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Editor’s Introduction

The first of three collected volumes of sermons for the Sundays after Pentecost, this one covering the Sunday of All Saints through the fifth Sunday after Pentecost, drawn from the Gospel readings appointed for each week: the calling of the first Apostles by the Sea of Galilee, the healing of the centurion’s servant, and the casting out of the demons at Gadara among them. Several Sundays recur more than once in the collection, each with its own sermon, showing Father John returning to the same Gospel text from a different angle on different occasions.

A frequent theme throughout is the contrast between simplicity of faith and worldly wisdom, most sustained in the several sermons on the parable of the lamp of the body (Matthew 6:22-23) and on serving two masters, which Father John returns to again and again as a call to examine one’s own heart.
Instructions, Words, and Talks for Sunday Days (The First to Fifth Sundays After Pentecost). Issue VIII

By Archpriest John Ilyich Sergiev

Delivered at various times in St. Andrew’s Cathedral in Kronstadt.

But we will remain in prayer and in the ministry of the word (Act 6:4).
Instruction for the Sunday of All Saints

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest (Mt 11:28).

Today we solemnly keep the memory of all the Saints, who strove on earth with the good struggle of faith and virtue, and have passed over into the heavens—to eternal rest and joy. Brethren, the yearly return of this present feast, the memory of all the Saints, is nothing other than a call, many times repeated, from the Saints who have gone before us to us who still live on earth and still struggle with the enemies of our salvation for the sake of the incorruptible Kingdom to come—a call to walk in their footsteps. They say to us: strive without slackening for the Kingdom to come, you our younger brethren, as we too strove; let no obstacle stop you on the path to salvation, as nothing stopped us; be brave, be firm in the struggle with your own lazy and sinful flesh, with the lures of this deceptive, swiftly passing light, with the snares of the unseen enemy, the devil; remember always that the Kingdom of Heaven is taken by force, and only they who strive with force inherit it (Mt 11:12), that through many tribulations you must enter into it (Act 14:22). See, we struggled much, we endured much, and for this we now rest with an eternal and unbroken rest. You too will endure much struggle: for you too an eternal rest awaits. Living on earth we heard the words of our Savior and our Giver of rest: come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest, and with faith and hope we hastened to His call, came to Him, endured all things for Him, and now have received from Him the promised rest; follow, then, you too: He will give rest to you as well, in the bosom of His eternal love.

But what do we do? While the Master Himself and all the Saints call us with one voice to eternal rest, we scarcely pay any attention at all to their unanimous invitation, and cling with all our strength to the earth—cling through covetousness, fleshly pleasures, the pursuit of passing honors. How few are the people who keep the life to come always in mind, and strive toward it with all the strength of their soul! The ancient enemy has entangled Christians in his net through their attachment to the goods of the earth and their utter inattention to the good of their own soul—binding their minds, their imagination, and their hearts, so that they no longer even think of or imagine or desire the good things to come, which eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor has entered into the heart of man (so far do they surpass everything subject to the senses), which God has prepared for those who love Him (1Cor 2:9). Thus has he shut heaven from them and turned them wholly to the earth: on earth they seek every kind of refreshment and blessedness and every good thing, and not in heaven, for which they were created and redeemed by the most pure blood of Jesus Christ. But there is no rest for the heart on earth: after the brief pleasure of earthly delights the heart grows empty, downcast, weary—and this because it was made for life in God and for the enjoyment of the pure, spiritual joys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and not for the earth and the enjoyment of earthly, perishing goods. In Me you shall have peace (Jn 16:33), says the Lord—that is, apart from the Lord there is no true peace for the heart anywhere on earth. Let us not forget, brethren, to call to mind more often the closing words of our holy confession of faith, the Creed: «I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come»—and to kindle in our hearts faith that the general resurrection of the dead will surely come, and that recompense to each according to his deeds will follow without delay. Behold, I come quickly, says the Lord, and My reward is with Me, to give to every man according to his work. Blessed are they who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city — that is, into the heavenly city of Jerusalem (Apok 22:12,14).

Brethren! Whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God (Jac 4:4), says the Apostle James. Therefore do not love the world, nor the things in the world: for everything in the world is the desire of the flesh, and the desire of the eyes, and the pride of life. And the world passes away, and its desire; but he who does the will of God abides forever (1Jn 2:15-17).

Cling with your heart not to the things that are seen, but to the things unseen: for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal (2Cor 4:18). Amen.
Instruction for the Sunday of All Saints (3)

The present Sunday is called the Sunday of All Saints. In celebrating in honor of all the Saints, we call to mind all the people sanctified by the Holy Spirit—namely: the forefathers and patriarchs, the prophets and apostles, the martyrs and hierarchs, the hieromartyrs and venerable martyrs, the venerable and the righteous, the fools for Christ, and also all the holy women and the rest of the nameless Saints, and, with all of them, and before all of them, our Most Holy Lady and Mother of God, surpassing all the ranks of the Angels, the Ever-Virgin Mary. In celebrating the feast of All Saints soon after the feast of the descent of the Holy Spirit, the Church intends to show us the glory and the grace of the Holy Spirit—God, who sanctifies, enlightens, strengthens, and glorifies all the saints of the human race, in the Old Testament and the New; and especially intends to show us the fruits brought forth, through the Apostles, by the coming of the Holy Spirit—how it sanctified men like ourselves, made them wise, raised them to the rank of Angels, and led them to God: crowning some for the labors of martyrdom, others for a virtuous life. The All-Holy Spirit accomplishes what is above the laws of nature. Descending upon the Apostles in the form of fire, which strives upward, He kindles the frozen, earthbound hearts of men, bowed down into the earth, and raises them up to heaven. This is the first reason for the feast of All Saints. The second reason why it was appointed to celebrate all the Saints together is this: there are many Saints who pleased God by their perfect virtue, who nevertheless, having received great honor from God, remain unknown to men; besides this, the Fathers had in view also the Saints yet to come; and so they established the feast of All Saints, in order to honor together all of them, both those who had already lived and those who would come after, both the manifest and the unmanifest Saints. The third reason: it was necessary to remember, on one single day, the Saints who are each remembered separately on their own day, in order to show that they all struggled by the power of the one Savior, Jesus Christ, and that for this all of them, as servants of the one Lord, are crowned according to their worth, that they all make up one Church and dwell in one heavenly world—and thus to move us also to strive in every virtue for the sake of the life to come.

In the reading from the Apostle on the Sunday of All Saints, the Church proclaims that they conquered enemies, seen and unseen, by faith: that they patiently endured poverty, ill-treatment, persecution, torment, and every kind of death; that through them, or for their sake, countless miracles were and are wrought; that the whole world was not worthy of them. By the reading of the Gospel on this Sunday, the Church testifies that all of them are true confessors of the holy faith; for the Lord’s sake they left behind everything that drew them away from the service of God and blessed union with Him; and for this the Lord Jesus Christ confesses the Saints before His Father in heaven, and confesses them on earth before men, by the mouth of the Church. The Gospel of today reads thus: «The Lord said: whoever confesses Me before men, him will I also confess before My Father in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father in heaven. He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take up his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. Then Peter answered and said to Him: behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then shall we have? Jesus said to them: truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you also shall sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit eternal life. But many who are first shall be last, and the last shall be first» (Mt 10:32-33,37-38,19:27-30).

Even now, brothers and sisters, we can and must be confessors of Jesus Christ before men—and first of all, we, the clergy especially, must openly and boldly preach the glory of Jesus Christ, His wonders and His power at work in us and in all believers, His eternal truths as set forth in the Gospel, and must overthrow every human thought that rises up boldly against the mind of God; must overthrow and cut short the mocking, absurd talk of freethinkers, who have now multiplied more than weeds; and must also perform public and private worship with sincere devotion, without haste, without indulging the laziness of the rich and powerful of the earth, without accommodating ourselves to their tastes, or rather to their spiritual tastelessness. But you too, brothers and sisters, must always be sincere confessors of Jesus Christ, attending the house of God without slackening and with zeal, standing in it with reverence, tracing the sign of the cross upon yourselves with care and attention, and not being ashamed to make prostrations and to kneel, boldly confessing and declaring to whomever it concerns the mercies of God shown upon yourselves and upon others, that others too may be confirmed in faith and hope in God; striking up edifying conversation in company, not fearing to be called a hypocrite or a pietist, or a Pharisee—for mockery and slander from worldly people against godly people is the customary reward of the godly; blessed, it is said, are you when men revile you (Mt 5:11). But what does it mean to love father or mother, or son or daughter, more than the Lord Jesus Christ? It means—to please them by failing to keep the commandments of God, and instead to carry out their commands and whims, contrary to the will of God; or to live, and to raise one’s children, for the world, for connections, for wealth, for pleasures, for the glory of the world, and not for God, not for the salvation of the soul, not for eternity. And what does it mean to take up one’s cross and follow Christ? It means to walk the narrow and sorrowful path of unceasing struggle against the passions and lusts, against the temptations of the world, against the snares of the devil; to endure whatever sicknesses, misfortunes, calamities, persecutions, and banishments may come. For the Apostles’ leaving behind all the goods of the world, and their following of Him, Christ promised them the greatest of honors—thrones of judgment over the whole world at His coming again upon the earth; and to all people who leave the goods of the world for Christ’s sake, a hundredfold recompense and eternal life. So boundlessly great a reward for devotion, for a brief devotion to the Lord, for leaving behind the paltry goods of earth, for a short endurance, a short deprivation! How, then, beloved brothers and sisters, can we not give ourselves with our whole heart to the Lord, how can we not endure sorrows in this momentary life! Let us give, let us surely give, ourselves and one another and our whole life to Christ our God. Many who were first here will be last there, and many who were last here will be first there. God is no respecter of persons: before Him king and soldier will stand together, priests and laymen, the learned and the unlearned, the nobleman and the commoner, the rich and the poor, male and female—all in equal dignity; for each will be glorified or put to shame by his own deeds (1Cor 3:8,14,15). Amen.
A Word for the Sunday of All Saints

Be holy, for I am holy. (1Pet 1:16).

