleasure on earth without measure, forgetting God and virtue, in complete neglect of your soul, given over only to fleshly pleasures—and for this you have received a just punishment from the just God: you trampled ungratefully upon every gift of God, despised God’s love, which was leading you toward repentance, despised your neighbors; and for this you are condemned to eternal torment, while Lazarus, for his patience, for his sufferings, is now eternally comforted. Fearful is the fate of the rich man! And yet, here on earth, their lot is often to be envied: a full cup of everything for them, right up until death; and an occasion for pleasure and luxury every day. But what of their soul—that is, the soul of unmerciful, hardhearted rich men? Does God look with favor upon it? Is the grace of God in it—that true wealth of a Christian soul? Is there living faith, is there Christian hope, that support amid sorrows, deprivations, misfortunes, and sicknesses; is there Christian love, loving all, sympathizing with all, showing mercy to all? No—where there is attachment to perishable goods, there is no place for imperishable, heavenly virtue; there is no place for the grace of God. But what does Abraham say further to the rich man? — «And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us» (Lk 16:26). Here is a fearsome calamity! For the unrepentant sinner there is no hope whatsoever of passing from hell into paradise; nor can the righteous help the unrepentant; every communion, every help, ceases. A fearsome impossibility! The soul grows numb at these words! Blessed is he who, here, has laid up for himself a sufficient store of good deeds, and has ended his life with sincere repentance! After death there is no longer any place for virtue and repentance!

Let us hasten, then, let us hasten, brothers, toward repentance and doing good. Our time is still ours, by the mercy of God. But it may soon be taken from us. Let us hear what the rich man says in his despair: «then I beg you, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment» (Lk 16:27-28). Both the rich man himself, and his brothers as well, evidently did not believe that, after death, there is a fearsome and lamentable torment for sinners, and so they lived, as he did, without any care for repentance and amendment. The former rich man now felt pity for his brothers, and fear lest they too be cast into that same unbearable hellish fire; and he asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his brothers, to bear witness to the existence, after death, of fearsome torments for sinners—that is, the rich man wanted Abraham to send the dead Lazarus to his brothers to warn them. But «Abraham said to him: they have Moses and the prophets» — that is, their writings — «let them hear them. And he said: no, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent. But he said to him: if they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead» (Lk 16:29-31). How many people, even today, do not believe in the torments of hell after death! They too think and say what the rich and luxury-loving reveler thought and said in his own time: who has ever been there, to tell us that there are torments of hell? There are no torments; here is the end of every pleasure and every torment; after death there is nothing. Even today many would wish that someone might rise from the dead and testify that there is a fearsome place of torment for sinners! They do not believe God the Savior Himself, who testifies to us of this in the Gospel; they do not believe the Apostles, the holy God-bearing Fathers, and imagine that they would believe a man risen from the dead! But this is impossible: even a man risen from the dead they would take for a phantom, a trick of the imagination, and would not believe him either. So then, brothers, read the word of God, listen to it, grow wise, and be saved. The Gospel is the word of God Himself: «not one iota or one tittle will pass from it till all is fulfilled» (Mt 5:18). Attend the house of God diligently; raise up your own souls here for the kingdom of God; for the temple is a nursery for souls, a school of Christian piety; be diligent in every good work; overcome your sins, amend your life; adorn yourselves with freedom from malice, with mercy, with compassion, with self-restraint, with purity and chastity; and at the end of your life you will not be left in shame, and after death you will not be given over to torments, but will rest in the bosom of the forefather, or, greater still, will be with Christ, as the Lord said to the repentant, wise thief: «today you will be with Me in paradise» (Lk 23:43). Amen.
A Word for the 22nd Sunday After Pentecost

In today’s Gospel, beloved brothers and sisters, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself depicts the visible inequality of people’s condition and life in this present, temporal life, and, correspondingly, the inequality of people’s lot in the other, endless life beyond the grave. This Gospel is, in the highest degree, instructive for all of us, for people of every condition and rank. Let us follow it from beginning to end. It speaks of a certain rich man, whose name is not mentioned, and of a certain beggar, named Lazarus. Attend, then, for the Lord says: «there was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said: father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said: son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us. Then he said: I beg you, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment. Abraham said to him: they have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said: no, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent. But he said to him: if they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead» (Lk 16:19-31). With this today’s Gospel reading ends.

Who, then, was this ill-fated rich man, this luxury-loving reveler, who inherited eternal torment? Judging by the fact that he calls Abraham father, and that he and his brothers knew the writings of Moses and the prophets, it must be supposed that the rich man was of Jewish descent and law, a descendant of Abraham. In what did his sin consist, his guilt, for which he fell so unexpectedly into hell? The Gospel says that he was rich; but, without doubt, it was not his wealth that was the cause of the fearsome torments the rich man endured in hell; Abraham too was, in his own time, a very wealthy man, but wealth did not prevent him from being a friend of God, because he was hospitable to strangers, and was, in everything, faithful and obedient to God; it is said further that he was clothed in purple and fine linen—that is, truly royally—and fared sumptuously every day. It would seem there is no particular fault in this either; for a rich man, who has thousands, and perhaps millions, of money and vast estates, why should he not dress in silk and velvet—and in our own day this is not even considered a particular luxury, though fine linen was especially costly in that time. It is said further that he feasted sumptuously every day, meaning he ate and drank and made merry with his friends and flatterers; but even in our own enlightened age, frequent feasts and costly dinners are much in use, and those who give them do not think that they are gravely sinning by this and will fall into hell, especially if they do not forget the poor. Let us go further, in search of the fault of the luxury-loving rich man. What does the Gospel say next? There was also a certain beggar named Lazarus, who lay at his gate, full of sores, and desired to be fed with the crumbs falling from the rich man’s table, and the dogs came and licked his sores. Here, then, is the rich man’s true fault, the one that makes even his luxurious dress and his daily, lavish feasts culpable: this fault is hardheartedness and unmercifulness toward the poor, arising in him from a passion for luxury and extravagance, for an idle and merry life. At his very gate lived poor Lazarus, full of sores—a poor man whose very sight and condition ought to have stirred compassion and mercy, ought to have called the rich man to help him; but the rich man, even seeing him, acts as though he does not see him, and shows him not the slightest compassion: he is occupied with his own feasts; the dogs are more compassionate than he—they come and lick Lazarus’s festering sores. Lazarus longed to be fed with the crumbs from the rich man’s table, meaning that from the rich man’s lavish table he was given nothing at all. It was for this hardheartedness and unmercifulness that the rich man was sent, after death, into hell; while Lazarus, for his suffering, his uncomplaining patience, his honest poverty and deprivation, was counted worthy of Abraham’s bosom, of eternal rest and blessedness. What lesson does this picture of the rich man and the poor man give us, this description of their life and condition on earth and their fate immediately after death? First, the lesson that wealth and poverty, health and sickness, merriment and sorrow—everything here soon passes and vanishes, but people’s deeds, their vices and virtues, do not die, but pass together with them into eternity, and there either justify or condemn them before the Judge of all human thoughts and deeds, and either bring them into paradise, or cast them down into the abysses of the underworld hell, from which there will be no way out forever. And so, beloved brothers and sisters, let us not be hardhearted and unmerciful toward the poor, when we ourselves have sufficient means; let us not grow proud in our wealth and abundance, but let us share, according to our own strength, with the poor, so that, should we ourselves ever come to lack in good deeds, they might receive us into the eternal dwellings, according to the words of our Savior. See how, immediately after the death of Lazarus and the rich man, the fate and condition of each is suddenly reversed! The beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. What honor, what love from the heavenly beings toward him! They carry him and escort him into paradise, as one of their own fellow citizens—the heavenly Angels, these faithful friends of people faithful to God. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. What a sight! Lazarus—the beggar, the sick man, once despised by the rich man—now in a place of light, of coolness, of blessedness, while the rich man himself is in hell, in torments, with no help from anywhere. And where are his fellow revelers and flatterers now? Perhaps they too are in hell? You know what follows next: the rich man asked Abraham to send Lazarus, that he might dip the tip—only the tip—of his finger in water and cool his tongue, that pleasure-loving tongue, now fearfully burning and parched. But even this is refused the rich man. It is true that Abraham calls him son, just as the former rich man had called him father—but this title, son, served only as a reproach to the rich man, who had not done the deeds of Abraham—his self-restraint and his hospitality to strangers. What, then, is the reason for the refusal of even a single drop of water? It is that the rich man received his good things in his lifetime, and Lazarus his evil things. What good things of his own? Those which he counted as good—that is, he ate, drank, dressed elegantly, made merry, but gave no thought to God and to pleasing Him, did no good deeds, and so lived like a dumb beast, taking no care for his immortal soul. Consequently—for what he lived, that he received; what he counted as his own good, in that he took his fill; for eternity he prepared nothing, no good deeds at all; he acquired no desire and no need for spiritual and eternal blessings; he showed himself a stranger to love for God and neighbor—he has no business in paradise, where there is room only for the righteous and for those who love God and one another with a pure love; Lazarus, however, in the furnace of sickness and deprivation, was cleansed of his sins, and bore, in his very sickness and deprivation, the punishment for them; and for this, says Abraham, he is comforted here, while you are tormented.

See how suddenly the roles of each were reversed, and this immediately after the death of each of them: how inconstant, how fragile, how untrustworthy everything earthly is! How constant and eternal, by contrast, is virtue, and its reward! Further, Abraham presents to the rich man yet another reason why Lazarus cannot come to him, the former rich man, even with the smallest comfort—a mere drop of water on a fingertip—namely, that between those confined in hell and those dwelling in paradise a gulf has been fixed, forever impassable. This must have struck the rich man with a new terror of hopelessness for any mercy, a terror of despair, and he now asks Abraham, not for himself, but for his own brothers, that Abraham would send Lazarus to them, to testify to the real existence of hell and of eternal torment in its flame, and to the existence of paradise—the eternal dwelling and place of joy for those who have lived holily, or who have borne punishment for their sins and repented. But even this is refused the former rich man; instead he is told that his brothers should hear Moses and the prophets—that is, should read and fulfill their writings. The rich man again entreats Abraham for the same thing, and is again refused, on the grounds that even the dead will not persuade them of the existence of eternal torments and eternal life, if they will not hear Moses and the prophets, who spoke by the Holy Spirit. A good, instructive lesson for all our present-day foolish wise men, who do not believe in the existence of human souls after death, in the real existence of eternal fire, and in the eternity of the torments of unrepentant sinners and of the blessedness to come. They too would wish that the dead might come to them more often, and assure them of the truth of what is said in the Gospel—but the dead will not come to them to confirm what eternal Truth itself, Christ our God, has already spoken once for all; and if they wish to change their manner of thinking and living, and to attain eternal life, let them diligently read and hear the Gospel and fulfill what is written in it. Here, then, is a brief discourse on today’s Gospel. Reflect upon what is written in it, and believe with your whole heart everything written there. For not one iota will pass away from what Truth itself, Christ, has spoken, and all will be fulfilled. Amen.
An Instruction for the 22nd Sunday After Pentecost

Today’s Gospel, on the one hand, exposes and admonishes the luxurious, the self-indulgent, the haughty, and the hardhearted rich, who make merry every day in splendor and take no thought for pleasing God, for the true food and the true, unceasing, heavenly joy of the spirit, and for mercy toward the poor; on the other hand, it pours heavenly comfort into the souls of the poor, the unfortunate of this world, despised by their rich brethren, who forget themselves in their own wealth and pleasures. The Lord Jesus Christ, every one of whose words is truth, depicts the fate, after death, the eternal and unchangeable fate, of both: the unbearable torment of such rich men, in the flame of Gehenna, and the comfort of the poor, like Lazarus, in Abraham’s bosom, in the dwellings of the righteous; He relates the rich man’s petition for help to Abraham and to Lazarus, and the decisive refusal of even this help to the rich man, seemingly so trifling a thing; He speaks of the impassable gulf between hell and heaven, between the place of torment for sinners and the place of blessedness for the righteous; then He speaks of the rich man’s further request to Abraham, that he would send Lazarus to the house of this rich man’s father, to testify to his five brothers, who lived, as he had, in luxury, idleness, and merrymaking, of the existence, after death, of fearsome torments for sinners—and of the further refusal to grant this request, as groundless and unreasonable. Let us all, then, draw a lesson for our own life from today’s Gospel—let us condemn the vanity, the folly of our own life, our own love of pleasure, our own love of gain, our own pride, our own ingratitude before God, our own hardheartedness toward our neighbors. In our own time, more than at any other, the passion for exquisite, luxurious clothing, and for a life of daily dissipation, has grown strong. Fashions turn the heads of many young women and women, and of many effeminate men as well, occupy their whole soul, and leave no room to think of the one thing needful—of the salvation of the soul from sins and passions, from the fire of Gehenna, of moving to mercy, by the tears of repentance, the righteous Judge, who is about to judge «the world in righteousness» (Ps 9:9); of acquiring faith in the Lord, of changing a pagan life for a Christian one, conformed to the Gospel.