Today is our Sunday of All Saints, that is, the Sunday set apart for the remembrance and glorification of all the holy servants of God, and especially the holy martyrs for the faith of Christ, their fervent love for God and neighbor, their patience in all things, their self-denial, their self-restraint, their obedience of faith, their unshakeable devotion to the Lord and to the Holy Church, their strength and their humble wisdom, their simplicity and freedom from malice, their holiness and perfection. See, they too were men of like passions with ourselves; but by faith, love, and zeal toward God, by patience and by the constraining of themselves to every virtue, by repentance and by turning away from every sin and lawlessness, they pleased God and attained eternal rest and blessedness; and they call us to follow after them, praying day and night to God for the salvation of us all. They say to us, as it were, from heaven: see, we have labored, by the grace of God, for a time, for God and for our own souls, and now we rejoice forever; we did not spare our own passion-ridden, corruptible flesh, but wore it down with fasting, with labors, with unceasing prayers, or else were oppressed and tormented in every way by unjust persecutors; now we are crowned with crowns of incorruption by the life-originating right hand of Christ God; we came to hate all-seducing and all-ruinous sin, and clung with our whole heart to God and His holy commands, and by this became blessed forever. Labor, then, you too, earnestly for God and for your own souls; despise your sinful flesh, which constantly incites you to despise the commandments of God, to love sin and despise virtue, to please the devil and resist God; constrain it, careless and lazy as it is, to fasting, to prayer, to patience, to meekness, to mercy, and to every virtue—to the end of your life, which is not far off, but very, very near; hate with your whole soul every sin, and love the righteousness of God, life-giving and eternal: and you too will rest and rejoice forever. So, brethren, the holy servants of God, who are without number, call us too to follow after them into the heavenly fatherland, where the eternal Glory of God shines forth—where there is no unrighteousness at all—where life is without labors, sorrows, or sicknesses, life without end. Let us follow, let us surely follow after them, with the help of God: for so God commands. Come, He says, to Me, all who labor in the struggle with sins and are heavy laden with iniquities—come by earnest repentance and virtue: and I will give you rest; take My yoke, the yoke of My holy commandments, upon you, and learn from Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls: for My yoke is easy, and My burden is light (Mt 11:28-30)—that is, not like the yoke and burden of your sins and passions, which is most heavy, deceptive, fruitless, and ruinous. Be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy (Lev 19:2). The holy Apostle Paul says to us all: here we have no continuing, that is, no permanent, city, but we seek one to come (Hebr 13:14), whose Builder and Maker is God Himself.

So then, let us strive to follow after the Saints, that is, to live virtuously, as they did, each according to his own strength, and diligently to flee every sin that lives and reigns within us, seeking with a hellish, sleepless malice and cunning to destroy our souls forever. Against the cunning of sin and of its father the devil, let us too be wise and watchful; against his tirelessness let us too be tireless in the struggle with him; against his stubbornness and constancy let us too be always stubborn and constant in the struggle with him; let us, if need be, stand watch day and night against cunning sins and cunning demons, who do not cease from their snares against a man even in the night, but through various dream-fantasies compel him to labor for sin even then: for even at night the same weaknesses and passions of the sinner are at work in his soul as he indulges when awake. Let us grow wise with all our strength for our own salvation and that of our neighbors; let us cleave to every virtue: for it was for this that we were created by God, for this we live in the world, for this we were baptized and anointed with the holy chrism—for this we were made members of the Church and became members of God’s Church, this Kingdom of God on earth—that we might do good works, that we might be a holy and chosen flock, God’s own portion, a royal priesthood, a holy priesthood, a holy nation, a renewed people. Otherwise, what benefit is there to us from our baptism and the seal of the Holy Spirit, from the fact that we are members of the Church in name only? What benefit from the Communion of the Body and Blood of Christ, if we are careless of virtue and sin diligently every day? What benefit is there to us from the name of Orthodox Christians—of the graced sons of God and children of the Church, of the name of a holy and chosen flock—if every day we give ourselves over to every lawlessness, to envy and malice, to self-love, pride, cunning, intemperance, impurity, lying, deceit, and the other sins? Our life ought to match our name: those who are Christ’s, says the Apostle, have crucified the flesh with its passions and lusts (Gal 5:24)—that is, true Christians must put to death within themselves every passion, every sin. You will say: it is very hard to conquer oneself, to conquer within oneself all the passions. No dispute: it is hard, it is not easy to break oneself, one’s own sinful nature—but God, our Helper, is almighty; and from Him are given the Christian, in the Church, all the divine powers for a holy life and godliness (2Pet 1:3); with God all things are possible; I can do all things, says the Apostle Paul, through Christ who strengthens me (Phil 4:13). And all the Saints, whose memory we now keep and whose labors we now glorify, serve us as a beautiful example and encouragement to a holy, Christian life and to the struggle with sin: they were, as has already been said, men like ourselves in every way, but by faith and love, by diligence and labors in good works, they conquered sin, the world and the ruler of this world, and their own passions, and now forever triumph in their victory. And among them were not monks only, but people of the world too—married men and married women, people of every rank, condition, sex, and age. And in their time too there was that same devil, the tempter to sin, and that same sinful world with its temptations, those same people with their own temptations. We cannot excuse ourselves from a holy life on the grounds that in these present times it is somehow no longer possible to be saved, that the times are somehow not what they were before, that men have now become like demons, tempting to sin alone, and that life has become altogether different, unlike before. No, friends, it is not true that one cannot be saved now: one can be saved even now. The Lord Himself said, at His ascension into heaven, to His disciples, and through them to all of us: behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age (Mt 28:20). And since He is always with us, we have nothing to fear: He will help us in all things; He, being almighty, will conquer our enemies; He will raise us up, He will save us; He will crown us too, if we remain faithful to Him unto death. Amen.
Instruction for the Sunday of All Saints (5)

Whoever wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and come after Me (Mk 8:34).

What is it You say, O Lord: that whoever wishes to follow after You, You say, must deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow after Me? Each one of us would wish to be there, where You are, but not everyone wishes to walk the path by which You walked, that is, the narrow, sorrowful, suffering path; and especially rarely, rarely does anyone resolve, for Your sake, to deny himself, his own sinful, corrupt will, his own passion-ridden heart, or his own passions and lusts—though they have wearied us, though they are ruinous to us, still they somehow seem dear to us, and it is hard and painful to part with them once and for all. No: it is not after You, O Lord, that the sinner wishes to go, but after his own heart, after its ruinous inclinations, and after the world, which lies in wickedness.

But the word of the Lord is true and unalterable. Whoever wishes to follow after the Lord, that is, by the path of righteousness and truth, the path leading to eternal life, must deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow after Him. But why does the Lord say: if anyone wishes?—Because He compels no one by force to follow after Him, but leaves it to each one’s good will to choose the path of salvation; to each one is given the will to choose good and evil, life and death. It is said: let him deny himself: what does this mean? It means to renounce within oneself everything evil and cunning, to refuse all fellowship with sin, which has penetrated our soul through and through, our mind, our heart, our will, our body, all our senses, all our movements; to declare war upon oneself, to fight unceasingly with oneself, with one’s own sinful inclinations, passions, habits, injustices; to hate one’s own soul for its unceasing violations of the law of God, for its cunning, for its whole inner constitution of life, hostile to God, for all the cunning thoughts of this present visible life, and for its rejection of care for the life of the age to come. A wholly just requirement. The human soul is full of every kind of injustice: vanity, favoritism, willfulness, self-love, weak faith, pride, envy, ill-will, malice, spite at another’s misfortune, the harboring of grudges, blasphemy, murmuring, impatience, love of gain, litigiousness, injustice, the wronging and oppression of one’s neighbor, love of pleasure, intemperance, and every impurity. Sometimes it is hard to recognize, in a man, the soul that was made in the image and likeness of God—so does sin distort it! But man of his own free will disfigures himself, destroys himself. It is clear that of his own free will he must also save himself, with God’s help: this is why the Lord leaves salvation to our own will. Whoever wishes, He says, to come after Me, let him deny himself—that is, cast off sin, come to hate the sin which you have chosen, which you have loved. But since it is hard for you to give up sin, because it has become a habit, has become, as it were, a second nature to you—and since evil people will persecute you, should you begin to withdraw from their company, and the devil will fiercely pursue you—you will of necessity have to bear griefs, unpleasantness, insults, labors, struggles, contests—you will be, as it were, crucified upon a cross. It is in this sense that the Lord said that whoever wishes to come after Him must take up his cross. Everyone has his own cross; who is without some weakness of soul or body? Who is without some sorrow, or sickness, or enemies, seen and unseen, hidden and open? Pray, endure everything unpleasant, grievous, and heavy, without murmuring. This is your cross; but having taken up your cross, go after the Lord, that is, bear it patiently, without murmuring, steadily, to the end; hold fast to righteousness to the end, and hate unrighteousness to the end; expose unrighteousness, fight for righteousness to the end: and there will be given you a crown of righteousness from the righteous Judge. Amen.
Instruction for the Second Sunday After Pentecost

Walking by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus Christ saw two brothers: Simon, called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And He says to them: come after Me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they at once left their nets and followed Him (Mt 4:18-20).

The Gospel read today, my brethren, beloved in Christ, relates the calling by Jesus Christ, to the apostolic rank, of two blood brothers, Peter and Andrew, and of two other brothers besides—James and John, whom Jesus Christ afterward surnamed the sons of thunder—their unquestioning following after the Savior, and how the Lord went through the whole land of Galilee preaching the Kingdom of Heaven, healing every sickness and every infirmity among the people (Mt 4:23).

The Lord, my brethren, calls to the apostleship two brothers of one mind and one blood, to depict the character of His future followers, Christians, who all, by the spirit of mutual love, ought to be brothers in Christ — you are all brothers (Mt 23:8), says Jesus Christ to His followers. He calls to the high and greatest labor of the apostleship simple, unlearned men—first, for their simplicity and trustfulness, for their humble, unpretentious, and guileless disposition, for their diligence and patience—and second, in order to show that the planting of faith and of the Church of Christ in the world was not the work of human wisdom and strength, but the work of God, and that no flesh should glory before God (1Cor 1:29), that no man might boast that the Christian faith owes anything to his own wisdom, patience, and labors; God Himself worked upon them the greatest of miracles: He made wise men out of the ignorant, made the timid and fearful courageous and undaunted, made the fleshly spiritual, made the earthly heavenly, made vessels of sin into vessels of righteousness and temples of the Holy Spirit.

So too the Lord can transform us from sinners into righteous men, if we have living faith in the Lord and firmly resolve to love righteousness and hate lawlessness. So the Lord can make a drunkard or a glutton temperate, a lover of money merciful and God-loving, a debauched man chaste, and in general can deliver us easily and swiftly from our sinful habits and passions, if only we ourselves, like the fishermen mentioned today in the Gospel, have faith in the Lord and a firm, unchanging resolve not to follow our own criminal will, but to follow the commands of God, all-wise, holy, and saving. There are very many examples of this in the lives of the saints. Such are: the example of the wise thief, who repented on the cross and inherited paradise; of Mary of Egypt; of Peter the tax collector; and of many others. So then, the Lord called simple people to the apostolic labor, and not the wise and understanding of this age. The holy Apostle Paul says: God chose the unwise of the world, that is, simple and unlearned people, to put the wise to shame, and the weak of the world God chose, to put the strong to shame; and the unimportant of the world and the despised and the things that mean nothing God chose, to abolish the things that mean something—so that no flesh should boast before God; and that, as it is written, the one who boasts should boast in the Lord (1Cor 1:27-29,31). The same Apostle, in his epistle to the Corinthians, quotes the Lord’s words from the prophet Isaiah, concerning the high-minded and erring wisdom of the wise men of this earth: I will destroy the wisdom of the wise men, and the reasoning of the intelligent I will reject (Is 29:14). Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the questioner of this age? Did not God turn the wisdom of this world into madness (Is 33:18, 1Cor 1:19-20)? Indeed, the wise men of this age often despise the holy, unblemished faith of Christ and its guardian, the Holy Church of Christ. What could be expected of them for the faith and the Church? Unless they humble their stubborn reason and submit it to Christ, they can only destroy, not build up and spread the faith. It is remarkable in the highest degree that learned people, the so-called intelligentsia of our day, are infected with unbelief, which is equal to madness, to insanity, just as Scripture itself says, that the wisdom of this world is madness before God (1Cor 3:19); their unbelief comes from their pride, from a learned ignorance that knows much that is empty and does not know the one thing needful; God is against the proud (Jac 4:6).

It is remarkable too that simple, unlearned people, but of sound sense and a good, simple heart, turn out to be far wiser than the clever men of this age, and pleasing to God, because in simplicity of heart, without cunning reasoning, they believe in the faith of God, in the word of God, receiving it with a good and simple heart, striving to fulfill it according to their own strength, with the help of grace. Look, brethren—I will say it to you in the Apostle’s own words: who are you who have come into this temple? Not many of you are wise according to the flesh (that is, learned), not many are mighty (that is, mighty of this world, noble and rich), not many are of noble birth; but the greater part are all simple, unlearned, barely literate, or only literate. So then, my brethren, like the fishermen mentioned today in the Gospel, believe with your whole heart in the Lord and in His Gospel, receive with your whole heart the word of eternal life, justify by your whole life that you are Christians, disciples and followers of Christ; do not forsake the gatherings of the church and the services; read, listen more often to the word of God, grow wise, and be saved. The Gospel of Christ is now accessible to everyone, and always, especially to those who can read, since it has been rendered into the Russian tongue and the book of the Gospel is sold at the very cheapest price. O Lord! enlighten the minds of all with the light of the understanding of Your holy Gospel, teach us to do Your will, save us, and bring us into Your heavenly Kingdom. Amen.
Instruction for the Second Sunday After Pentecost (7)

He says to them: come after Me, and I will make you fishers of men (Mt 4:19).

These words were spoken, my brethren, by Jesus Christ to two fishermen and blood brothers: Peter, afterward the foremost of the apostles, and Andrew, afterward called the First-Called. Come after Me, and I will make you… Come after Me, and I will make you fishers of men; after Me, that is, in My footsteps—the footsteps of freedom from possessions, of whole-hearted love for God and for the human race, for the true, heavenly, eternal fatherland; in the footsteps of meekness, humility, patience, freedom from malice, complete self-denial: and I will make you fishers of men, that is, I will bring it about that, instead of fish, you will draw men up out of the abyss of sin into holiness, out of this sea of life, tossed by many waves, into the Kingdom of Heaven. But why did the Lord tell Peter and Andrew that He would make them fishers of men? He spoke so in keeping with their own trade, their own occupation, so that they might more readily understand their future calling from His brief words, and so as to make it, so to speak, easier for them to pass from one occupation to another, from like to like, from the catching of fish to the catching of men. Let us speak now, brethren, of what this spiritual fishing for men is—what it may be, which kind is to be desired, and which kind is to be fled.

You know, of course, all of you, that in the beginning the serpent, wisest of all the beasts of the earth, or, more plainly, the devil in the form of a serpent, caught in his hellish nets the first humans, Eve, and then Adam, and through them drew the whole human race into sin, the curse, and death, and even to this day we languish in these sinful nets, even to this day we die by sin. After a long time there came upon the earth the Deliverer promised even to the first humans, Jesus Christ, the Son of God—precisely in order to deliver men from the nets of the ancient enemy, from sins and from death, temporal and eternal, into which the terrible hunter of the human race, the fallen angel of light, the Day Star, who became Satan, the apostate from God, the king of death, the ruler of darkness, of the fire of Gehenna, had drawn it. But in order to draw men out of the nets of the ancient man-slayer, who had darkened their souls and defiled them with his malicious breath, it was necessary to enlighten them with the light of heavenly truth, to wash away their sinful filth by repentance, baptism, and the other Mysteries, and unceasingly, in every age, to guide them to the Kingdom on high. Therefore it was necessary for the Savior, the God-Man, to choose helpers and continuers of His great work of the salvation of mankind, and He chose such from among the common people, for their simplicity and humility, called them apostles, and sent them to enlighten men, to bring them to repentance, to baptize them, to perform the other Mysteries, and to guide them to eternal life. In doing this, they were fishers of men, that is, they drew out into the light of God, out of eternal ruin into eternal life, people who had been caught by the devil in the darkness of sin. And now, when we preach to you the Word of God, celebrate the services of worship and the Mysteries, what else do we do but the very same thing that they did? We cast out the spiritual net, at the word of the Lord, and wait, hoping that, by the grace of God, someone or other will fall into this spiritual, saving net; that perhaps this one or that one among you will leave the path of sin and ruin, and return to the path of truth and virtue, and receive eternal life. But this is a saving net, a divine net; this net is to be desired. In it one ought to abide. But there is another net—a ruinous, satanic net, of which we spoke at the beginning; this net one must flee with all one’s strength. Yes, my brethren, the evil hunter—I mean the devil—daily catches each one of us in his hellish nets! And how many of these nets there are, and how many careless souls fall into these nets! Here are these nets, the more ordinary ones, in which he catches us: the net of anger and enmity; the net of covetousness; the net of attachment to pleasures and amusements; the net of pride, of doubt in the truths of the faith, the net of unbelief; the net of envy toward one’s neighbor and ill-will; the net of miserliness, or the passion for hoarding money; the net of gluttony, of drunkenness; the net of the passion of fornication; the net of attachment to finery, when a man thinks only of adorning his body, and never thinks at all of adorning his soul with virtues; the net of despondency, of murmuring; the net of false shame, of fear, of laughter; the net of the condemnation of one’s neighbor; the net of idle talk and slander. And are there few of these nets! Only look closely, with spiritual eyes, at this unseen, spiritual hunting of the enemy, and you yourselves will see how many nets the enemy of the human race casts for the ruin of our soul. Brothers and sisters! Guard yourselves against the enemy’s nets. Be unceasingly watchful over yourselves: earnestly save your souls, with the help of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ; visit the house of God more often—this quiet haven, where the grace of God catches us in the saving net of the Word of God, of the very services of worship, and of the Mysteries celebrated there, unto eternal life. Amen.
A Word for the Second Sunday After Pentecost

And they (Peter and Andrew) at once left their nets and followed Him (that is, followed Christ) (Mt 4:20).

In today’s Gospel reading from Matthew, we hear of the calling to the apostolic rank of four simple, unlearned fishermen—namely, of the two brothers Peter and Andrew, sons of Jonah, and of James and John, sons of Zebedee the fisherman—of their immediate and resolute following of the Savior for the great work of the salvation of men; and of Jesus Christ’s preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout all Galilee, and His healing of every sickness and infirmity among the people. Let us try, through pious reflection and conversation, to draw some benefit for ourselves from today’s Gospel. What is instructive for us in this Gospel? Most instructive for us is the fine conduct of these simple fishermen toward Jesus Christ, their firm, unquestioning, unwavering resolve to follow Christ at once, in everything and everywhere, their perfect obedience, without any wavering, their disinterestedness and indifference toward earthly, so-called goods, so precious to everyone—namely, toward home, toward parents, toward wives, toward the rest of their kin, toward an occupation as pleasant and honest as the trade of fishing, and others. But you will say: we cannot imitate the apostles, we cannot leave everything and follow Christ, who no longer walks visibly upon the earth.

It is true that we cannot imitate the holy apostles in everything, because their situation and their ministry at that time was unique, exceptional, extraordinary—but in much we can, and must, imitate them. Can we, and must we, even now, follow Christ—not, of course, walking with Him and after Him visibly, for He is now in heaven with His deified humanity, but abides with us invisibly on earth? We both can and must follow Christ, that is, live and act according to His heavenly teaching and commandments, imitate Him—His righteousness, His holiness, His love, His mercy, His meekness, His humility, His peacemaking, His freedom from malice, His freedom from possessions and His voluntary poverty, His self-restraint, prayer, contemplation of God, His submissiveness, obedience, His perfect devotion to the will of the heavenly Father, His unceasing labors in teaching and enlightening people, in doing good to people, His patience and longsuffering. And if we, as Christians, must follow the teaching and life of Christ, then we can and must also imitate the example of His disciples, His first followers. They left everything for Him and went after Him. The Lord does not command all of us to leave everything in order to follow after Him; He allows us to make use of our homes and our lawfully acquired property, and allows us to go on living with those close to us and our own kin—but He commands us not to be attached to earthly goods, because they estrange us from God, darken our soul, entangle our spiritual steps on the path to God and to salvation, and distort our life, turning everything, so to speak, upside down. It is impossible to serve two masters, God and riches (Mt 6:24; Lk 16:13), God and the passion-ridden flesh; for the rebellious, sinful flesh, for the most part, demands what is contrary to God—demands, for instance, frequent enjoyments, pleasures—in a word, every kind of self-indulgence; it strives to enrich itself and pays no heed to the needs of its neighbor—on the contrary, it is even ready to wrong them, to take from them even what belongs to them; it is inclined to anger, pride, envy, miserliness, gluttony, intemperance and drunkenness, idleness and sloth. All these passions and lusts, or sins, a Christian must leave behind, and follow Christ, that is, live according to His teaching in meekness, humility, and every virtue, in self-restraint, freedom from possessions, sincere goodwill toward every man, in beneficence, in purity and chastity, in working out his own salvation and that of his neighbor, in all righteousness and truth. Yes, much, very much, we would have to leave behind, in order to follow the teaching of Christ and be worthy disciples and followers of Christ our God; we must leave behind, must put to death within ourselves, every sin, every passion, every evil habit and inclination—must root out from the soul, with all their roots, every sinful thorn, and sow in it only the seeds of virtue, and cause them to grow with the tears of repentance and with prayers, with unceasing watchfulness over ourselves, with sorrows and earnest labors, with unquestioning obedience and good-humored patience.