The passion for fleshly merrymaking—especially for drunken merrymaking, for the tavern, the theater, the spectacle—likewise reigns today among those who call themselves Christians; the drunk are not infrequently seen at nearly every step; theaters are filled with idle spectators, fond of passing their time lightly, playfully—even on Sundays and feast days, which ought to be devoted entirely to reflection on the greatest works of the divine providence concerning us, and to thanksgiving to the Lord for it. My God! How great are our own iniquities! We neglect to please You, our Creator, Savior, and Judge, to fulfill Your saving commandments, in which lies our temporal and eternal life and well-being; we take no care for the salvation of our own souls, than which nothing is more precious, for which You came down from heaven, suffered, died, and rose again—and to whom, instead, do we give our devotion?

To the flesh and the devil—to the flesh, which is alive today and tomorrow, perhaps, will be dead, cold, motionless, and foul-smelling.

We spare nothing for fleshly pleasures, yet for our own brethren, for the poor, we grudge a few kopecks. But, brothers, «God is patient without end, but He also torments without end». Nor shall we ourselves escape the judgment of the fire of Gehenna, if we do not abandon our own carousing, our own drunkenness, our own passion for dressing exquisitely, and do not take care to satisfy the hunger of our own soul—not a hunger for bread, and not a thirst for water, but a hunger for the peace of God, for holiness, for the righteousness of God, for the fulfillment of Christ’s commandments. Behold, today’s Gospel gives fair warning of the fate, after death, of all such revelers: they will be in flame, in torments, in fearsome torments, with no hope of their ever ending. He who has ears to hear, let him hear, and let him hasten to amend himself: for death is near to everyone, and, together with it, the judgment: «for it is appointed for man to die once, and after this the judgment» (Hebr 9:27). But what do I hear from these revelers? Very many of them do not believe that there are such fearsome torments after death, and imagine that all their own follies will simply pass unpunished, that there will be nothing at all after death. Behold, even the rich man mentioned in the Gospel, cast into Gehenna after death, asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his own brothers, to assure them that there is a fearsome torment after death for all unrepentant sinners; which means that they too, like him, lived carelessly, in part because of their unbelief in the righteous recompense that awaits everyone after death. No, friends—do not be deceived: God is not false in His threats and His promises; there has never been a lie in the mouth of the Lord; a great multitude of His holy words has already been fulfilled exactly; and the rest will be fulfilled too. It cannot be that the Lord would fail to reward those who diligently keep His commandments—for instance, the commandments of patience, self-restraint, meekness, humility, purity, and chastity—and fail to punish those who fearlessly resist Him, who continually defile within themselves the image of God through intemperance, through fleshly impurity, through excessive love of gain, through pride, and through the other passions. The fire of Gehenna stands ready. «Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and cast into the fire» (Mt 3:10). And who is this fruitless tree? The sinner who lives without repentance; and this fire is not our own earthly, feeble fire, but the fire of Gehenna, a thousand times fiercer: for everything of that other world incomparably exceeds everything of this one; our own fire here, compared to that of Gehenna, is but a shadow. You will say: this is fearsome. Yes, it is fearsome. It was from just such a fearsome fire, from just such fearsome torment, that the Son of God came to save us; and what fearsome sufferings did our salvation cost Him, the sinless and most holy God-man! And after all this we still dare to live carelessly—and even to disbelieve that there is a fire of Gehenna at all. What, then, after this, shall we believe? My brothers! Let us abandon intemperance and luxury, carelessness for our own soul—a soul beyond all price; let us despise temporal pleasures, which vanish like a dream, yet cast us into eternal torment, if we do not amend ourselves, and let us spend the rest of our life in repentance, in self-restraint, in blessed labors. Amen.
An Instruction for the 22nd Sunday After Pentecost (20)

«So he» (the rich man) «cried and said: father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame» (Lk 16:24).

We have, beloved brothers, a bad habit—of not recognizing ourselves in those parables and examples which sometimes touch directly upon us, you and me. This, we say, does not concern us; we are not like that; it concerns only such-and-such other people. And from this it follows that we quite often, for instance, on hearing a Gospel parable or narrative, draw no useful instruction for ourselves from it, and, on leaving church, go on living just as we lived before. We act neither well nor honestly in this. Let us, then, apply today’s Gospel parable of the rich man and Lazarus to ourselves, as far as a good conscience compels us to relate what we have heard to ourselves too. Let us hear of whom, and what, today’s Gospel speaks. It speaks of a rich man and of the poor Lazarus; of the rich man it is said that he lived richly, dressed luxuriously, as some ancient king once did, delighted himself and his friends every day with the richest of tables, and was extremely hardhearted and stingy toward the poor and unfortunate. Of Lazarus it is said that he lay at the gate of the rich man’s house, full of sores, and desired only to be fed with the crumbs falling from the rich man’s table, and that the dogs came and licked his sores; then it speaks of the fate of each after death—of the most unfortunate lot of the rich man and the most blessed portion of Lazarus: «the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into the kingdom of heaven, into the bosom of Abraham the forefather. The rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said: father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said: son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us. Then he said: I beg you, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment. Abraham said to him: they have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said: no, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent. But he said to him: if they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead» (Lk 16:19-31). Here is the whole sacred parable, spoken by the most pure and unfailing lips of the Lord Himself.

Let us proceed, then, to draw edification from it for ourselves. Let us consider the rich man’s conduct, for which he was condemned to eternal fire, and the grievous condition of poor Lazarus: the rich man dressed, like some king, in purple and gold—in short, in the costliest garments—and feasted luxuriously every day; and yet he was extremely proud and hardhearted; seeing daily a poor man at the gate of his own house, he passed him by without the slightest compassion—and poor Lazarus longed to be fed even with the crumbs falling from the rich man’s table. Notice how modest, how extremely limited, were the poor man’s own desires: he wished only to be fed with crumbs from the rich man’s table; would these crumbs have ruined the rich man, had he himself, out of compassion, given them to the poor man? But he was unwilling to give him even the crumbs; perhaps only the servants, secretly, gave him something; the dogs were more compassionate than their own master: they came and licked Lazarus’s sores. See how wealth puffs up and hardens the heart of a person who makes unwise and ungrateful use of it; he despises a fellow being of his own nature—a man, in every way like himself—fails to recognize in him his own brother, counts him almost worse than the animals, since he caresses and feeds the animals, but abhors the poor man and refuses him even his own crumbs. And yet, for all his haughtiness and hardheartedness, this rich man enjoys the respect of many—though, of course, not a sincere respect; he is flattered, he is extolled for his cheerful character, for his skill in living well, for his refined taste, for his skill in dressing tastefully, for his intelligence, and so forth. But the judgment of God, brothers, is not the judgment of man. See what follows the rich man’s death. The much-praised rich man dies; his body is committed to the earth, while his soul is cast by cruel demons into an unbearable fire. And behold, the former rich man, burning in the flame, asks Abraham only that Lazarus would dip the tip of his finger in water and come to cool his tongue—that same tongue which had once been fastidious, down to the smallest detail, about luxurious food and drink. But even this small comfort is refused him, and quite justly: for the rich man, while living on earth, was unwilling to grant even the smallest comfort to a poor man, giving him not even a crumb—and so, in the other life, after death, not even a drop is given to him. What exact, inexorable justice! May I remember this, before all others, as one myself often given to hardheartedness; may all who suffer from this same sickness remember what strict, inexorable justice from God awaits us for hardheartedness toward the poor: if we do not amend ourselves, do not come to our senses, we too will be cast into the fire, and there will be no comfort at all for us in the fire of Gehenna.

But how blessed, by contrast, was poor Lazarus’s own lot after death: he is at once carried by radiant, good Angels into the kingdom of heaven, and his soul tastes the sweetest comforts, such as never even entered his mind here. See how changeable our own lot is! See how quickly earthly, vain, fleeting goods pass away! See into what calamity they cast a person forever, who makes unwise use of them, not according to the will of God, but according to his own sinful lusts! Blessed, a hundred times blessed, are all the Lazaruses who bear, without complaint, on earth, poverty, hunger, cold, and sickness. They will suffer here only a short while, but will be eternally comforted there, if with faith, patience, and humility they bear their own hard lot. In justification of our own hardheartedness toward the poor, we usually point out to ourselves and to others their weaknesses, their real or imagined faults, calling them lazy, idle, drunkards, and the like. In every family, it is true, there is no lack of a black sheep; but it is unjust to lump them all into one category and refuse them all alike. Look closely at them, speak with them, and you will see. Many of them deserve our full sympathy and compassion. And yet, let us not be harsh judges of our neighbors either: let us rather look impartially at ourselves, and sincerely condemn ourselves for our own daily pleasures, for our own amusements and entertainments, for our own costly clothing in the latest fashion and taste, for our own exquisite, luxurious household furnishings, and the rest, and let us not judge the poor too harshly for sometimes comforting and warming themselves with a warming, comforting drink: after all, they were not made of iron and stone, but, like us sinners, are made of the same flesh and blood; they too grow cold, and go hungry, and go naked, and endure many, many hardships, and, to crown it all, suffer general contempt, enduring our own hardheartedness and mockery, and are deprived of church gatherings, of public prayer and praise—that great comfort and support for the soul.