Let each of us, then, with God’s help, leave behind his own sins, his own passions and lusts—such as self-love, malice, pride, cunning, envy, ill-will, condemnation, hardness of heart, miserliness, love of gain, injustice and falsehood, voluptuousness, intemperance, sloth, especially in prayer; for prayer is as necessary for a Christian as air is for the body—and then, only then, can we follow after our heavenly Teacher and Savior. Let us follow Him thus. Otherwise we will never go after Him at all, and—we shall perish in our sins: for the wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23). Amen.
A Word for the Second Sunday After Pentecost (9)

In the Gospel read today, beloved brothers and sisters, we hear of the Lord’s calling to the apostolic office of two Galilean fishermen, Simon Peter and Andrew his brother, and two other brothers, James and John, sons of Zebedee the fisherman; and then of the Lord’s going about, preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom throughout the whole land of Galilee, and healing every sickness and every infirmity among the people. This brief Gospel reading holds much for our instruction. Most instructive for us is the conduct of the fishermen, who, without contradiction, at once followed after Him at the Savior’s voice, not yet knowing for certain why the Lord was calling them; remarkable in them is the childlike simplicity of disposition and faith, and their indifference to their accustomed and attractive trade of fishing and to the tools of that trade; remarkable is the masterful power in the word of the Lord Jesus Christ, who subdues simple hearts to Himself for their whole life. But especially instructive for us is the boundless condescension, toward us, mere men, of the Lord of glory, the Creator of heaven and earth, beginningless, almighty, dwelling in unapproachable light: He, the eternal King of the Angels and of all creatures, having taken the form of a servant, goes from city to city, from village to village, wearies His most pure feet every day, teaches the ignorant and those who err, preaches to all the Gospel of the Kingdom, the reconciliation of men with God and the eternal blessedness prepared in the heavens for those who love God; heals every sickness and infirmity among the people, does not shun those possessed by unclean and contagious diseases; from early morning to late evening countless crowds of people surround Him, press upon Him, crush Him, assail Him: and He deals with all of them gently and patiently, teaching accessibly, humbly, lovingly, and with authority, forgetting food and rest. What condescension! What love! What patience! What a lesson for us pastors, so lazy in teaching and instruction, so impatient and irritable in serving the spiritual and bodily needs of our lesser brethren, so careless of the glory of God and of the salvation of the immortal souls of men, endowed with reason and free will! And what a lesson for you too, brothers and sisters, in this daily, all-day-long going about of the Lord through cities and villages for the salvation of people, for their instruction in the saving truth, and for the healing of their infirmities! Do you value your own soul’s salvation as our Lord valued it, and values it still, always? Do you care for your immortal souls as Jesus Christ cared for them, and unceasingly cares for them still—He who did not spare His own life for us, and shed, in fearsome torments, all His blood for us? Do you picture to yourselves the whole horror of the eternal justice of God, which all of us would undoubtedly have had to undergo, and those unbearable, eternal torments into which we would all have been plunged, had not His Only-Begotten Son become an Intercessor for us before His heavenly Father, had He not become, for us, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world? Do you picture to yourselves how repugnant to God, and how ruinous to us, is the abomination of sin in all its countless forms and manifestations; how absurd, how mad, how insolent is this diabolical invention, that is, sin, which has perverted everything, turned it upside down, in the moral world, and disfigured beyond recognition the beautiful creation of God—man? No, we have to this day still been unwilling, have neglected, have been too lazy, to learn well that sin is truly this—so vile, so repugnant, so mad, so absurd, so all-destroying; otherwise we would not befriend it, would not warm this serpent in our own bosom, though it stings us, torments us, kills our souls. Be ashamed, then, at last, O man, at such a wondrous, ineffable condescension of God for your salvation! Picture to yourself how the pre-eternal Son of God Himself, in the flesh, walked the earth from city to city, from village to village, for our salvation, to teach people the commandments of God and a holy, God-pleasing life, and in order to help them, to heal them, to comfort them, to turn them onto the path leading to eternal life—how He chose for Himself helpers, disciples, or apostles, Himself carefully, with love and meekness, taught them every truth, worked miracles, healed every sickness, cast out demons, raised the dead, cleansed lepers—how, on the fiftieth day after His resurrection from the dead and the tenth from His ascension into heaven, He sent down to them, from God the Father, the Holy Spirit, who made them wise and sanctified them and made them fiery, and made them, from earthly, heavenly—ardently loving God and all people, and ready for every labor and sorrow for the sake of their eternal salvation; taught them every mystery of the Kingdom of God, and sent them out to preach the Gospel, giving them power to work every kind of miracle. Be zealous, beloved, yourself, for your own salvation; awaken, arise from the sleep of sin; not today, but tomorrow, or the day after, or in a year, or after an even longer time, there awaits you too your appointed lot—death, and right after it, judgment; provide yourself with the oil of good deeds, prepare a good answer for the righteous Judge, who judges with just measures the whole earth (Ps 9:9). Examine yourself: are you ready? Behold, for you, for your salvation, the Lord has done everything: what have you done? Answer. But you are silent, and answer nothing. You are, evidently, not ready: your whole time has been spent on vanity, on trifles, on passions, on whims. Listen, brother, sister: let me remind you once more what the Lord has done for your salvation: He has poured out a whole sea of saving grace in His Church—from the time when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles—that is, He has given you all the divine powers for life and godliness (2Pet 1:3), that you might be saved by every means; for you, the grace of baptism; for you, adoption, or your being made a son of God—you, a criminal creature; for you, the seal of the Holy Spirit, that is, the Mystery of Chrismation; for you, the grace of repentance, of the forgiveness and absolution of your sins; for you—O wonder of wonders!—the most pure Body and the most pure Blood of the Lord Himself, for the remission of your sins and unto eternal life; for you, the Church—this heavenly school and heavenly infirmary, this house of spiritual food, and house of comfort, and temple of praise and prayer to the Triune Godhead, who gives us life and has mercy on us, and a treasury of every gift of grace. What are you doing for your own salvation? Let me ask you once more: tell me, in conscience, are you doing anything at all? Are you not, with your whole heart and your whole being, soul and body, given over to the world and its sinful customs? Have you not long since quenched in yourself the grace of the Holy Spirit; have you not debased yourself to the level of a dumb beast, and are you not led only by animal passions, as a captive and a slave—for it is said: man, being in honor, did not understand; he is compared to the senseless beasts, and has become like them (Ps 48:13,21).

Brother and sister! Let us hasten to devote what time remains to the works of our own salvation. The Gospel of the Kingdom of God, which Jesus Christ preached and to which He still calls all men to this day, is worth every effort to attain it. The first-fruits of this Kingdom, which we ourselves sometimes feel even here, on earth—during, for instance, sincere prayer, or contemplation of God, or tearful repentance, or when we do good deeds—are exceedingly sweet; how sweet, then, must be the Kingdom of Heaven itself, there in heaven? Let us all, then, attain the Kingdom of God. Amen.
Instruction for the Second Sunday After Pentecost (10)

Today, beloved brothers and sisters, we heard read from the Gospel of Matthew of Jesus Christ’s calling to the apostleship of the Galilean fishermen brothers Peter and Andrew, and likewise of the brothers James and John, sons of Zebedee; of Jesus Christ’s going about all Galilee preaching the Kingdom of Heaven, and of His healing every sickness and every infirmity among the people.

The Evangelist notes that Peter and Andrew at once left their nets and followed Christ, while James and John at once left their boat and their father and followed Him. Thus the Apostles left everything for Christ, for the sake of the life and the Kingdom to come: parents, kinsfolk, homes, an innocent, beloved occupation such as the trade of fishing, the tools by which they earned their living, their own habits and the attachments of their hearts. They give us, too, a fine lesson by their obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. They left everything for God. But have we, beloved brothers and sisters, left behind even a single sinful habit, or passion, or beloved sin—have we left it for Christ’s sake, for the sake of Christian piety, for the sake of our own soul’s salvation? Do we willingly sacrifice for Christ even some small portion of our goods, to show mercy to the poor? Do we sacrifice for God and for our own salvation even a little time, to pray earnestly at home and in church, to pour out our soul before God in repentance, thanksgiving, and praise? Do we bring Him our heart as a sacrifice, for it is said (Prov 23:26): son, give Me your heart — that is, faith, hope, and love for God and neighbor. The Lord calls all of us too, like the Apostles, though not in the same way as them, to follow after Him, to imitate Him. In what are we to imitate Him?—In simplicity, freedom from possessions, self-restraint, meekness, humility, obedience, in holiness, in love, freedom from malice, mercy, patience for the sake of righteousness, and longsuffering. Do we imitate Him, according to our own strength, in these virtues? He came to deliver us from sin, the curse, and death, to sanctify us, to renew us, to make us His own sons and daughters (2Cor 6:18) and citizens of His eternal, heavenly Kingdom: are we zealous for righteousness and holiness, for the obtaining of His eternal blessing — come, it is said, you blessed of My Father (Mt 25:34)—of our adoption as sons: do we strive earnestly for eternal life, not loving this present, brief life too much, and looking upon it only as a preparation for the life to come, seeking the true fatherland?

How will you answer this? How would you answer, if Christ the Lord Himself, appearing today in person, were to ask you about it? I leave it to each of you to answer these questions secretly to the Lord Himself, who knows the secrets of hearts (Ps 43:22). Remember how the martyrs, the women martyrs, and the hieromartyrs, for the sake of Christ’s Gospel, for the sake of the Christian faith and righteousness, and for the sake of eternal life, spared not only their material goods, but their very life, and went with joy to fierce torments. Remember how the venerable fathers and venerable women left behind every indulgence of the flesh, all the beauty and glory of the world, for the sake of fulfilling the Gospel of Christ, and walked the laborious path of continual fasting, vigil, and prayer, and progress in every virtue—and were not disappointed in their hope, but attained the eternal, longed-for rest and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Further—the Gospel tells us that Jesus Christ went about all Galilee, teaching in the synagogues of the Jews and preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing every sickness and every infirmity among the people. What condescension! what patience! what labor, what zeal, and, in the end as at the beginning, what love for sinful mankind, perishing in its sins! Do we care as earnestly for our own salvation as Christ cared, and cares still, for ours? Do we care as much for one another’s salvation? With such zeal and love? Oh no, no! We all slumber and sleep, taken up with vanity in our sinful life; we have folded our hands, laid down our weapons, thinking that salvation will come to us of itself, forgetting our Savior’s teaching about walking the narrow path—about sorrows and patience, unceasing prayer, constant repentance—the parable of the talents, of the laborers in the Lord’s vineyard. Let us awaken, then, and imitate the apostles, the martyrs, the venerable fathers, and all the saints, and above all Jesus Christ Himself, our Lord, who has given us an example, that we might follow in His footsteps, and who thirsts for our correction, our enlightenment, our sanctification, our renewal, and our salvation. Amen.
A Word for the Second Sunday After Pentecost (11)

And He said to them: come after Me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they at once left their nets and followed Him (Mt 4:19-20).

Today, beloved brethren, there was read at the Liturgy the Gospel of the Lord’s calling to the apostolic rank of the blood brothers, the fishermen Peter and Andrew, and of two other blood brothers, James and John, sons of Zebedee, likewise fishermen. It happened thus: Jesus Christ, «walking by the Sea of Galilee» — otherwise called the Lake of Galilee, or of Tiberias — «saw two brothers: Simon, called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen, and He says to them: come after Me, and I will make you fishers of men. And they at once left their nets and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He called them. And they at once left the boat and their father, and followed Him» (Mt 4:18-22). Then the Gospel tells of Jesus Christ’s going about the region of Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom, and healing every sickness and infirmity among the people.