Concerning today’s Gospel, it is worth noting that it is especially instructive for people who have adopted the modern, false views on the fate of people beyond the grave. Foolish people say: there will be nothing after death—neither torment nor blessedness; everything ends with this present life. But behold, eternal Truth itself, which cannot err, says today: no, it is beyond the grave that either real, eternal life begins, or real, eternal torment for the eternal soul, unable to be rid of its own evil. Consider: Abraham died nearly four thousand years ago; the rich man mentioned in the Gospel has died; Lazarus has died—but they died only in body; in soul they are alive, just as if they had not died even in body: some are in blessedness, comforted, while the other is in torment; the soul of the rich man, like that of Lazarus, retains its own vitality, its own feelings, its own sensations, its own full personhood; the one is in fearsome deprivation, in a state entirely the opposite of what it was on earth; the other is in joy and contentment. Hear: they converse—the one in hell, in the flame, the other in the kingdom of heaven. And what an instructive conversation between the rich man, cast into hell, and Abraham, answering on Lazarus’s behalf! The rich man asks for even a small comfort—he is refused, and told that there is no possibility whatsoever of passing from paradise into hell, or from hell into paradise; the rich man points to his five brothers still remaining alive on earth—unbelievers, presumably likewise wealthy revelers—and asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his father’s house, to assure them that there is life beyond the grave, a merciless judgment for all who are unmerciful, so that they too might not come to that place of torment. But what does Abraham answer the former rich man? They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And to our own unbelievers and freethinkers it must be said: you have the Gospel—read it diligently, so that you do not lose yourselves entirely in the labyrinth of this vain, earthly life, and do not choke in the smoke and fumes of your own passions and lusts, and perish forever. Let us hear what the former rich man answers Abraham: no, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent. Even today many unbelievers would wish that the dead might come to them from the other world, to assure them of the life to come, as though the dead were more trustworthy than the Lord Himself, or the Apostles and Evangelists. Abraham answers: if they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, even if one should rise from the dead. And if today’s wise men, or fools, do not believe the Gospel and what is written in it, then, of course, they will not believe even a man risen from the dead either. So then, it remains for all of us, for our own salvation, and to escape the fate of Gehenna, to read and hear the Gospel diligently and to fulfill it, and especially to be merciful and compassionate toward our neighbors. Amen.
An Instruction for the 22nd Sunday After Pentecost, on the Rich Man and Lazarus

How much instruction there is in today’s Gospel about the rich man and the poor, sick Lazarus! How much repulsive self-love, self-indulgence, vanity, and hardheartedness there is in the rich man! What a pitiable picture poor Lazarus presents: without his daily bread, sick, naked, forsaken by all, and, above all, despised by the rich man, who gave him not so much as a crumb from his own sumptuous table, not a single rag from his abundant clothing, not a single dressing from his medical supplies. The dogs, take note, the dogs were more compassionate than their own master: for they came and caressed the beggar, and licked his sores. What a fearsome, incomprehensible hardheartedness in a being created in the image of God! And yet it exists in all its ugliness even now. And, strangely, the richer a person is, the more hardhearted he generally becomes—when, it would seem, he ought instead to grow more merciful, out of gratitude to the merciful God. This, my brothers, is the bad side of wealth: it hardens a person’s heart, turns it to stone, makes it unfeeling. This is why it is so hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God: «it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God» (Mt 19:24). There are, of course, exceptions even among the rich: there are kind, compassionate, merciful ones—but such form only a small exception; very, very few of them. But see what the fate of the rich man and the poor man is after death: «the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom» — that is, into the kingdom of heaven; «the rich man also died and was buried. And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said: father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame». Hear this: Lazarus is in the kingdom of heaven, while the rich man is in hell, in the flame of Gehenna, in torment; and he who himself knew no mercy in his own life now asks for mercy from Abraham and from Lazarus—and what does he ask for? Not daring to ask for much, he asks only that Abraham would send Lazarus to cool his own pleasure-loving tongue with a finger dipped in water. It seems there could be nothing smaller to ask! And yet even this is not given him; even this is refused him, by the righteousness of God: «for with the measure we now measure to our neighbors, it will be measured back to us there» (Lk 6:38). What, then, did Abraham say? This is what he said: «son!» he says, «remember that you have already received your good things in your lifetime, and Lazarus his evil things: but now he is comforted here, and you are tormented. And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us». There was nothing left for the rich man to do after this. He had to submit to the righteous judgments and to suffer without any comfort at all. O, if only all whom God has endowed with wealth would remember this—especially all hardhearted and stingy rich men, and luxury-loving revelers! O, if only, instead of going, say, to spectacles and amusing themselves there with masked vanity, they would visit, at least on feast days, the sick and the poor, and show them Christian, brotherly mercy! By this they would redeem their own souls from the flame of Gehenna. But with us the most ordinary thing of all is to throw away money on our own pleasures without a second thought, and to pass by the poor with contempt.

I do not say that one must give to every poor man: some involuntarily repel giving by their own conduct; but among the unworthy there are also many worthy ones; and, besides, it is not our own business to judge them harshly; it is better to judge ourselves. But let us hear what the unfortunate rich man says: «I beg you, father», he says, «send him to my father’s house, for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment. Abraham said to him: they have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said: no, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent. But he said to him: if they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead» (Lk 16:19-31). With this today’s Gospel ends. The rich man, tormented in the fire of Gehenna, remembered his own brothers, likewise revelers and unmerciful men. Send Lazarus, he says, to my father’s house; I have, he says, five brothers; let him assure them that there is an eternal fire for all who are unmerciful, so that they too might not come to this place of torment. And even today the rich, blinded by their own wealth and the merriments of life, do not believe that there is a hell, and drink the cup of merriment to the dregs, indulging themselves however they can. O, if only they believed this, and remembered the horrors of eternal torment! They would be content with a mere piece of bread, and would gladly give their own surplus to the poor. But they do not believe, they hear neither the Apostles nor the Prophets nor the Lord Himself, who speaks in the Gospel—to such a degree are they faithless and devoted to this present world! They say: who knows what will be beyond the grave? No one has ever come back from there to tell us what is there—whether there is torment or not. It is more likely, they say, that there is nothing at all; now, if someone were to rise from the dead and tell us of the torments there, then we would believe. What, what are you saying, you fool? You would believe a man risen from the dead, but you do not believe the Lord—the Lord Himself, who speaks in the Gospel of what will come after death, for the sinful and for the righteous alike? For this alone you deserve Gehenna, if you do not repent of your own insolence, of your own unbelief. If you do not believe the Lord Himself, if you do not believe the Evangelists and the Apostles, who speak the truth to you by the Holy Spirit, then, of course, you will not believe any risen dead man either, nor your own father, nor your brother, nor your friend. Let us, then, do good to our neighbors while we still can; let us feed our own Lazaruses—that is, our neighbors; let us clothe them; let us apply a dressing to our own Lazaruses; let us bind up their wounds; let us bury our own Lazaruses, and not allow speechless dogs to be more compassionate than we ourselves, human beings honored with reason. Amen.
A Word for the 23rd Sunday After Pentecost

«And when He» (Jesus Christ) «had stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house, but in the tombs» (Lk 8:27).

Did you hear, beloved brothers, the Gospel account read today of the demon-possessed man in the country of the Gadarenes, and of his healing by Jesus Christ? Did you hear how the demons tormented this unfortunate man, and how wretchedly he dragged out his own pitiable life? Did you see the divine authority of Jesus Christ over demons—over an entire legion of them, that is, over several thousand, who had taken up residence in this unfortunate man? Did you see the sudden destruction of a great herd of animals, the so-called unclean ones, into which the demons entered by the Savior’s own permission? Consider this account carefully, and let us draw a lesson from it: it is told for our own edification. There were demon-possessed people in former times; there are demon-possessed people today too; only today, in the new grace, demons act more secretly and more cunningly than they did in that old time, when their strength and power over people had not yet been solemnly broken, and they had far more freedom in the world. Even now, in fact, there are very, very many raging people. Which of us does not know the present-day kind of demon-possessed, or raging, drunkards? Who has not heard, and who does not know, how they—if they are men and married—torment and torture, not to speak of themselves, their own wives, and, if there are children too, to their misfortune, their own children as well; how, by the action of the demon, they not infrequently either hang themselves, or drive their own wives and children to death by their beatings and tormenting, and what, what does some poor woman not suffer from a drunken husband, or children from a drunken father! There is not strength enough to weep for the misfortunes in a house where a drunkard is found: a hell, a true hell, is made there; every day there are tears and groans. The drunkard drinks every day, and drags everything out of the house to drink it away. O fearsome passion! O fearsome madness! Who is to blame for this? Of course, the drunkard himself, who has come to this demonic state through his own greed for wine. Every sick person can be treated, but a drunkard cannot be treated by any means, unless he himself resolves decisively to abandon drunkenness and turn with his whole heart to the help of the Lord Jesus Christ, who alone, by His own grace, can heal this fearsome, ruinous passion. I have happened to see many drunkards; among them I have seen some completely healed by the grace of Christ, to whose help they themselves diligently had recourse; but I have also seen, and you too have seen, many perish by a fearsome death, without repentance, by suicide or by drinking themselves to death. So then, I say, I have seen many drunkards completely healed by the grace of Christ, which they sincerely sought, and which they received, and this gives me occasion to say, for the edification of drunkards: seek diligently the help of the Savior, and He will surely save you, will drive from you the demonic host which has taken up residence in you because of your own intemperance, your own carelessness for yourself, your laziness and coldness toward prayer, your little faith and unbelief, your own estrangement from God and from the Church… But I have also seen true demon-possessed people, in whom demons had taken up residence, but who, by the inscrutable judgments of God, suffered mental derangement through them, and uttered, through them, fearsome blasphemies and foul speech; I have seen how fearsomely they were thrown, some unfortunate person, from corner to corner, or compelled to climb up the wall, and so forth. Such people, I think, together with the Apostle—God «delivered to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved» (1Cor 5:5). But such demon-possessed people were, of course, in a state of non-accountability: they were not conscious of what they were doing. But drunkards are held accountable for their own actions; for they are not deprived of reason or freedom of action; and they will be called to account for their own drunkenness and for their own disgraceful conduct. «Drunkards… will not inherit the kingdom of God» (1Cor 6:10).

But there is, brothers, another kind of raging. These are evil, irritable, wrathful people. Have you seen wrathful, angry, evil people? How unpleasant they are in their anger! It is said in Scripture: «a wrathful man is not comely» (Prov 11:25). How is their whole face disfigured! What flashing eyes, like those of fierce beasts, in which malice and fury are seen! All of us are sometimes irritable, all of us are inclined to anger, and therefore all of us must ask the Lord, in repentance, for a spirit of meekness, humility, and patience. «Beloved, do not avenge yourselves», the Apostle exhorts, «but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the Lord» (Rom 12:19). There are, besides, several kinds of quiet raging—silent or slanderous: such is the raging of envious people, who are consumed by another’s happiness or well-being, and who either suffer in silence in their soul, seeing the happiness of their neighbors, or revile and slander those whom they envy.

There is also the raging of the stingy, of those greedy for money, who, for gain and for its increase, are ready for every kind of unrighteousness, and who, at the loss of it, are ready to lay hands upon themselves, and whose hearts the demons have so hardened that they are moved by no calamity, whether private or public—who, seeing the hungry, the naked, the sick, the maimed, pass by every day and will not give a single kopeck, though their own treasuries overflow with the gifts of God. Is this not a form of raging madness—even though those subject to it walk calmly past the unfortunate every day, and do not count it a sin?

There is a raging of fleshly passion: those possessed by it fall into despondency and despair if their passion is not satisfied, or resolve upon the most shameful acts in order to satisfy it, or, not infrequently, even upon suicide. So that this or other raging passions may not overpower us, they must be bridled at the very outset; once they have grown strong, it becomes extremely difficult to master them, and, without the cooperation of grace, impossible.

There is also the mania of card-playing, when people calmly spend their evenings and nights at cards, killing precious time, while giving no heed to the things of God, paying no attention to their own soul or its salvation, and taking no care at all for repentance and virtue.

There is a mania, or passion, for spectacles. There are people who rave about the theater, waking and sleeping, and applaud theatrical celebrities until they are exhausted, while entering a church only once or twice a year, and then only to yawn. There is, in some people, a mania, or raging passion, for fashion in everything—especially in clothing, in luxurious household furnishings, in horses, and so forth—sparing no material means at all, yet trembling over a single kopeck to give to a beggar, or to donate to a church or a charitable institution. There is a mania of despondency and grief, especially in mothers after the loss of beloved children, or in wives after the loss of beloved husbands, sometimes finding no comfort or consolation in anything, because of a strong attachment to them and a lack of faith and Christian hope. There is a mania of fear, of vain dread, when a person is afraid of others like himself, or is afraid of everything around him, suspects everyone of evil designs, or, in general, assumes evil thoughts and intentions in everyone. There is also, in people, a mania, or raging, which fears or turns away from the church, from divine worship, from the singing of psalms and the reading of the Word of God—in short, from every holy thing: nothing will persuade them to come to church; lead them there, and they will tear themselves away and flee, or find some plausible pretext to avoid it—such an estrangement from God and from His holy temple sometimes occurs! To this same category belongs the raging of nihilism, which rejects everything holy, every truth of Revelation, everything precious to a rational being, especially to Christians—everything that comforts, strengthens, adorns, and elevates a person. There is a raging of foul speech, defiling the heart and soul and mouth of those who speak filthily, observed chiefly among the common people, and especially among the lower military ranks. So many are the different kinds of raging, or mania, in people! And not even all of them are listed here: for sinful raging takes countless forms, and the hydra of sin has many heads. By what remedy can we be healed of this moral sickness, by what means can we be saved from this many-headed monster, so as not to become the prey of the cunning of wily, evil, unclean, and foul demons?—Only by humble faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, who trampled down the power of the devil, joined with sincere, deep repentance, prayer, and fasting. «This kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting», says the Lord (Mt 17:21). For this reason, among others, the Holy Church has established fasts, so that Christians might have in them a weapon against the devil and his countless wiles. Behold, this present fast too the Holy Church has sent us, for our help, since yesterday. Let us receive this remedy of the Church willingly, and, according to our own strength, keep the fasts, that we may crucify the flesh with its passions and lusts. Amen.
An Instruction for the 23rd Sunday After Pentecost

«And when He» (Jesus Christ) «had stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house, but in the tombs» (Lk 8:27).

«And when Jesus stepped out onto the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had been possessed by demons for a long time, and wore no clothes, and lived not in a house but in the tombs». In today’s Gospel the holy Evangelist Luke has told us the account of the Savior’s casting out of many demons from a demon-possessed man. How pitiable this man was! He did not wear clothes, and lived not in a house, but in the tombs—that is, in the sepulchral caves; for a long time the demons tormented him, and so severely that he beat himself against the rocks, and his neighbors, trying to keep him safe, «bound him with chains and shackles; and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness». Jesus Christ asked the unfortunate man: «what is your name?» — not, of course, because He did not know; for what can be unknown to the All-knowing One?—but in order to make known to the people how many unclean tormentors were in the man. «He answered, saying: legion—because many demons had entered him. And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss» — that is, into hell. «Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the mountain. So the demons begged Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them», in order to show that a person is infinitely more precious than animals. «Then the demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the lake and drowned. When those who fed them saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. Then they went out to see what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed was healed. Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So He got into the boat and returned. Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged Him that he might be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying: return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you. And he went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him» (Lk 8:27-39). Are there demon-possessed people among us, in our own time? There are, and many: both real, evident demon-possessed people, and demon-possessed people who are not evident; of these latter, first, all those are demon-possessed who blaspheme the name of God and of God’s saints, holy Scripture, the Church of God, and who turn strongly away from it and from the word of God; who blaspheme the holy icons, the holy relics, the sacred rank, and the persons ordained to that rank; who consider the holy fasts and the rule of preparation for Communion, according to the ordinance of the Holy Church, unnecessary. Second, those may also, to some degree, be called demon-possessed who, contrary to the Gospel, to experience, and to common sense, assert that there are no evil spirits: this stubborn unbelief in evil spirits is itself a true form of raging, for it runs contrary to the truth and contrary to the revelation of God. The Lord came to earth precisely in order to destroy the works of the devil, to save man from his violence. If there is no devil, then there is no Christianity; then the coming of the Son of God into the world would have been unnecessary. But this is absurd; the experience of each one of us, common sense, the history of the lives of the saints, and the history of every nation assure us of the existence of evil spirits. Further, one can, with justice, call demon-possessed people who are evil, wrathful, unruly, drunken, foul-mouthed, abusive, envious, ill-wishing, harboring secret or open enmity and hatred toward their neighbors, those who gloat over others’ misfortunes; the stingy, the money-loving, those living in fornicating impurity; the cunning, the deceitful, offenders, the hardhearted and unmerciful, and, finally, people given over to a strong fleshly passion, and every unrepentant sinner. For tell me, from where can so much evil arise in a person, created in the image and likeness of God? Evidently, from the devil, who is the instigator, in a person, by that person’s own will, of every evil. «He who commits sin is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning» (1Jn 3:8). Let us, then, root out from our own heart every passion, every sin, every evil, so that we may give no place at all, in ourselves, to the devil; «give no place to the devil» (Eph 4:27), says the Apostle; «resist him, and he will flee from you» (Jac 4:7), says the Apostle James too. «Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour; whom resist, steadfast in the faith» (1Pet 5:8-9). Amen.
An Instruction for the 23rd Sunday After Pentecost, on the Healing of the Demon-Possessed Man

Today, my brothers, there was read the Gospel of how the Lord Jesus Christ healed a demon-possessed man in the country of the Gadarenes, casting out of him, by His own divine authority, an entire legion of demons, who had tormented him for a long time; a legion, by the Roman reckoning of that time, contained six thousand. This means that the Lord cast six thousand demons out of the demon-possessed man. A great number! And such a number in a single person! My God! A single demon can do a person harm without measure, and here there were six thousand demons. Why, they could long ago have brought this pitiable man to his end. How, then, did they not torment him to death, did they not destroy him, before the Lord finally cast them out? Of course, by the power of God they could not do this, since God permitted them to torment the demon-possessed man only as much as was necessary, by divine justice, for his own admonition and for the instruction of the other people—the pagans living in that region—as to what grievous punishment would befall them from God, if they did not turn from their idols to the true God and repent of their own sins. Such, brothers, is the Lord’s authority over demons! They can work their own mischief in people only as much as the Lord permits them—not one iota more. Nor do they have any power over animals either, unless the Lord permits them to enter into them and torment them; this is evident from the fact that the demons asked the Lord’s permission to enter the herd of swine, and this was permitted them—and no sooner had He permitted them to enter the swine than the whole herd rushed down the steep place into the sea and drowned. If such power over people had been given to demons by God, they would, within a few hours—what am I saying, within a few minutes—destroy the entire human race, on account of their own inherent malice toward it. But the Lord restrains them, for the whole dark, satanic kingdom obeys His majesty with fear. See how the demons fell before Christ; see how the demon-possessed man, possessed by them for a long time, on seeing Him, cried out, and said in a loud voice: what have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High? I implore You, he says, do not torment me.—For Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. And, in order to show clearly to the people and disciples present that an evil power was in the demon-possessed man, the Lord asked the demon: what is your name? He said: legion, because many demons had entered him. And they begged Jesus that He would not command them to go out into the abyss. They must find it there dull, stifling, tormenting, unbearable!

But now let me turn to myself, and to you, brothers: are we too not sometimes subject to our own kind of raging? Let us be candid: as sinful people, we too suffer, at times, from a kind of raging—for instance, when we grow angry, when we envy, when we are hardhearted toward our neighbors, stingy, fond of money, and the rest. In us there dwells a countless multitude of passions, and therefore our own legions of demons too. So, for instance, in us too there is a demon of delusion, a demon of cunning, a demon of extortion, a demon of falsehood and deceit; a demon of fornicating impurity; a spirit of ill will, malice, enmity, envy, a spirit of estrangement from God, of division from one another, a spirit of self-indulgence or gluttony and various whims; a spirit of idleness and laziness; a spirit of vanity and vainglory; a spirit of blasphemy, abuse, obstinacy, harshness, a spirit of impatience, foul speech, and every absurdity in our thoughts, feelings, words, and deeds; a spirit of drunkenness, a spirit of unruliness and sedition; a spirit of condemning and thinking ill of our neighbors; a spirit of ill will and malice toward our neighbors; a spirit of confusion, fear, and faintheartedness, of impatience and despair; a spirit of distraction and frivolity; a spirit of mockery; a spirit of insubordination and willfulness; a spirit of doubt and unbelief; a spirit of suspicion and distrust; a spirit of caprice and foolish discontent; a spirit of aversion to prayer and to the praise of God, and, in general, to the service of God, to the reading of the Word of God and other spiritual books, and, on the contrary, a spirit of attachment to reading vain or empty, useless books, feeding only idle curiosity and the passions, and so on, and so on. If we look carefully and impartially into our own soul, into its thoughts, feelings, habits, passions, weaknesses—in short, into the whole course of our inward and outward life—we will find that a multitude of passions, and consequently of demons too, live and act within us, and that all of us, in one way or another, become, from time to time, a workshop of the devil, in the words of a certain holy father, or a workhouse for him.

What, then, my brothers? What are we to do, who suffer from the mischief of demons? Let us take refuge daily, in repentance, in the Lord, who came «to destroy the works of the devil» (1Jn 3:8) and to save us from his dominion and his bondage—praying earnestly to Him, that He grant us the grace to love righteousness, every righteousness, and to hate lawlessness; that He grant us the will and the strength, the understanding and the wisdom, to love Him, the Lord, with all our heart and all our mind, and our neighbor as ourselves. For love, love alone, «is the fulfillment of the whole law» (Rom 13:10). Let us avoid self-indulgence, self-love, attachment to the perishable goods of this world, which is nearing its end: for from attachment to them come all our sins, and because of them we labor for the bodiless enemy, just as the inhabitants of the country of the Gadarenes, loving and grieving for their own swine, drowned in the sea, begged the Lord to depart from them. Is this not, in truth, how all who ardently love earthly goods speak in their own thoughts: depart from us, O Lord; let us enjoy earthly goods, they are dearer, more precious to us than You. Yes, this is truly what happens with many, in fact; for attachment to earthly, perishable goods is a scourge and the uprooting of love for God and neighbor. Amen.
A Word for the 23rd Sunday After Pentecost (25)

«Then Jesus asked» (the demon-possessed man) «saying: what is your name? He said: legion, because many demons had entered him. And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the abyss» (Lk 8:30-31).