This same Gospel is read at the All-Night Vigil on our patronal feast of the Holy Apostle Andrew the First-Called. By the calling of Peter and Andrew, James and John, the Lord laid, in His Church, the foundation of the apostolic and priestly calling—a high, heavenly, angelic calling, even higher: the rank of Christ Himself; for the apostles and the clergy continue the very work of Jesus Christ the Savior, that is, the work of the salvation of men, the work of their reconciliation with God. Let us speak now, then, for our common benefit, of why Jesus Christ called to the apostleship simple, unlearned, poor people.

So then, why did the Lord call to the apostolic calling not the noble and mighty or the rich of this world, not the wise and understanding, or the learned, but people of low estate, unlearned and poor? The holy Apostle Paul, called to the apostleship out of persecutors of the Church of God and out of the learned, explains the reason why the Lord called simple people to the apostolic calling.

God chose the senseless of the world, to put the wise to shame; and the weak of the world God chose, to put the strong to shame; and the unimportant of the world and the despised and the things that mean nothing God chose, to abolish the things that mean something—so that no flesh should boast before God (1Cor 1:27-29). The Apostle Paul himself, called out of the wise of this world, says of himself that God sent him too to proclaim the good news not in the wisdom of speech, but in simplicity, so as not to abolish the cross of Christ (1Cor 1:17)—that is, the power of the merits of the cross of Christ our Savior, which are mighty to save believers even without our own vain wisdom.

So then, this is why the Lord called the Apostles from among simple people—that it might be evident to all that the Christian faith, and the salvation it grants to men, and its wondrous spread across the earth, is the power of God, and not the work of human wisdom and strength. This is the first reason.

The second reason is this: since the Lord came into the world in our flesh to heal our nature, fallen through the pride and cunning of the enemy and through the intemperance of the belly, then, wishing to teach the whole of mankind a lesson of simplicity, humility, and moderation in all things, He chose, even in the very choosing of the future physicians and fishers of mankind, men who were simple and poor, who limited themselves to only what was necessary, and never dreamed at all highly of themselves. For this same reason He Himself, as the Physician of ailing mankind, is born of a poor Virgin, in a poor cave, and had a poor man for His supposed father, and lived in poverty, having nowhere to lay His head. This is the second reason.

The third reason why the Lord chose the Apostles from a simple and poor estate, and not from the noble and the rich, is this: as you yourselves all know, riches bind the hearts of men to themselves and tear them away from God, and give occasion to many, many sins.

The Lord Himself says: you cannot work for God and riches (Mt 6:24); it is easier for a camel to pass through the needles’ ears than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God (Mt 19:24). The holy Apostle John the Theologian says: whoever loves the world, in him there is no love of the Father, that is, of God, our heavenly Father, for all that is in the world: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and worldly pride (1Jn 2:15-16). How, then, could the Apostles, if they had been chosen from rich people who loved riches, have led people to God, have kindled in the hearts of men a burning love for Him, without themselves having love for Him in their own hearts? This is why the Apostles were chosen from among poor people—that is, so that for the love of God they might more easily break their bond with the world and with sin, and cleave with their whole heart to God.

The fourth reason why the Apostles were chosen from poor and simple people is this: that they might more readily receive into their hearts the riches of the grace of God, which is poured out abundantly into hearts that are humble and simple, hungering and thirsting for the righteousness of God, and does not find room in hearts proud and haughty in their own imagined righteousness. Had they not renounced narrow self-love and earthly acquisitions, or the imagined wisdom of earth, they could not have had love for God and for all mankind; and without love they could not have been fit for the apostolic ministry, which demanded a burning love for mankind, being saved by God the Father through the Son in the Holy Spirit: they had to enter into the Spirit of the love of Christ, and to be bearers and dispensers to others of this same spirit—the spirit of righteousness and holiness, the spirit of meekness and humility, freedom from malice and patience, self-restraint and incorruption. They would have become salt that had lost its savor, and so unable to preserve mankind from the corruption of sin, had they themselves been rich and noble.

And the apostles’ hearts received the grace of the Holy Spirit abundantly on the day of Pentecost, and with this grace they filled the whole world, and it has reached even to our own day, and will be poured out upon the worthy until the end of the age.

Notice, from today’s Gospel, how the fishermen Peter and Andrew, James and John, swiftly and irrevocably left both their homes and their scant possessions, and followed after Jesus Christ; how simply and admirably they acted! Had they been rich, they would not have left their homes and their possessions so simply. A certain rich young man once came up to Jesus Christ to ask His counsel for attaining eternal life, but, on hearing that he must give away his goods to the poor, went away sorrowful from Jesus Christ. But in the Apostles, the resolute leaving behind of earthly and perishable goods was, by the grace of God, the cause of their burning love for God and neighbor and for their high calling and their work; it was their spiritual riches, their strength, their glory, their adornment and their light. What shall separate us from the love of God, says the Apostle Paul? Nothing; neither tribulation, nor distress, nor persecution, nor sword, nor famine, nor nakedness, nor death, nor life, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature—not even Angels, nor principalities, nothing (Rom 8:35-39).

And how they loved their neighbors! Not as we love—indeed, we have never even dreamed that we love anyone as the apostles loved: they were ready at every hour to lay down their souls for people; and for this the godly people loved them so much that they were ready to pluck out their own eyes and give them to them. The Apostles had nothing, yet possessed everything—were as beggars, yet enriched many by the grace of God. Silver and gold I do not have, says the Apostle Peter to a man lame from birth, but what I have I give you: in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk: and the lame man rose up and began to walk and to leap (Act 3:6-8). See what power was theirs: they healed every kind of sickness, raised the dead, cast out demons, trod upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy (Lk 10:19), that is, of the demons, without any harm to themselves; they could comfort every sorrowing soul with the same comfort with which they themselves had been comforted by God. Is this not power? And what of their glory? While still in mortal flesh, or out of the flesh, they were caught up to the third heaven and heard unspeakable words (2Cor 12:4)! While still in the flesh, they were counted as gods come down from heaven, and men wished to honor them with sacrifices and incense! All the people of Jerusalem magnified them (Act 5:13), says the holy Evangelist Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, of the apostles and the first Christians.

The fifth reason why the Lord called simple people to the apostleship is this: since the apostles were to teach people on earth a heavenly manner of life—passionless, blameless, holy—in expectation of the future blessed life, which never grows old, they themselves too had to show to all on earth an example of passionlessness and holiness, of freedom from possessions and of a heavenly life on earth, so that believers might the more readily be taught by the example of their life and their own freedom from passion. When it pleased God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb, to reveal His Son in me, I did not confer with flesh and blood (Gal 1:15-16)—that is, he cast off every worldly attachment.

The sixth reason: the holy Apostles, as preachers of spiritual freedom in Christ, had themselves to be clothed with spiritual freedom, through complete indifference to everything temporal; but one who is attached to earthly things cannot be spiritually free—he is a slave to his own whims. The Apostles, however, were, by the will of God and their own free choice, free from every earthly attachment; they taught a new life in Christ, and were themselves, before all others, a new creation. The Apostles were soldiers of Christ, for whom there lay ahead a warfare not only with men, or with their passions and lawless deeds, but with the kingdom of Satan, with the principalities and powers and the world-rulers of the darkness of this age, with the spirits of wickedness under heaven (Eph 6:12). What, then, must the soldiers of Christ be like? They had to be spiritually invulnerable to all the powers of the enemy, and they could be invulnerable only when they had no attachment to anything earthly, not even to their own life: for the enemy usually wounds through fleshly and worldly attachments; let these attachments not be in us, and we are invulnerable, by the grace of God. Such were the apostles, and all the holy martyrs, hierarchs, venerable fathers, unmercenary healers, all the saints. They were strong in their own freedom from attachment, in the putting to death of the flesh with its passions and lusts. For no one who becomes a soldier binds himself with the affairs of everyday life, so as to please his commander (2Tim 2:4).

The hellish malice of their tormentors, and the fearsome torments to which they subjected the confessors of the name of Christ, were powerless to break their courage and patience: they were above every fear and torment. Such was the meaning of their freedom from attachment to the flesh and to the world!

Finally, the seventh reason is this: that God rests in simple hearts, but in cunning hearts there is no place for Him.

Let us too, according to our own strength, imitate the apostolic freedom from passion, that we may serve God with a pure heart, may succeed more and more in love for God and neighbor, spurring one another on to good works (Hebr 10:24). Amen.
A Talk for the Third Sunday After Pentecost

The lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness (Mt 6:22-23).

The words of the Lord are a true lamp for us on the path of life; so too are the words of today’s Gospel—only we must ponder them more carefully. Let us ponder them. The lamp of the body is the eye, says the Lord—that is, the eye is a lamp for the body; why is it not said: the eyes, but the eye? Because here the Lord means not the bodily eyes, but the spiritual eye, or our heart, which governs the bodily eyes as well, and which, with two eyes, sees objects not doubled but singly. So then, by the eye is meant the heart, in which conscience is implanted, or the inner law that shows what is good and what is evil; and that is why it is said: the eye, and not the eyes; and by the body is meant our whole inner life—our thoughts, desires, intentions, all the deeds we do in the course of our earthly life. This, then, is the meaning of the Savior’s words: the heart, or the conscience, is a lamp for a man on the path of his life, in all his thoughts, desires, intentions, words, in all his deeds. Further, the Lord says: so then, if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light — that is, if your heart, your conscience, is sound, pure, then all your thoughts, your desires, your deeds, your intentions, your undertakings will be full of light, upright, pure; but if your eye, your conscience, is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness — that is, all your thoughts, desires, intentions, undertakings, your whole life, all your deeds, will be dark, unrighteous, cunning. So then, if the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness? If your heart, your conscience, which was given you by the Lord in place of a lamp, has itself, through your own negligence, become darkness, then what will your whole life be, all your deeds? Is it not so in life? Do we not see constant examples of this? Let us take an example from life. Let us take a man of simple heart, of upright conscience, with a straightforward outlook on life, the outlook of the Gospel, and a man of cunning heart, or cunning conscience, attached to the world, to the flesh. All the deeds of the first are marked by justice, zeal, straightforwardness of character, goodwill toward his neighbor. On the deeds of the second lies the mark of unrighteousness, deceit, hypocrisy, cunning, guile, wrongs done to another.

The first is content with very little, and is not consumed with a thirst for much—he does not desire, for example, a lavish table, many fine and costly garments, a thirst for riches, a wide and richly furnished dwelling, and the rest; he has his daily bread and a simple broth, he has a few changes of clean and decent clothing, he has some steady, though perhaps not rich, income or wage, or money earned by his own labors—by honest trade, by industry, by handiwork; a healthy dwelling, though not spacious, without rich furniture: he is content, and thanks God; he desires no more, for he considers it superfluous; if he finds himself with some small surplus, he would rather share it with a needy neighbor than spend it on some whim of his own.

But look now at the life of another man, of cunning heart and crooked, cunning conscience. He is content with nothing: to him no table is a table, no clothing is clothing, no dwelling a dwelling, no furniture furniture, and even with a full cup he wants it fuller still; his own is not enough for him, he must seize what belongs to another, even at his neighbor’s expense; this food is not good enough for him, he must have better; or his daily bread and broth are not enough, he must have wine, though he has no need of it at all—and not just a little of it, that would be no great harm, but he must have much, to get himself drunk; this garment is no good, it has gone out of fashion, he must have better; this dwelling is not spacious or comfortable enough, he must have something wider; this furniture is no good, he must have new; this income, this wage, this profit is too little, he must have more—and he is scarcely ever content with anything: everything about him seems good, he has plenty of everything—the man is fed and overfed, dressed lavishly and to his every whim, and has a great surplus besides—and still he is discontented; while another, with his own means of living, even smaller means, has enough for himself and can still share with his needy neighbors food and clothing, while this man has too little even for himself, and nothing at all for others. Why is this? Because his heart is cunning, darkened, unreasoning, insatiable, passionate. And why is it so?—Because he does not know the commandments of the Lord, or does not wish to know them, is not guided by the light of Christ’s Gospel. Because he does the will of his own blind, passionate flesh and his own imaginings.

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (Mt 6:24). What two masters are meant here, whom it is impossible to serve at one and the same time? The one is the Lord God; the other is riches, or our own sin-loving flesh, in which the devil is at work, striving to chain it to the world. It is evident that it is impossible to work for God and for the sin-loving flesh at the same time—precisely because God demands of us holiness, an unswerving and exact fulfillment of His will, while the flesh unceasingly incites us to sin—to gluttony, drunkenness, fornication, envy, enmity, extortion and love of money, to sloth, and the rest. How can service to God and to the flesh be reconciled? Evidently, it cannot; the word of God says directly that those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and lusts (Gal 5:24)—and by no means serve the much-sinning flesh, do not please it. Make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts (Rom 13:14), says the holy Apostle Paul. And it is always so, that whoever pleases his own flesh is careless of pleasing God, of the salvation of his own soul, of his own correction, of a virtuous life; he does not correct his heart, does not strive in spirit toward the fatherland on high, but is, as it were, wholly chained to the earth, to earthly enjoyments. Whoever loves his own much-sinning flesh does not love God; to him God’s commandments seem burdensome; he does not love his neighbor: he will not care for his salvation, because he does not care for his own; he will not help him in his need, because he loves himself too much, and would rather satisfy his own whims than give of his own substance for his neighbor’s need. Therefore I say to you, the Lord continues, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? (Mt 6:25). An untimely, unreasonable, excessively intense care for food, drink, and clothing does very, very great harm to a Christian life: this is precisely what the Lord called, just before, the service of mammon. This wrongheaded care of ours for food, drink, and clothing turns our whole life, so to speak, upside down: instead of caring, first and foremost, for the soul, for its cleansing, correction, and sanctification, for our salvation in general, we labor every day to please our greedy belly, and to think of what to wear, while the soul—this immortal being, created in the image and likeness of God, and perishing alive in its sins—we leave neglected, uncorrected, or even—every day we add sin to sin, we feed and overfeed the body while we let the soul go hungry; we adorn the body, and disfigure the soul; we give life to the body, and kill the soul. Therefore the Lord, exposing this folly of ours, says: is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? (Mt 6:25). If the soul, evidently, is more than food, then why do you leave the soul uncared for, while caring for what is worthless, like food and drink: for food is for the belly, and the belly for food; but God will destroy both it and them (1Cor 6:13). Or again: is not the body more than clothing? And if the Lord has given you the greater, that is, the body, will He not care to give the lesser, will He not take care to cover it, and will He not give you the means to cover its nakedness, as He covered the nakedness of Eve and Adam?

Are you not caring for what is empty, while neglecting the one thing most necessary, the one thing needful?

Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; and your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much better than they? (Mt 6:26). The Lord points us, of little faith, to the birds, in order to show the unsleeping, unceasing Providence of the heavenly Father over all earthly creatures—a Providence which, from the beginning of the world to this day, has never ceased and does not cease to preserve and feed every creature, and especially man, the crown of all creatures, made in the image and likeness of God—and so that, by the example of the birds, always fed, though they neither sow nor reap grain, we might be persuaded to rely with certainty upon the Providence of God. Of course, these words of the Lord do not teach us to sit idle with folded hands and simply hope in God, but teach us to occupy ourselves in blessed labors, and, even in our labors, to hope in the blessing of God, in success in our undertakings, in the gift of all that is needful. Further, the Lord says: which of you, by worrying, can add one cubit to his stature? (Mt 6:27). Does not everything depend on God? And if our body, in all its functions—in its nourishment and in its growth—depends on God, as the work of His hands, of His wisdom, goodness, and omnipotence, then is not our food, too, in His hands? Does He not Himself grant the food for our growth and strength? Why, then, do we consider our food, as it were, foreign to His Providence? Oh, truly His Providence feeds not only us, but every worm, every insect! And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I say to you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? (Mt 6:28-30).

By the words: why do you worry about clothing — the Lord teaches us to have no attachment to clothing, just as He said before that we should have no attachment to food and drink. It is not possible to have no care at all for clothing: we must take care that our clothing be decent, clean; those whose task it is must occupy themselves with spinning, weaving, sewing. The Most Pure Virgin Mary Herself wove and sewed with Her own most pure hands, as the Savior’s tunic, woven by Her virgin hands, shows. But an unceasing preoccupation with fine dress, which turns our heads, is wholly contrary to the spirit of the Gospel: it makes us vain, petty, and gives rise, in many, to unchastity and pride. If fine clothing were as necessary to us as its flower is to some plant, then our heavenly Father would not have failed to array us a thousand times more beautifully than the roses and the lilies, or the peacocks; but it is known that our clothing is a temporary covering, or a temporary bandage on a wound—for clothing came into being as a consequence of sin, when people came to know their own nakedness; and is it worth adorning the bandages on a wound? Ought we not rather to care how the wound might be healed the sooner—that is, how we might the sooner be cleansed of sin? Is it reasonable to sew costly bandages for these sinful wounds, and to take pride in these bandages, as though in something praiseworthy? Does this not increase, all the more, the stench of sin? Let us remember that in baptism all of us received a garment of incorruption, a garment of the righteousness of Christ. Let us take care, then, for this garment of righteousness; let us keep this garment; let it be our adornment. If we keep it, then in the age to come the Lord will clothe us with a garment of glory, will clothe us with eternal light, as He Himself is clothed with light as with a garment.

So then, let me close this talk with the very words of the Savior: do not be anxious and do not say: what are we to eat? or what are we to drink? or what are we to dress in? because the pagans seek all this, and because your Heavenly Father knows that you have need of all this (Mt 6:31-32). Do you hear? By the Lord’s own word—all who care about what to eat and what to drink, or what to wear, and do not think about the works of God, about keeping His commandments, are pagans, not Christians. Seek then, first of all, God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, and all this will be added to you (Mt 6:33). Every master, every lord, feeds, gives drink, and clothes his servants; how much more, then, will the Lord God feed and clothe us, if we are His servants? If He feeds and clothes those who do not serve Him, who do not know Him, how much more will He not forget those who serve Him? Amen.
Instruction for the Third Sunday After Pentecost

The lamp of the body is the eye. So then, if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness (Mt 6:22-23).

The meaning of today’s Gospel reading may be summed up briefly as follows: the human soul is darkened by the darkness of countless sins, and for this reason is in extreme peril, threatened, should it fail to repent and amend, with eternal torment. Meanwhile people think and care least of all for the enlightenment and salvation of their soul, and give all their care to the brief and swiftly passing body and to the goods of the body—food, drink, clothing, dwelling—to the evident, ruinous harm and injury of their soul. In today’s Gospel the Lord gently exposes this senselessness of ours, and teaches us to care first and foremost for the soul: is not the soul more than food? (Mt 6:25)—and to seek above all the Kingdom of God, which is within us (Lk 17:21) and ought to be, as we are made in the image and likeness of God—and the righteousness of God, since we live in every kind of unrighteousness, burdened with countless sins.

For the sake of clarity and persuasiveness, the Lord brings into His speech comparisons drawn from visible things. He takes as His example our eye and our body. The lamp of the body, He says, is the eye. So then, if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So then, if the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness? (Mt 6:22-23).

By the eye we ought to understand our heart or mind, and by the body our being, our life, for which the heart is the same as the eye is for the body. If a man’s heart is pure, his conscience pure, then our whole being too is pure and full of light, our whole life holy, all our deeds good and blameless. But if the heart is cunning and impure, and the conscience cunning, then our whole being is cunning too, our whole life cunning—all our thoughts, feelings, actions. So then, if your heart, your conscience, is already darkness, then how dark, how wrong, how cunning, how ruinous must your whole life be? Is this not clear? Yes indeed: for we are all convinced of this by the experience of life; we see it either in ourselves or in other people.

No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (Mt 6:24). St. Chrysostom explains these words of the Savior thus: God has said, once and for all, that service to God and to mammon cannot be joined together. Do not say, then, that both can be joined together. For when mammon commands you to seize what belongs to another, while God commands you to give away even your own property; when God commands you to lead a chaste life, while mammon commands you to live in debauchery; when mammon commands you to drink to excess and to overeat, while God, on the contrary, commands you to restrain your belly; when God commands you to despise the present goods of this world, while mammon commands you to cling to them with your heart; when mammon makes you marvel at marble, walls, and carpets, while God commands you to despise all this and to honor true wisdom instead—how, after this, can you say that service to God and to mammon can be joined together? For this reason the Savior adds: do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?.. (Mt 6:25) and a little further on He says: after all these things the pagans seek; your Heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you (Mt 6:32-33). It is evident, from the sense of this passage, that the Lord does not forbid caring for the acquiring or laying up of earthly goods for one’s daily provision, or for the paying of one’s dues, but forbids only excess, an exclusive care for earthly things—a care that swallows a man whole and estranges him from God, from the Church, from divine worship, from the fulfillment of the Christian duty of fasting, confession, and Communion of the Holy Mysteries, from works of mercy—a care that leaves him no room to think of eternal life, of his eternal lot to come.

Brethren, Christians! Let us set our minds more on heavenly things than on earthly, where Christ sits at the right hand of God (Col 3:1-2). After death we shall need nothing earthly—neither food, nor clothing, nor money, nor houses—but shall need only love, and the works of love. Food is for the belly, and the belly for food; but God will destroy both the one and the other (1Cor 6:13). Amen.
A Talk for the Third Sunday After Pentecost, I

The lamp of the body is the eye. So then, if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness (Mt 6:22-23).