You heard today, my brothers, the Gospel account of Jesus Christ’s healing of the demon-possessed man, how the Lord cast out of him an entire legion of demons, that is, six thousand: for a Roman legion contained that many. See how many evil spirits gathered together to torment a single person, by God’s permission, of course, for some sins of his own. This demon-possessed man is, brothers, an image of the whole human race, tormented by the devil. This torment differs infinitely in its forms, but is fierce in all of them. Take whatever passion of a person you like, whatever sin or vice you please: at times it becomes extremely tormenting, brazenly demanding its own satisfaction; it wars against, does violence to, tyrannizes, and not infrequently kills both soul and body; especially in our own evil and difficult time, one need not go far for examples of this kind: suicides and murders abound everywhere; let us recall, for example, the countless tyrannies of sin over drunkards, over those madly, that is, carnally, infatuated, over the stingy and the money-loving, over the wrathful, the irritable, the envious, the willful, the suspicious, and so on, and so on. How many torments the devil works in people; how he mocks people subject to sin, slaves of sin—but not the true slaves of God, who serve Him continually with a pure heart, over whom he has no power; but how many are there of these true slaves of God, living not for themselves, not for the flesh and the world, but for God and for their neighbors? And, of course, in such tormenting of us by the devil, it is not God who is to blame, but we ourselves, we sinners, slaves of sin and of the devil. And here the Lord shows us, plainly and clearly, in this demon-possessed man, how cruel, how tormenting, how ruinous sin is, and the devil, the author of every sin, and to whom we must have recourse in order to be delivered from the torment of sin. Now, let every sinner think of himself, of the death-bearing dominion of sin within himself, and strive to break off his own alliance with sin; by this he will deliver himself from its temporal and eternal torment—yes, eternal too: for sin does not tyrannize a person only for a time, but will torment him forever, if he does not sincerely repent here, abandon sin, and change his own heart and his own life. But someone among you will say that it is extremely difficult to be delivered from sin, from sinful inclinations, from the habit of sin, and so we all remain entangled in sins, and tormented by sins, our whole life long. It is true that this is extremely difficult, but, with God’s help, everything becomes both easy and manageable. Only take a firm resolve not to commit sin. The Holy Church, possessing every grace, every gracious power, is always ready to help you, and will surely help you, if you have recourse to her. For this the Lord gave her all His own authority, all His own power. Who, then, forbids you to have recourse to her powerful protection? The Lord is always the same (Hebr 13:8), now as then; even now He continually casts out, from people who repent without ceasing, hosts of sins, and casts out demons, who work their cunning against people in various ways. It was for this that the Lord came to earth, that He might destroy the works of the devil. Glory to His mercy! See here: for how many years did the demons torment this unfortunate man, out of whom, as you heard, the Lord cast a full six thousand demons—and what did they gain in the end? The accursed ones went out of the man, and the man was saved—and not only for a time, but forever: for, of course, after this, the Lord made him a vessel of grace, and he ended his days in peace and virtue, well pleasing to God. So too will the Lord deliver us from the tormenting and the mockery of the devil, if we have recourse to Him, our merciful Savior, with faith and in repentance. How many sinners has He saved, in ancient generations and in our own! How many are being saved without ceasing! How many vessels of the devil have become vessels of God, in whom the Lord has taken up His dwelling forever! And the works of the devil are being destroyed: fornicators and harlots, having truly repented, enter the kingdom of God, leaving behind them the proud, the self-styled righteous. Woe only to the unbelieving, the unrepentant, and to those who despise the Church; but for the believing and repentant, it is well; they will not perish, and, sooner or later, will be delivered from the sins that trip and torment them. To God our Savior be glory forever and ever. Amen.
A Word for the 24th Sunday After Pentecost

Today’s Gospel, beloved brothers and sisters, proclaims to us the almighty power of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the Giver of life, who grants to all life and breath, as well as health to the incurably sick, and every natural and gracious, every ordinary and supernatural, gift: for today’s Gospel speaks of the Lord’s raising from the dead of the daughter of Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, and of the healing of the woman with the flow of blood, who had suffered from her ailment for twelve years, and could not be cured by any physicians. I will not repeat the details of the account of these miracles, since you heard them in the Gospel reading itself, but will try only to draw from it instruction and edification for myself and for you. The direct teaching, directly disclosed by the sacred account of the raising of Jairus’s daughter, is that there will assuredly be a resurrection of the dead, for the Lord raised the dead, as is evident from the Gospel, chiefly in order to show that He Himself is the resurrection and the life and the God of all. «I am, He says, the resurrection and the life» (Jn 11:25); the moral lesson is that all of us must pass the whole of this present life with a watchful heart and a sober mind, awaiting the general resurrection of the dead and the fearsome day of the Lord of glory’s appearing from heaven, with all His Angels, at His second and fearsome coming. Another teaching, likewise true and certain, though not so directly drawn from the Gospel reading we have heard, is that, even before our bodily death, all of us die every day, every hour, in our own souls, falling into countless sins—that is, we die spiritually—and that for those dying a spiritual death there is also a spiritual, or soul’s, resurrection, granted by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ to all truly repentant sinners; and the rule, or commandment, the moral lesson from this, is that every sinner, if he wishes to escape the eternal death of the soul before his own ordinary, natural, bodily death, must, by unceasing repentance, rise up, or be resurrected, from the death of the soul to life—that is, he must accustom himself to live according to the Lord’s commandments, which are our own life and peace, must subdue his own passions, must rule over them, must put them to death, must strive to make every virtue his own, so that it becomes, as it were, natural to him, penetrates his whole soul, his own flesh and blood, and wraps itself, as it were, around his very ribs and all his inward parts—just as, in unrepentant sinners, or, in general, in those who sin grievously, sin and passion penetrate the whole mind, the whole heart, the whole will, the whole flesh and blood, even the very bones. Brothers and sisters! Spiritual resurrection is necessary for us—that is, it is necessary for us to take care, with all our strength, for the raising of our own souls from the death of sin before our own bodily death; for otherwise the death of the soul will be eternal. Would you like to see the fearsome, repulsive image of sinful death, which envelops the sinner? Hear what the ecumenical teacher, Saint John Chrysostom, says of this. «Repulsively foul-smelling is a soul given over to sin: it becomes, as it were, a tomb, containing every kind of stench. And for the one in whom Christ once dwelt, and the Holy Spirit acted, in whom so many Mysteries were accomplished, to become a tomb—what a calamity! What weeping and lamentation it deserves, when the members of Christ—that is, Christians—become a tomb, filled with impurity! Reflect on how you were born, of what you were counted worthy, what garment you received; how you became an incorruptible, beautiful temple, adorned not with gold or pearls, but with the Holy Spirit, which is incomparably more precious than these. Consider that no city allows even a single coffin with a corpse within its walls; and so neither can you appear in the heavenly city. If this is forbidden here, how much more there. Or rather, even here people would mock you, if you were to go about carrying a dead man, and they would not only mock you, but flee from you. Tell me: if someone carried a dead body about with him everywhere, would not everyone at once draw back and flee from him? Reason in the same way about the present case. You present a far more fearsome spectacle: you carry about everywhere a soul dead through sins, a soul given over to decay. Who will pity such a person? If you yourself do not pity your own soul, will anyone else pity so cruel and ruinous an enemy to himself? If someone were to bury a dead body in your bedroom or your dining room, what would you not do? But you bury your own soul, not in a dining room or a bedroom, but among the members of Christ, and are you not afraid that a thousand thunders and lightnings might strike your own head down from heaven? How, then, do you dare to walk into the church of God and into holy temples, being filled within with such a repulsive stench?

If someone brought a corpse into the royal palace and laid it there, he would suffer the harshest punishment. But you enter the sacred enclosure and fill the house of God with such a stench; consider, what punishment you deserve? But you do not sense the stench? This is the utmost degree of sickness! It means that your sickness is incurable; that it is far worse than the sickness of those whose body decays and gives off a foul smell. This latter sickness makes itself felt by the sufferer, and deserves no blame at all—indeed, deserves pity—but the former deserves only revulsion and torment. Consider what you say when you sing: «let my prayer be set forth as incense» before You (Ps 140:2). But if it is not incense, but a foul smoke that rises up from you and from your deeds, then what punishment do you deserve?» But enough from Chrysostom. All that has been said above I have borrowed from the ecumenical teacher, in order to characterize more clearly, more strikingly, more vividly, the spiritual death which every sinner dies every day, and which, nevertheless, many do not feel, and therefore do not see their own danger, and take no care for repentance and amendment.

On the occasion of Jesus Christ’s healing of the woman whom no physicians could cure, let me say to myself and to you this moral lesson: that in every sickness and weakness of soul and body, we must, before all else, turn, with the prayer of faith, in heartfelt repentance, to our own almighty Physician of souls and bodies, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is swift to help and to save. The woman with the flow of blood, by faith alone, snatched healing from the Lord in a single instant, from a long-standing, grievous infirmity: and we too will not be refused any mercy of His, if we continually, with unwavering faith, in unfeigned repentance, have recourse to Him in our sorrows and sicknesses. He Himself says to us: call upon Me in the day of your trouble, and I will deliver you (Ps 17:7,33:5), and you shall glorify Me. To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
An Instruction for the 24th Sunday After Pentecost

At the Liturgy today was read the Gospel of Saint Luke concerning Jesus Christ’s raising of the dead daughter of Jairus, a ruler of the Jewish synagogue, and the healing of the woman with an issue of blood through a single touch of the hem of Jesus’ garment. Let us repeat this Gospel for better remembrance and for the drawing of instruction from it. «There came to Jesus Christ a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and falling at Jesus’ feet, he begged Him to come into his house, because he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. And as He went, the people pressed upon Him. And a woman who had suffered a flow of blood for twelve years, and had spent all her substance on physicians and could be healed by none, came up behind and touched the hem of His garment; and at once the flow of her blood stopped. And Jesus said: who touched Me? And when all denied it, Peter and those with Him said: Master! the people surround You and press upon You—and You say: who touched Me? But Jesus said: someone touched Me, for I felt power going out from Me. The woman, seeing that she was not hidden, came trembling and, falling down before Him, declared to Him before all the people for what cause she had touched Him and how she was at once healed. He said to her: take heart, daughter! your faith has saved you; go in peace. While He was still speaking, someone comes from the house of the ruler of the synagogue and says to him: your daughter has died; do not trouble the Teacher. But Jesus, hearing this, said to him: do not fear, only believe, and she will be saved. And coming into the house, He allowed no one to enter except Peter, John, and James, and the father of the maiden, and the mother. All were weeping and lamenting her. But He said: do not weep; she has not died, but sleeps. And they laughed at Him, knowing that she had died. But He, having sent them all out and taken her by the hand, called out: maiden! arise. And her spirit returned; she arose at once, and He commanded that she be given something to eat. And her parents were amazed. But He charged them to tell no one what had happened» (Lk 8:41-56). This is the whole Gospel read today.

Let us bless happy Jairus, who saw his own dead daughter once more; let us congratulate, too, the woman who had suffered from her own ailment for twelve years and had despaired entirely of any help from earthly physicians, and who was healed by a single touch of the garment of the divine Wonderworker. Let us bless both of them for their great faith in Jesus Christ, for it was only through faith in Him that both of them received the greatest, most wondrous help and mercy. Do not fear, only believe—the Savior said to the ruler of the synagogue—and your daughter will be saved; take heart, daughter! your faith has saved you—the Lord told the woman who was healed. But let us ourselves also become imitators of their faith; even now, each of us, according to our own soul’s and body’s need and want, receives from the Lord, by the prayer of faith, the granting of a beneficial request: for the Lord even now abides with us continually—invisibly, by His divine omnipresence, by His grace and power, and visibly, in the Holy Mysteries of His own Body and Blood. «Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age» (Mt 28:20), He Himself says. «Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever» (Hebr 13:8). Behold, the Lord is with us now, in this holy temple, and receives our prayers, our repentance, our praise and thanksgiving, and shows us His mercy—deliverance from sins and sorrows—enlightens, cleanses, sanctifies, comforts all who pray here with sincere faith and take refuge in Him. Here, in the temple, we too can, in a special way, touch Him with our heart, by our own faith, just as that woman once did, who suffered from the ailment mentioned. Behold, I touch His holy altar: and, a wondrous thing! I at once sense a life-giving, saving power going out from Him who sits invisibly upon the throne; I am healed of every invisible wound of the serpents, delivered from every sorrow, from every anguish of sin, and I receive peace, freedom, boldness, strength of soul. He is there, my Lord and my God. There is no need to bring Him down from heaven, for He came down once from heaven for us men and for our salvation, and is now always with us, though in the flesh He has ascended into heaven. What, then, follows from what has been said? All of you, touch the Lord with faith, as that healed woman did. All of us, from our youth, suffer from a festering discharge of manifold sins; all of us suffer from a flood of impure, cunning, blasphemous, evil, tempting thoughts and feelings—from this daily, devilish flood. Who, besides the Lord, can heal us of this corrupting, foul, sinful flow? What earthly physicians can cure these human ailments? No one, except the Lord and His grace. Touch Him, then, all of you, with faith, in heartfelt repentance: and you will see, will feel with soul and body, how you are healed at once. The Lord is an inexhaustible Fountain of mercy and healing. Let us only have faith—and we will always receive healing. Do not fear, only believe—and you will be saved. Let us learn simple and living faith in the Lord from the healed woman who touched the hem of the Lord’s garment. Many people followed Christ, so that they surrounded and pressed upon Him; many, no doubt, touched His garment; but this was a touch without faith, a mechanical touch, just as today some come to church and stand in it, as it were, mechanically, without heartfelt prayer or faith in the Lord present there. Only one woman touched Him with great faith—and snatched from the Lord His wonderworking power. Let us too, then, come to the house of prayer in such a way that we always, by faith, by repentance, by heartfelt prayer, snatch from the Lord healing for the sorrows and passions of soul and body, and the cleansing of our own countless transgressions; for the Lord looks with favor on such a snatching, by us, of His own grace. I thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, that You grant me, who sin against You at every hour, to snatch from You, the Fountain of healings and the deep of mercy and generosity, Your merciful, healing, cleansing, sanctifying, life-giving grace. I beseech You, teach all Your people, from the least to the greatest, to come to You always with boldness, freely, and to snatch, by faith, Your all-saving grace.