First of all I thank the Lord, that He has called me, through His faithful servant, the high-ranking governor of this first-throned capital of Russia, to serve the Divine Liturgy in this cozy, comely temple, where he is accustomed always to pour out his soul before God in prayer; for, not having celebrated the bloodless sacrifice for five days now, and not having partaken of the Divine food, I have felt within myself a want of the grace of God. What I desired, I have received. The Liturgy has been celebrated; the Divine food has been prepared; I have been found worthy to taste of the Mystical Supper. Glory to You, O Lord, for Your favor to me. Now I make bold to say a few words, for the edification and spiritual benefit of myself and of all who stand here, on the occasion of today’s Gospel reading, in which the Divine Teacher and Author of our faith, the Lord Jesus Christ, speaks of the darkening of the eyes of our heart by worldly passions and sinful inclinations, and of the unnatural duality in our soul, engendered by our own excessive and untimely cares and concerns for the things of this life, often empty and worthless—a duality that sets up, for a man, strong barriers, unconquerable by himself without the special help of God, to the fulfillment of those works of righteousness and holiness for which he was created in the beginning—a duality that overturns the order of life appointed us by God. In closing today’s Gospel the Lord proclaims to us: seek first of all God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, and all this — that is, earthly goods: food, clothing, and the rest — will be added to you (Mt 6:33)—that is, shall be given as it were as an addition, without our own special cares and concerns.

The Lord proclaims: the lamp of the body is the eye. So then, if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So then, if the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness? (Mt 6:22-23). Here is a parable, a comparison. The Lord likens our soul, or our life with its deeds, to the human body, and the mind and the heart to the eye. What the eye is to the body, the mind or the heart is to our soul. If the mind and the heart are enlightened, cleansed, made strong in faith, hope, and love, in goodness, then the whole soul, the whole life of a man, shines with the light of knowledge, faith, uprightness, and good deeds; but if our eye, that is, the mind and the heart, is bad and cunning—that is, if the mind and the heart are not enlightened, not formed, not cleansed of superstitions, prejudices, passions, are not free from weak faith, unbelief, and religious ignorance—then the whole soul and the whole life of that man will be bad and dark, full of stumbling, error, passions, and disfigurement. Confirmation of this evident truth may be seen always and everywhere. By what, then, is the eye of our heart darkened? It is darkened by self-love, self-conceit, and pride; by love of pleasure, indulgence of the flesh, and love of gain; by lying and injustice; by love of material things—in general, by an excessive love for this earthly life, with a forgetfulness of eternity; by favoritism and hypocrisy, ill-will and envy; by trust in one’s own reason, or in scholarly inquiries in the field of religion, to which a higher significance is given than to the revelation of God; by despondency, faintheartedness, despair, sloth and idleness, intemperance, drunkenness, and every kind of sin.

No one can serve two masters, says the Lord: for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon (Mt 6:24)—that is, God and riches; God and the world with its corrupted customs. This is a law eternal, unalterable, unchangeable. Our soul is by nature divine and immortal; its greatness is immeasurable; a single human soul, taken by itself, is worth more than the whole visible world, material and passing as it is; the salvation of our soul was bought at a boundless price—the blood and death of the Son of God; and it ought to serve wholly, in faith and love, God our Redeemer, and not the adulterous and sinful world, not perishable, swiftly passing riches, which not infrequently open the way to every worldly pleasure and vice; not the ruler of this world, the devil, in whose hands the riches of this world are often a dangerous trap for man’s ruin. You cannot serve God and mammon: why? Because our soul, as spirit, is simple, foreign to every complexity or duality, as our Lord God is simple; and it cannot be double without perverting its own nature: duality is the greatest falsehood of life; whoever is double destroys himself. A man whose soul is double is trusted by no one, as soon as it is known that he is double, and not one and whole; on the contrary, holy simplicity and uprightness in a man are respected by all honest and well-meaning people. Therefore I say to you, the Lord continues: do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? (Mt 6:25). Man, in the blindness of his mind, is so carried away by the cares and concerns of this life that he has set his immortal soul and its spiritual needs below his corruptible and perishing body and its needs: he values food more than his own soul, and values the clothing that covers the body—a body created by the Creator with such wisdom—above the body itself. If the Lord has given us a body and implanted in its nature certain needs, then, of course, He will not deprive us of what the body needs, and will give us everything in abundance, if only we ourselves do not pervert God’s order, and care, first of all, for the fulfillment of our high calling, and not for the pleasures of the flesh and the satisfaction of our own vanity. Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; and your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much better than they? (Mt 6:26). The Lord points us to His own Providence over these carefree creatures, not, of course, that we should have no care at all for lower things, but in order to show us His own watchful and special, extraordinary Providence for man: if God has given man something incomparably greater—has given us His whole Self, even as food and drink, His own Divine Body and His own Blood—how, then, will He not give us the lesser, the trifling thing—bodily food and drink!

And which of you, by worrying, can add one cubit to his stature? (Mt 6:27). As absurd as it would be for any one of us to worry about increasing his own physical height, even by a single cubit, so no less absurd and pitiable are our unceasing cares for the body alone, for which the Lord has created and provides everything needful in abundance. And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I say to you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? (Mt 6:28-30). Here the Lord points to the beautiful, but perishable, flowers of the field, as an example to us, that we might not care too much for perishable clothing, for the perishable adornment of our own perishable body, but might care instead for the imperishable adornment of our imperishable souls with faith and good deeds, with meekness, righteousness, love; and that we might remember that there is prepared for us an imperishable, incomparable, eternal beauty and glory in the heavens—a beauty and glory before which every earthly beauty and glory is as nothing: for the Lord will clothe us in His own glory, and the righteous will shine forth like the sun in the Kingdom of their Father (Mt 13:43).

In concluding the Gospel, the Lord says: so then, do not be anxious, and do not say: what are we to eat? or what to drink? or in what to dress ourselves? because the pagans seek all this, and because your Heavenly Father knows that you are in need of all this (Mt 6:31-32). It belongs to pagans, not to Christians, to care only for earthly needs and pleasures. Christians are called to an eternal, imperishable life; but the pagans are darkened in their understanding, and what has been revealed to us has not been revealed to them; they do not know the all-loving heavenly Father, and His Only-Begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit; they do not know the most sweet and faithful promises of God, given to us, and therefore act thus, in a darkened mind. Seek, then, first of all, God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, says the Lord, and all this will be added to you (Mt 6:33). This, then, is what we must seek first of all, must strive for with all our strength: that the Lord might reign in our hearts with His own eternal righteousness, that He might govern our thoughts, our desires, our intentions, our actions, our whole life.

The voice of our Divine Teacher has fallen silent; I too will bring my own feeble word to a close. Amen.
A Word for the Third Sunday After Pentecost

I say to you: do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? (Mt 6:25).

In today’s Gospel our Lord Jesus Christ offers all of us most useful and necessary instruction and fatherly comfort, impressing upon us that Heavenly Providence unceasingly and especially cares for all of us. That we might fully and clearly understand today’s Sunday Gospel, let me set it before you in the Russian tongue from beginning to end. Here it is: «The Lord declared: the lamp of the body is the eye. So then, if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So then, if the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness? No one can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. Therefore I say to you: do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; and your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much better than they? And which of you, by worrying, can add one cubit to his stature? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I say to you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So then, do not worry, and do not say: what shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or what shall we wear? for after all these things the pagans seek; and your Heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you» (Mt 6:22-33). Here ends the Gospel. And here is its interpretation: the Lord speaks, at the outset, of the simplicity proper to the nature of our soul, created in the image and likeness of God: if your eye is sound, says the Lord, your whole body will be full of light (Mt 6:22); and of the impossibility of working at once for God and for mammon, for good and for evil. For as God is a simple, undivided being, in three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—so too the human soul is likewise a simple being, though in three powers: mind, word, and spirit, or: reason, heart, and will—for these three powers are one soul; and these three powers ought to be undivided in men—that is, for example: we ought to love God with all our mind, or thought, with all our heart, with all the strength of our will, with all our might, and not with the mind or thought alone. Our mind, or heart, is the same to us as the eye is to the body, the Lord goes on to say: if the eye is clear, bright, then the whole body has light; we walk without stumbling; if a man’s heart is simple, pure, then all his thoughts, desires, words, and actions are likewise simple, pure, well-intentioned, holy, marked with the spirit of love, meekness, righteousness, and truth. If the eye is bad, unclean, dark, then the whole body too is dark. If a man’s heart is unclean, cunning, evil, then all his thoughts too, his desires, words, and his whole life, all his actions, are cunning, unclean, often malicious. For if your mind, your heart, your conscience—these lamps of yours, which the Lord gave you, that they might be a light for you, by the light of the Gospel—if these have already become darkness in you, then how great will that darkness be—what will your thoughts, your desires, your undertakings, all your deeds be like? This will be a fearsome darkness, a forerunner of the darkness of hell, the outer darkness. And indeed, people with a corrupted mind and heart, with a seared conscience, with a depraved will, are ready for anything evil. So then, Christian, guard your lamp—your soul and heart—that your lamp may always burn brightly; watch continually, that it not be darkened by cunning or envy, self-love and indulgence of the flesh, anger and fury, pride and vainglory, sloth and negligence, or despondency and faintheartedness, gluttony and drunkenness, and the other works of darkness. Darkness, the darkness of hell, is constantly striving to darken the lamps of our souls; unceasing attention to ourselves is needed, watchfulness over ourselves; love is needed for the righteousness of God, for the commandments of God, in the keeping of which consists our eternal life—our peace, our honor and our glory, even here on earth—and the keeping of which shows forth our love for God. No one, the Lord goes on to say, can serve two masters (Mt 6:24)—that is, God and the devil, one’s own sinful, passion-ridden flesh, the adulterous and sinful world. If you love your own sinful flesh and fulfill its whims and passions, you will come to hate God, who demands of us righteousness and holiness, a life according to the spirit, the putting to death of the flesh with its passions and lusts. Our flesh is a bad master; for in it, says the Apostle, dwells no good thing, but evil is ever present with it (Rom 7:18-21); we must hate it and its lusts, for the sake of pleasing God, who seeks our holiness and grants us resurrection and eternal life: do not make provision for your flesh, to fulfill its lusts, O Christian, that you may please the Lord, for those who are in the flesh cannot please God (Rom 8:8), says the Apostle.