But let us follow the Savior into the house of Jairus, where his dead daughter lies, and look upon the miracle of resurrection, worked by the Lord through the faith of the dead girl’s father. The Lord enters to the dead girl with only Peter, John, and James, and with the father and mother of the dead girl; all who were with Jairus, by kinship and friendship, wept and lamented over the dead girl. The Lord says: do not weep; the maiden has not died, but sleeps, showing that He is the Destroyer of death and hell, and that from now on death will be entirely conquered. But those who did not understand the Lord’s words laughed, knowing that she had died. But He, having driven everyone out, and taking her by the hand, declared: maiden, arise. And her spirit returned; and she arose at once; and He commanded that she be given something to eat. O our Life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to You! O our Hope! You raised up the one who was dead! You will likewise raise up all who have died since the beginning of the age, by Your own command, at the sound of the archangel’s trumpet, which will sound on the last day of the world. This is certain. But You raise up, even now, every day, Christian souls, dying through sin, You raise them up through faith and repentance. Behold, I myself die many times every day through sin, and, through repentance, rise again by Your infinitely great grace and mercy toward me, unworthy as I am. You grant me a rebirth of salvation every day, and many times over. You grant me, in place of death, life; in place of the oldness of sin, a renewal of the spirit; in place of anguish, breadth; in place of darkness, light. So it is, brothers and sisters! The Lord raises up, even now, souls dying through sin, raises them up through repentance. So then, sinners like me, love repentance, and you will not die a sinful death, and will be alive, and will be counted worthy of renewal by grace every day and every hour; you will celebrate, every day, a spiritual resurrection, a renewal of soul and body. Amen.
An Instruction for the 24th Sunday After Pentecost (28)

Today’s Gospel spoke of two wondrous acts of mercy shown by our Savior to the woman with the flow of blood and to Jairus, a ruler of the Jewish synagogue: the first the Lord healed in a single instant, through her touch of His garment; for the other, He raised his only, twelve-year-old daughter from the dead.

In this Gospel account, instructive for us, first, is the faith of Jairus, the ruler of the synagogue. His only daughter is at the point of death, and he turns with his request for help not to physicians, but to Jesus Christ, believing that He can heal her with a single word. So too, my brothers, when you fall sick, or when your wife or children, or one of your relatives, friends, or servants, falls sick, turn first of all, with prayer for help, to Jesus Christ, the Physician of our souls and bodies, swift to help all who take refuge in Him with faith; invite your spiritual father into your home, with the Divine Mysteries of the Lord’s Body and Blood, and believe that, like Jairus, you will not be put to shame in your hope. How many examples there have been, even in my own pastoral ministry, of the sick, who turned first of all for help to God, who had recourse to repentance and Communion, quickly recovering after partaking of the Holy Mysteries! I could name for you many who have been counted worthy of such great mercy from God. Jairus, mentioned in the Gospel, was not put to shame in his faith in the divine Wonderworker; do not fear, only believe, the Lord said to him, when it was reported to Jairus that his daughter had died—and she will be saved: and he, at the Lord’s word, believed without doubt that his daughter would be raised, and indeed saw her raised up. So too, when your own soul, my fellow man, is put to death by sin, by the passions, and falls into a depth of evils, do not despair of your own salvation, but believe that the Lord, who came into the world to save sinners, can save you too, and raise you up out of the depths of sin; rouse yourself from your sleep of sin: «awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ will give you light» (Eph 5:14).

Further, instructive in this Gospel account is the faith of the woman who had suffered from a flow of blood for twelve years; instructive too are the circumstances of her sickly condition. This woman, according to the account of another Evangelist, thought to herself before touching the Savior’s garment: if only I touch His garment, I will be healed; and with such faith she touched the hem of His garment, and was healed at once—whereas before this, having been treated by physicians for nearly twelve years, and having given them all her substance, she received no benefit at all from any of them, but, on the contrary, had come into a still worse condition. How many such Christians are there even today, who, in their own sickness, turn only to physicians, forgetting to turn to Jesus Christ, who gives wisdom even to physicians, especially to those who believe in Him—and who, like the woman with the flow of blood, are sick and undergo treatment for a long time, and give away almost their whole substance to physicians, and still receive no benefit, or only a small one, whereas, if they had turned to the Savior soon after falling ill, and had invited His minister to them with the Life-giving Mysteries, and had tasted the life-giving food, they would soon have received healing, and would have glorified the Lord for His power and goodness. But for their own little faith they are punished with a prolonged sickness and the loss of their property on medicines and physicians. It is remarkable that the woman with the flow of blood was healed at once upon touching the Savior’s garment. This serves as an image of our own healing in soul. Our own souls are healed at once, when, with faith, in repentance, we call upon the all-saving name of Jesus Christ, or when we partake of the most pure Body and Blood of the Savior: what life, what sweetness, what stillness suddenly pours into the soul and body after Communion of the Holy Mysteries! The flow of sinful thoughts and passions stops in an instant; holy, heavenly thoughts take their place; the whole soul becomes healthy, and joyfully glorifies the Lord, the Giver of life. So, so touch the Lord with heartfelt faith and repentance, touch the Body and Blood of the Savior, taste of them in this way, and you will be healed. But how few there are who sincerely touch the Savior, who sincerely, with deep faith and ardent love, partake of His Body and Blood! During the holy great fast, on Saturdays, at the Liturgies, the people surround and press upon the Lord in His Holy Mysteries, seeking to taste the most pure Body and Blood of the Lord, but how many receive Him with the same faith with which that woman touched Him? I think that even now the Lord would ask these communicants: who among you touched Me?—that is, who among you touched Me with faith, and received, through faith, the power going out from Me—the power that cleanses, sanctifies, brings peace, enlightens, and strengthens? Are there not many who commune without living faith, and, having communed, go away just as spiritually sick as they were before, and sometimes even worse? But those who commune with living faith receive the cleansing of their sins and the peace of their own conscience: for they clearly hear, in their own conscience, the voice of the Savior: «take heart», O man, «your faith has saved you; go in peace».

What else should we notice in this reading from the Gospel? Let us notice this, too: when the Lord saw the relatives and acquaintances of Jairus’s dead daughter weeping and lamenting, He said: do not weep; she has not died, but sleeps. These words are most comforting for us. The Lord, the Giver of life, calls our own death a sleep. Why? Because there will be a general resurrection of the dead, as it were a general awakening from sleep, and this by the power of His own death and resurrection: for «Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep» (1Cor 15:20); just as through Adam all die, so through Christ all will be made alive. But what followed, when Jesus Christ called the maiden’s death a sleep (she has not died, but sleeps)? They laughed at Him, knowing that she had died. This is not surprising: they did not yet know the mystery of the resurrection. But it is surprising how, even today, some can mock on hearing of the resurrection, when the resurrection of the dead has become for us as certain as the present day itself. And yet, let us not be surprised: this is how those act who are Christians only in name, but pagans in deed—slaves of the belly, of unrighteous wealth, worshipers of this world, for whom there is no higher pleasure than the pleasure of the throat, tasting sweet foods and drinks, and the pleasure of worshiping the golden calf. But their own end, too, will match their deeds. But let us look now at the majestic sight of our own Giver of life raising up Jairus’s daughter.

Having sent everyone out of the room where the dead girl lay, except Peter, James, and John, and the father and mother of the dead girl, and taking her by the hand, He called out: maiden, arise! And what happened? She arose at once, and He commanded that she be given something to eat. Behold, brothers, an image of our own future resurrection: a like voice of the Son of God the dead will hear at the second coming of the Son of God, and, hearing it, will come to life, and «those who have done good will come forth to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of condemnation» (Jn 5:29). Here, then, is a lesson concerning the resurrection: fix it firmly in your mind; remember that you will rise again. And is that all? No! Live also in a Christian manner, that you may attain the blessed resurrection: be self-restrained, chaste, patient, free of malice, humble, forbearing, merciful, of one mind with one another. Spur one another on; draw one another into the kingdom of heaven. Amen.
A Discourse for the 24th Sunday After Pentecost

Today there was read the Gospel of the Lord’s healing of the woman with the flow of blood, and the raising of Jairus’s daughter.

Let us occupy ourselves, beloved brothers, in this favorable hour, with the explanation of the Gospel, and the drawing from it of edification and benefit for our own souls. When the Lord Jesus Christ crossed back from the country of the Gadarenes into Galilee, a great multitude of people was already awaiting Him there. And behold, «there came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue; and falling at Jesus’ feet, he begged Him to come into his house, because he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. And as He went, the people pressed upon Him. And a woman who had suffered a flow of blood for twelve years, and had spent all her substance on physicians and could be healed by none, came up behind and touched the hem of His garment; and at once the flow of her blood stopped. And Jesus said: who touched Me? And when all denied it, Peter and those with Him said: Master! the people surround You and press upon You—and You say: who touched Me? But Jesus said: someone touched Me, for I felt power going out from Me. The woman, seeing that she was not hidden, came trembling and, falling down before Him, declared to Him before all the people for what cause she had touched Him and how she was at once healed. He said to her: take heart, daughter! your faith has saved you; go in peace» (Lk 8:41-48). Let us pause here a little for reflection. There was a great crowd, and this woman was among them; many, no doubt, touched Jesus Christ willy-nilly, since the pressure from the crowd was strong, but not many touched Him as the woman with the flow of blood did; and the Evangelist does not say that the Lord healed anyone else at that time; so it may be that only this one woman’s touch was made with faith in the Savior’s divine power—and her faith wondrously saved her from her own long-standing ailment. Let us turn to ourselves. Many of us are possessed by various sicknesses of soul and body; many, at times, come into this house of God to pray, and, no doubt, many to be healed of their own sicknesses; but how many here touch the Savior with a deep, unwavering faith, truly present here, according to His own promise: «where two or three are gathered together in My name, there I am in the midst of them» (Mt 18:20)? How many go away healed? Do not most go away just as they came, with the same sicknesses and infirmities? The man of little faith goes away a man of little faith still; the sinner, still a sinner; in a word, almost everyone goes away with the same infirmity, the same deep-rooted passion, the same deep-rooted sinful habits and passions, with which he entered the temple. And yet, even now, brothers, true miracles do happen to people devoted to the Lord—both in church and in every place: everywhere they touch the Lord with heartfelt faith, in unfeigned repentance, everywhere they receive healing from Him, like the woman with the flow of blood—they are healed in soul and body, and not once, but many times, in a single day; as many times as they fall into some sickness of soul, or sin, or passion, as many times as they receive the wounds of sin in soul and body, so many times are they healed by the life-originating hand of the Giver of life; and they feel this healing vividly, and rejoice and celebrate, thanking the Lord, who is just as near to them now as He was then, just as almighty. But it is not the fault of the time, or the place, or of the Orthodox faith, that not many are healed today; the fault lies in the people themselves, in their own little faith; for it is hard, today, to find a sincere faith like that of the Roman military centurions mentioned in the Gospel and in the Acts of the holy Apostles, or like the faith of the woman with the flow of blood, or the faith of the Canaanite woman. But let us continue the Gospel. When Jesus Christ was saying to the woman: «take heart, daughter! your faith has saved you; go in peace. While He was still speaking, someone comes from the house of the ruler of the synagogue and says to him: your daughter has died; do not trouble the Teacher. But Jesus, hearing this, said to him: do not fear, only believe, and she will be saved. And coming into the house, He allowed no one to enter except Peter, John, and James, and the father of the maiden, and the mother. All were weeping and lamenting her. But He said: do not weep; she has not died, but sleeps. And they laughed at Him, knowing that she had died». Jesus Christ called death by the very essence of the matter, because by His cross and by His death He destroyed death, granted resurrection to all in the future, and made death only a sleep and a rest from labors. But what does the Evangelist say next? «But He, having sent them all out and taken her by the hand, called out: maiden! arise. And her spirit returned; she arose at once, and He commanded that she be given something to eat. And her parents were amazed. But He charged them to tell no one what had happened» (Lk 8:49-56). Glory to You, O Lord, let us all cry out, our Life and our Resurrection! We believe and hope that You will likewise, one day, soon awaken the whole human race from the sleep of death: «in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet: for the trumpet of the archangel will sound, and the dead will rise incorruptible» (1Cor 15:52). But, my brothers, while the general resurrection of all people still lies ahead, in a distant or near future, the spiritual resurrection, or the resurrection of our own souls, dying every day through sins and passions, is accomplished every day, and many times in a single day, through the constant, sincere repentance and the living faith and hope of sinners. Before our bodily death, an epidemic of spiritual, sinful death rages within us every day, killing our own souls; our own death-bearing passions pursue us, and deprive us of peace, of boldness, of freedom, of spiritual light. Here, then, is a broad field for the daily saving and life-giving actions of our Lord Jesus Christ. Through our own faith and unfeigned repentance, the Lord raises up our own souls every day, put to death by sin; He touches, with His own invisible, life-originating right hand, the repentant, broken soul, and wondrously brings it to life, raising it up out of the pit of the passions, imparting to it life, justification, peace, freedom, light, strength; and every day the believing and repentant soul is quickened and renewed by the Lord: by the Holy Spirit every dying soul is brought to life, and, raised up by purity, is illumined by the Trinitarian unity, sacramentally. So then, souls like my own soul, dying through sin every day, hasten every day to the Fountain of resurrection and renewal, to the Lord Jesus Christ; hasten with a living, clear-sighted faith and with deep repentance, and your own souls will come to life, will be enlightened, will be strengthened and renewed. Having raised the dead girl, the Lord commanded that she be given something to eat. But a soul, too, brought to life by grace, needs its own spiritual food: prayer, the reading and hearing of the Word of God, the exercise of good deeds; otherwise it may soon die again. So then, before our bodily death, let us rise every day with an inward resurrection, through repentance; let us always overcome the sin that has given birth to death within us—and then death will be for us not death, but a sleep, and at the general resurrection we will awaken to a new, eternally blessed life. Amen.
A Discourse for the 25th Sunday After Pentecost, on the Merciful Samaritan

In today’s Gospel reading (Lk 10:25-37) our Savior God resolves a question of the utmost importance for all of us: what must we do to inherit eternal life? This question was put to the Lord by a certain Jewish lawyer, who said: «what shall I do to inherit eternal life?» The Lord pointed him to the law given to the Jews by God through Moses: «what is written in the law? What is your reading of it? So he answered and said: you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself. And He said to him: you have answered rightly; do this and you will live» — that is, forever. «But he, wanting to justify himself» — that is, considering himself, like the other Pharisees, righteous, as one who had fulfilled the law as he himself understood it, one-sidedly, wrongly — «said to Jesus: and who is my neighbor?» — supposing that only a fellow Jew ought to be counted as a neighbor, and not every person. By the parable of the man wounded by robbers, and of the merciful Samaritan, who took the most heartfelt and active part in helping him, the Lord showed that every person, whoever he may be, even if he be our enemy, ought to be counted as our neighbor, especially when he is in need of help. So then, it follows that, to obtain eternal life, the diligent fulfillment of two chief commandments is needed—to love God with all one’s heart, and one’s neighbor as oneself. But since the whole law consists in these two commandments, it is necessary to explain them, so that we may know well what love of neighbor consists in. So then, with God’s help, let us proceed to the explanation. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind—that is, with your whole being, give yourself over to God with all your strength; devote your whole self to Him, without any reservation; do not divide yourself between God and the world; do not live partly for God and His law and partly for the world, for the passion-ridden flesh, for sin and the devil, but devote your whole self to God, be wholly God’s, wholly holy, in the whole of your life. «As He who called you» (God) «is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct» (1Pet 1:15), says the holy Apostle Peter.

Let us explain this commandment with examples. Suppose you are praying to God. If you love God with all your heart, then you will always pray to Him with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, all your mind; you will never be distracted, lazy, careless, or cold in prayer; you will not, during prayer, give any room in your heart to worldly cares and concerns—you will set aside every worldly concern, will cast every anxiety upon the Lord, for He cares for you, as the Apostle says. Strive to understand your prayer, the service of God, fully, in all its depth. If you love God with all your soul, you will repent sincerely to God for your own sins, will bring Him deep repentance every day, for you sin much every day. You will repent—that is, will condemn yourself for your sins with all your heart, all your strength, all your mind; will expose yourself with all merciless strictness, with all sincerity—will bring to God a full confession, a sacrifice of the complete burnt offering of your sins, so that not a single sin remains unrepented, unmourned. In this way, to love God with all your heart means to love, with all your heart and all your strength, His righteousness, His law, and to hate, with all your heart, every unrighteousness, every sin: to fulfill righteousness with all your heart and all your strength, to do good, and, with all your heart and all your strength, to turn away from evil—that is, from every sin—giving no room in your heart to any sin, not for one minute, not for a single instant—that is, not consenting to it, not sympathizing with it, not making peace with it, but continually, eternally warring with sin, fighting against it, and thus being a brave and victorious soldier of Christ our God. Or let us take another example: suppose you are persecuted for piety, for righteousness, for virtue; if you love God, you will not depart, even for a moment, from piety, from righteousness, from virtue, even though this devotion to righteousness should bring with it the loss of some advantage; for righteousness itself, or faithfulness to God and His righteousness, is itself the greatest advantage for us, and God can reward faithfulness to His righteousness a hundredfold, both in this age and in the age to come. An example of this is the righteous Joseph, son of the Old Testament patriarch Jacob, and many righteous people in the New Testament. So then, to love God with all your heart means to contend for God, for His righteousness, with all your heart, all your soul, all your strength, all your mind. So did the holy Fathers and the holy martyrs contend for God, for His righteousness, especially in their struggle against heresies and schisms. This is zeal for God. To love God with all your heart also means to strive, with all your strength, to draw all people toward God, toward love for Him, toward His praise, toward His eternal kingdom, so that all may know Him, love Him, glorify Him. This too is zeal for God.

Having explained, to the best of my ability, the first commandment, let us now explain the second: love your neighbor as yourself. What does it mean to love one’s neighbor—that is, every person—as oneself? It means to honor another as you wish to be honored yourself, to consider no one a stranger, but your own—your own brother, your own member, and a fellow Christian as a member of Christ too; to count his good, his salvation, as your own good, your own salvation; to rejoice at his well-being as at your own, to sorrow at his misfortune as at your own; to strive for his deliverance from trouble, misfortune, poverty, or sin, just as I would strive for my own deliverance. «Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep», says the Apostle (Rom 12:15). «We who are strong ought to bear with the weaknesses of the weak, and not to please ourselves; let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification» (Rom 15:1-2). «Pray for one another, that you may be healed» (Jac 5:16). To love one’s neighbor as oneself means to respect him as yourself—if, of course, he is worthy of it—not to think of him unworthily, basely, without cause on his own part, to bear him no ill will; not to envy him, but always to wish him well, to make allowance for his shortcomings and weaknesses, to cover his sins with love, just as we wish others to make allowance for our own shortcomings. «Bear with one another in love», says the Apostle (Eph 4:2); «not rendering evil for evil, or insult for insult» (1Pet 3-9). «Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you» (Mt 5:44). «If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink», says the Old Testament Scripture (Prov 25:21). To love one’s neighbor as oneself means to pray for the living and the departed, for relatives and non-relatives, for acquaintances and strangers, for friends and enemies—all the same as for oneself—and to wish them as much good, as much salvation of soul, as one wishes oneself. The Holy Church teaches us this too, in her daily prayers. To love one’s neighbor as oneself further means to love everyone without partiality, regardless of whether he is poor or rich, handsome or not, old or young, noble or humble, healthy or sick, useful to us or not, a friend or an enemy—because all alike are God’s, all are made in the image of God, all are children of God, members of Christ (if they are Orthodox Christians), all are our own members: for we are all «one body, one spirit» (Eph 4:4), and to all of us there is one Head, Christ our God. Let us, then, understand and strive to keep the two chief commandments of the law of God, and we will inherit, by the grace of Christ our God, eternal life. Amen.
An Instruction for the 25th Sunday After Pentecost

In today’s Gospel, beloved brothers, we heard of the means and the paths by which we must attain eternal life. What, then, are these means? What is this path? Let us hear of this from the Gospel, from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, who calls Himself the way, the truth, and the life. The Evangelist Luke relates the following: «and behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying: Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? He said to him: what is written in the law? What is your reading of it? So he answered and said: you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself». Here is the question about the means and the path to eternal life. And here is the Lord’s answer: «He said to him: you have answered rightly; do this and you will live» — that is, forever. «But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus: and who is my neighbor? Then Jesus answered and said: a certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was; and when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him: take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you. So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves? And he answered: he who showed mercy on him. Then Jesus told him: go and do likewise» (Lk 10:25-37). This means that, to inherit eternal life, one must love God with all one’s heart and all one’s soul, and then one’s neighbor as oneself. Here, then, are the means, here the path, by which eternal life is attained. But when it comes to loving one’s neighbor as oneself, our own cunning flesh, in which nothing good dwells (Rom 7:18), willfully seeks to narrow the circle of its own neighbors and its own love for them—namely, it wishes to love only those who love us, only our own kind, only friends and acquaintances favorable to us, while those who hate us, our enemies, strangers, the unfamiliar, those unfavorable to us, are often not even considered neighbors at all; it does not wish to do them good, and sometimes even breathes malice and vengeance against them; or it wishes to love only those who are favorable to us and healthy, handsome in appearance, while turning away from the unfortunate, the poor, the sick, the maimed, the unattractive. But what does heavenly truth, and the sole Teacher of truth, Jesus Christ, say? He says that every person must be loved, regardless of a difference in faith or confession, or nation or origin—regardless of a difference in condition, in wealth or poverty, in a person’s health or sickness, in the comeliness or plainness of his face—and, for this, He gave the account, or parable, of the man who fell among thieves. To the Samaritan who showed mercy to the unfortunate man, this unfortunate man—that is, the one beaten by robbers—was neither a fellow countryman, nor a fellow believer, nor an acquaintance, nor a relative, nor a friend; and yet he was moved by his misfortune and showed him the most active help, simply because he was a person like himself, a person who had fallen into misfortune; whereas the priest and the Levite, ministers of the God of mercy and compassion, gave him no help at all, even though Moses had prescribed in the law that they should lift up even a stranger’s donkey or ox that had fallen under its burden. So then, the Lord holds up the merciful Samaritan to all of us as an example, and says: go, and do likewise—that is, show mercy, as far as possible, to everyone truly in need of it, without regard for his person. And I ask you, on behalf of the Lord God, beloved brothers and sisters, do you have zeal for keeping the commandment of our Lord Jesus Christ concerning mercy toward one’s neighbor? Have many of you forgotten this commandment? But which of you would forget, would refuse to receive, every day, without ceasing, mercies from the hand of the Lord? Presumably you wish the Lord to be merciful to you, and not to turn His face away from you, and not to take from you His Holy, life-giving Spirit? Do not, then, you too turn your own face away from anyone in need of help—whether it is a sick person, or a beggar in need, or a sorrowful person requiring comfort, or someone, in general, in straitened circumstances, or someone in need of instruction and admonition and moral support, or of your own patience, forbearance, forgiveness, or protection: show mercy, in various ways, to your own neighbors, because we are all children of one heavenly Father, and must live in brotherly love, bearing one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2); what brother would abandon his own sister, seeing her sick or in need of daily bread, or of clothing, and not help her, if he is able? And also because we are members of one body, which is called the Church, members of Jesus Christ Himself (Eph 4:4)—but when one member suffers in the body, all the members suffer with it; when one member is pleased (1Cor 12:26), all share in this pleasure—and also show mercy for this reason, that only the merciful will obtain mercy (Mt 5:8) at the dread judgment, while for those who have shown no mercy, there will be judgment without any mercy at all (Jac 2:13). Cast off, my brothers, luxury; love Christian moderation and simplicity in everything, so that you may have something with which to help those in need; cast off stinginess, which trembles over the gifts of God and steals the property of one’s neighbors: for our surplus has been given to us by a generous God for the help of the poor, and not for the satisfaction of our own greed and luxury; cast it off, I say, so that you yourselves may also have peace: for there is no true peace of soul where there is a constant breaking of God’s commandments. There are many poor in your own city. How easy it is for those who wish to lay up, for the day of judgment, the oil of mercy! Behold, those who sell it daily call out to us to buy oil from them, which the Master and Judge of our souls requires of all of us. If you are wise virgins, prove your own wisdom by the very deed: buy the oil of mercy; do not count as a waste what you give to the poor, but believe that these are seeds, which will sprout and bring you a hundredfold fruit in the age to come, or even in this present age, for «he who gives to the poor will not lack» (Prov 28:27); but if you are foolish, then cast off your own folly, cast off this passion for drunkenness, gluttony, delicacies, extravagance, for the glitter, elegance, and costliness of your own home furnishings—a passion which spares no money at all for the misfortune, for the ruin, of a human soul, yet grudges the poor a few kopecks; cast off this passion for costly finery, which spares no tens or hundreds of rubles for the vain adornment of sinful flesh, yet grudges the poor a few kopecks, counting as a loss what is, in fact, a true gain, a true sowing. But do I speak this word in vain? Will it not be as sounding brass, or as the voice of a singer, listened to for his pleasant voice, while no thought at all is given to fulfilling what he sings of? And yet our own city, by God’s grace, is not among those where no attention is paid to the Word of God and no thought given to fulfilling it; here preachers quite often enjoy the respectful attention of their own listeners—though, it is true, more of these listeners are newcomers and simple soldiers than native residents of the city, who, even during the Liturgy, give themselves over to worldly cares, and do not come to church for the praise of the Lord and for instruction in the word of God. God grant that preachers may continue to enjoy such attention: for they preach the Word of God, not their own. Ill fares that city, that place, in which people turn away their own ear from the word of God; and well fares that place whose inhabitants listen to it diligently: they will not be deprived of any good thing; everything else will be added to them by God.

«Blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it» (Lk 11:28). And again: blessed are «those who hear the word of God and do it» (Lk 8:21)—that is, blessed are not only those who hear the word of God, but also those who fulfill it; blessed are not only those who know the law of God, but also those who do it.

So then, strive, exert yourselves, to love the Lord God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength; strive to cling to Him alone with all your heart, as to the Fountain of life and of every good, and love no one, and, still more, nothing—that is, no thing—more than Him: for attachment to things is idolatry; and even a passionate love for one’s own family is an unrighteousness before God: for the Lord says, whoever «loves father or mother, son or daughter more than Me, is not worthy of Me» (Mt 10:37). Then strive to love your neighbor as yourself: «just as you wish people to act toward you, so you also act toward them. For on this hang the Law and the Prophets» (Mt 7:12). Amen.
A Word for the 25th Sunday After Pentecost

«What shall I do to inherit eternal life?» (Lk 10:25)

This is the question a certain lawyer put to the Savior, one who desired eternal blessedness. And the Lord asked him: «what is written in the law? What is your reading of it?» He answered: «you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself». The Savior said to him: «you have answered rightly; do this and you will live». This means: love God and your neighbor, and you will enter into eternal life.

How little the Lord God requires of a person for the obtaining of eternal life, and how little disposed a person is to keep the commandment of God! Does He require much of him, when He commands him to love his own Creator and Benefactor with a pure, wholehearted love, and his neighbor as himself? What labor is it to love a father? What labor to love one’s brothers? And yet even this small thing we do not fulfill. What, then, is the reason for such strange, unnatural conduct on our part? Why do we love so little, so feebly, so coldly, so inactively, Him who first loved us (1Jn 4:19), who, loving us, does us good every hour, every minute, every instant? Why do our own deeds so strongly convict us of love for the world and its vanity, and so little, sometimes not at all, testify to our love for God? Because there is little faith in us, in God and in the endless life to come, extremely little consciousness and feeling of God’s boundless love for us and of His countless, ceaseless benefits toward us—from the blinding of our own heart’s eyes by our own sins, and from the fact that we do not strive, by prayer, by hearing and reading the Word of God, to acquire faith. See what people were capable of, who had a living faith in God and in the life to come; how strong was their love for God! «Who shall separate us from the love of God?», says one preacher of the Gospel, «shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: for Your sake we are killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord» (Rom 8:35-39). Nothing could separate the Apostle from love for God; but the world has either entirely separated us from it, or often separates us from it. And why do we not love our neighbors as ourselves? Again, from little faith or unbelief, which allows self-love and other passions to grow strong within us: faith drives passion away from itself. If I believe that my neighbor is a rational creature of the same Creator as I am, if I acknowledge him as a brother in Christ, as the Savior Himself says: «you are all brothers» (Mt 23:8)—a member of the one body of the Church and a fellow heir of the eternal kingdom—then what will I not do for him, as for my own in Christ, if, moreover, I love Christ above all things? Will I not share with him, for my Lord’s sake, food and clothing; will I not give him good advice, will I not admonish him, if he sometimes lives, even with reason, as though without reason; will I not comfort him, if he is consumed by grief; will I not forgive him, if he has offended me? For, after all, I am in every way the same as he is: what may happen to him could happen to me too; will I not do for him, and other works of mercy, when need requires it and my own means allow? If I do not love my neighbor, this is a sure sign that I do not love God either: «for he who does not love his brother, whom he has seen», says the holy Apostle John the Theologian, «how can he love God, whom he has not seen?» (1Jn 4:20). And if we love neither God nor our neighbors, then for what are we to be given eternal life? What are we to do in it? Eternal life is the kingdom of love: because the Lord God Himself is love; «God is love» (1Jn 4:16). It is then, and only then, desirable for us, when we love God, and, in Him, our neighbors too: for to love God and those whom He commands us to love is our own blessedness. But without love for Him, it would be hard for us even in paradise, if it were even possible to be there without love—just as here, on earth, it is hard to be in the presence of a person we do not love, but only fear. It would be an unbearable punishment from God for a person who does not love God, if He were to leave him in His own presence; a thousand times more bearable for him would it be to withdraw from the face of God, and, groaning, to mourn his own senselessness, his own ingratitude, his own lack of love for God his Benefactor, far from Him, in the eternal darkness of hell. There, at least, the very darkness, to which he has grown more accustomed than to the light, will bring him some relief in his sufferings. «What fellowship has light with darkness?» (2Cor 6:14) «The wicked man shall not dwell with God, nor shall the lawless remain before His eyes» (Ps 5:5-6). Because Christian love is so necessary for the inheriting of eternal life, the Savior especially commands us to love one another: «a new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another» (Jn 13:34-35). The Apostles of Jesus Christ likewise bequeathed love to us: «this is the commandment», says the holy Apostle John the Theologian, «that we love one another» (1Jn 3:11). The Apostle Paul says: «hold fast to love» (1Cor 14:1); and elsewhere: «let all that you do be done in love» (1Cor 16:14). And by what does love show itself? «Love», he says likewise, «suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things; love never fails» (1Cor 13:4-8). Let us measure the degree of our own love by these words of the Apostle. Suppose you are merciful. This is good. But are you not proud? Love knows no pride. Do you not envy? Are you not easily provoked? Do you bear unpleasantness, sorrows in life? Do you believe everything that is said in Holy Scripture and taught by the Church? Do you not fall away from God in time of trouble? Love never fails. Let us watch over ourselves diligently, and make progress, more and more, in love, with God’s help. Then we will surely be there where peace and love reign forever—that is, in the kingdom of heaven. «He who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love» (1Jn 4:16,7-8). Amen.
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The Author: Saint John of Kronstadt

Saint John of Kronstadt (1829–1908) was a Russian Orthodox archpriest, pastor, and spiritual writer, and one of the most beloved and influential figures of the late Russian Church. A married parish priest rather than a monk or a bishop, he became renowned across the whole empire for his fervent celebration of the Divine Liturgy, his ministry of prayer and healing, and his tireless charity among the poor of Kronstadt.

He was born Ioann Ilyich Sergiev to a poor clerical family in the far north of Russia, in the village of Sura in the Arkhangelsk province. He was educated at the Saint Petersburg Theological Academy, and in 1855 was ordained to serve at Saint Andrew’s Cathedral in Kronstadt, the naval town near the capital, where he would remain for more than half a century. He gave himself to the destitute of the town, founding the House of Diligence to give work and dignity to the poor, and thousands sought him out for confession, counsel, and prayer.

He is best remembered for his spiritual masterwork My Life in Christ, a collection of reflections drawn from his diaries on prayer, repentance, and the Eucharist, marked throughout by a vivid sense of the reality of God and of the Church’s Mysteries. His many sermons, catechetical talks, and later diaries—among them A Living Ear of Wheat and his Lenten preaching—extend the same ardent, experiential piety, and everywhere his eucharistic realism is stated without reserve.

He reposed in 1908 and was mourned throughout Russia. He was glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia in 1964 and by the Moscow Patriarchate in 1990, and is commemorated on 20 December and on 1 June, the day of his glorification. His writings remain a standard of modern Orthodox spiritual life.
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