Therefore I say to you, says the Lord: do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? (Mt 6:25). The Lord forbids us an excessive care for food, drink, and clothing, an attachment to them, but does not forbid an ordinary, reasonable provision for food and clothing; He does not forbid a reasonable care for decency in dress and in the furnishing of one’s home. But we, through our sins, through our attachment to earthly life and to our own body, have perverted, and go on perverting, the order of life established by God: God commands us to care, first of all, for the soul—to keep the commandments of God, to do the righteousness of God, to acquire meekness, freedom from malice, mutual love, holiness, to keep a constant repentance, and in general to strive toward the life to come; but we, on the contrary, care first of all for the body, for food and drink, for various elaborate and fashionable garments, neglecting the soul—and even when we come into the house of God, even there, during the divine services, we do not lay aside our vain cares for food and clothing; and there too the vanity of this life bursts into our hearts, cools them, does not allow us to pray to God sincerely and earnestly, to repent of our sins, which are without number, or to thank the Lord with a fervent soul for His countless mercies. So harmfully do excessive cares for the flesh act upon our soul: they do not let us, even in church, sincerely pray for our own soul, for its salvation; do not allow us to lift ourselves up to Him with our whole heart, to love Him with our whole soul. Attachment to our sinful flesh has turned the whole life of the Christian, so to speak, upside down. From attachment to the flesh come all our sins: self-love, envy, ill-will, miserliness, love of gain, hardness of heart, man-pleasing, servility, intemperance, favoritism, hypocrisy, greed, drunkenness, extravagance, gambling, spectacles, sloth and negligence about the soul’s salvation, laziness in prayer and repentance, impurity, dissoluteness—this whole army of sins, from attachment to the flesh—our own much-sinning flesh has perverted everything, the whole circle of life. So then, Christians, whoever among you wishes to be Christ’s, let him crucify his flesh with its passions and lusts (Gal 5:24). Let us not care excessively for the flesh, and think only of what to eat and drink and what to wear; this is what the pagans seek, who have no notion of the Kingdom of God, and do not seek it; but we, in our baptism, were reborn for the Kingdom of God; we are children of God and heirs of God, joint heirs with Christ (Rom 8:16-17); there is prepared for us in the heavens an inheritance imperishable, unfading; let us seek this, and everything else will be added to us by the Lord: food, and drink, and clothing, and, if it be needful, even glory and honor here on earth, for glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good (Rom 2:10). Amen.
A Word for the Third Sunday After Pentecost (16)

The lamp of the body is the eye: if therefore your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is evil, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness? (Mt 6:22-23).

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ sets before us, in today’s Gospel, moral, saving lessons, and, for greater clarity and comprehensibility, speaks in similitudes and parables. The word concerns the lamp given to every man as a guide on the path of this earthly life—that is, the reason, the conscience, and the heart of man. This lamp of man’s, that is, his reason and conscience, is likened to the bodily eye, which has been given by God the ability to see the objects of the visible world and to distinguish white from black, or one color from another, and likewise things great or small, rough or smooth, comely or uncomely, genuine or false, bright or dark. A healthy, clear eye distinguishes things well; but a sick or damaged eye sees them unclearly and dimly, or perversely, or does not distinguish them at all, sees nothing whatever. So it is also in spiritual matters, with the soul of man. If the reason is truly enlightened by the light of the Gospel, if a man’s conscience is good, upright, truthful, he sees people and all things in their natural form and light, his relations with people are upright, sincere, honest, genuine, Christian; but if a man’s reason is unenlightened, or is enlightened falsely, not in a Christian manner, if his conscience is impure and cunning, his heart unclean, bad, then his outlook on people and on things too is likewise wrong and false; and his thoughts, feelings, and actions are cunning, unclean, un-Christian. Whatever his conscience and heart are—simple or cunning—such too are his thoughts, feelings, words, and actions, such is his whole life. We see this constantly, in ourselves and in others, every day. So then, if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So then, if the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness? (Mt 6:22-23). And yet the human heart is extremely inconstant, and subject to every kind of change: simple and cunning, good and evil, in one and the same man. Living faith, repentance, and prayer sometimes change the human heart completely for the better, and turn a vessel unfit for use into one fit for use and pleasing to God. The Lord says through the prophet Isaiah: put away the evils from your souls… learn to do good (Is 1:16-17), or promises to give people a new heart and a new spirit: a new heart and a new spirit I will give you (Ezek 36:26). Why, then, in man, created in the image of God, are the conscience and heart cunning, instead of being blameless and righteous? — Because the imagination of man’s heart is intent upon evil from his youth (Gen 8:21). First, from our original corruption in our first parents; for after their fall, the first-created humans acquired an unclean conscience and an unclean heart, and passed on this unfortunate inheritance to all their descendants; second, we ourselves too, by our own voluntary and involuntary sins, increase within ourselves this inborn corruption, especially through associating with corrupt people, or through a lack of proper upbringing, through the reading of bad books, through temptations and bad examples; for temptations must needs come, says the Lord, yet woe to the man through whom the temptation comes (Mt 18:7). A cunning heart is a common ailment, a common sin of the descendants of Adam, excepting the righteous, who, by unceasing study of the Holy Scriptures and by the labors of their whole life, have cleansed their soul and heart of a cunning conscience, and have acquired a pure heart and a blameless conscience. From the cunning of the human heart it comes about that our whole life goes somehow perversely, inside out, contrary to the commandments of God—for example, the Gospel says: seek first of all God’s Kingdom and His righteousness, and all this (that is, the needful earthly goods) will be added to you (Mt 6:33); but our earthly, cunning reason, and our earthly, cunning heart, keep telling us: seek first fleshly pleasure, gather riches by every means, gaze at earthly beauty, at earthly treasures, acquire wisdom or experience only of the earthly, worldly kind, and put the salvation of the soul, the Kingdom of Heaven, the pleasing of God, in last place, or leave it altogether, and hand it over to monks, or to people of the clerical calling. The Gospel says: everything earthly is perishable, will pass, will end, will vanish like a dream, like an apparition, like vapor or smoke, but the soul is immortal and eternal, as God is eternal; but the cunning heart looks at things quite the opposite way—everything earthly seems to it, as it were, permanent, contrary to the plain evidence of experience, while the soul seems a mortal thing, dissolving like air. This is why the whole life of people with such a cunning conscience is vicious, dark, hopeless. They give themselves over to earthly pleasures insatiably, give themselves over to a frenzied greed for money, enrich themselves by unlawful means, by oppression, by plunder, by bribe-taking, by embezzling public funds. The Gospel says: give, and it will be given to you (Lk 6:39); but a man with a cunning, covetous, unbelieving heart, trusting in money rather than in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy (1Tim 6:17), says: no—let it be given to me, but I will not give to others; I will seize it all for myself; let riches flow to me like a river, but only I will draw from that river, and let no one else come near it, or take even a drop from it. Such was the rich man in relation to Lazarus. The word of God demands that we conform our own will to the will of God: Your will be done (Mt 6:10; Lk 11:2), says the Lord; but the cunning heart, on the contrary, does its own will, the will of the devil; you are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you wish to do (Jn 8:44), the Lord rebukes the Jews. The Gospel says: love your enemies (Mt 5:44); but the cunning man says: this is impossible, I must avenge myself on my enemies, repay evil for evil, dishonor for dishonor, injury for injury. A cunning eye sees, even in a good man, only what is bad, and refuses to see his good, respectable, and admirable qualities; thus the scribes and Pharisees imagined they saw, even in the God-Man, a liar, a disturber of the people: he flatters the people, they said, he forbids the paying of tribute to Caesar; in general, a cunning eye suspects everything bad, unclean, evil, in people; it judges a man not by his true worth, but by his speech, by his wealth and his standing in the world, by external, trifling advantages; a man with a cunning eye bows in servility before tinsel splendor, and not infrequently humiliates, persecutes, and reviles a virtue that is humble and unremarkable in its outward appearance, because it does not accord with his own views and thoughts. Who is without a cunning eye?—It is noticed even in infants, and to them, it seems, not infrequently, the morsel in the hand of another child seems bigger and better than their own morsel; and envy, greed, cunning, malice, and disobedience are noticed in them too, even though they themselves are not aware of it. Let us all strive, beloved brothers and sisters, to be simple-hearted, conforming ourselves to the divine simplicity; for our God, Three in Persons, who made us in His own image, is a simple Being, the purest Goodness, Holiness; the purest Light, in which there is not a single darkness, for whom sin is impossible, for whom an unrighteous thought is abhorrent. Amen.
A Talk for the Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

In today’s Gospel from Matthew we hear how a Roman centurion asked Jesus Christ to heal his servant, the centurion’s own; of the centurion’s great faith in the Lord’s sovereign power and His almighty authority to do whatever He wills, to heal every sickness with a single word and command, to raise the dead, and so on and so on; further, of how the Lord marveled at the centurion’s simple faith, free of cunning reasoning, and on this occasion uttered words of the greatest weight, instructive for all of us—and finally, of how the Lord rewarded the centurion’s faith with the healing of his servant by a single word.

Here is this Gospel in the Russian tongue: «At that time Jesus entered Capernaum (a city on the sea), and a centurion came to Him, imploring Him: Lord, my servant lies at home paralyzed, grievously tormented. Jesus told him: I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said: Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof, but only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man under authority, but having soldiers under me, I say to one: go, and he goes; and to another: come, and he comes; and to my servant: do this, and he does it. When Jesus heard this, He marveled, and said to those who followed: truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel. And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and will sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven; but the sons of the kingdom will be cast into outer darkness: there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then Jesus said to the centurion: go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you. And his servant was healed that same hour» (Mt 8:5-13). Here today’s Gospel comes to its end.

How good, how gracious, how humble and simple the centurion is in his petition to the Lord for his sick servant! To his petition the Lord replies that He will come in person to his house and heal his servant; but the centurion says to Him: I am not worthy that You should enter my house; but speak only a word, Your almighty word, and my servant will be healed. My own words and commands, he says, are carried out by those under me; but You are God, beginningless, almighty, who brought the whole world from non-being into being by Your own command, and sustain and govern all things by Your own word: therefore a single creative, sovereign word of Yours is fully enough for my servant to be healed, for the sickness to flee and health to return. The Lord, it is said, marveled at such faith, and spoke the following moral lesson to the crowd that followed Him: truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel (Mt 8:10)—that is, among the Jews, the chosen people, brought up in the true faith, who had seen perfect miracles worked among them, many and countless mercies of God. And I say to you, the Lord continues, that many will come from east and west — that is, from various lands and peoples — and will sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (the forefathers of the Jews) in the Kingdom of Heaven, but the sons of the kingdom, that is, the Jews, will be driven into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Mt 8:11-12). We all know how the Jews dealt with Christ the Savior, when He lived and moved among men on earth; many of them did not believe in His Godhead, twisted His words and His miracles every which way—saying, for example, that He deceives the people, that He works miracles by the power of Beelzebub, and the rest—and finally slandered Him before the Roman authority and condemned Him to a shameful death; and for this, those of them who did not repent are condemned to banishment into the outer darkness, and in their place, the place of the Jews, the pagans have been called to the faith of Christ, and among them we too, the Russians, and of these newly called nations, many who pleased God have inherited the Kingdom of Heaven. How many saints have shone forth in faith and life, from the Greek people, the Roman, the Persian, the Russian, and from many other tongues! Let us, then, be thankful from our whole heart to the Lord, that He has called us into His faith and granted us, with it, countless blessings; let us avoid the unbelief and hardness of heart of the Jews, the faithlessness of the Jews, that we too may avoid their fearsome fate. For the centurion’s faith the Lord said to him: go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you. And his servant was healed that same hour (Mt 8:13). Such is the power of faith! Such it was then, and such it is now; for simplicity of faith, as always, so now too, the Lord works miracles both in believers themselves, and according to their faith, works wonders in other people too. And indeed, beloved brothers and sisters, how often, every day, by our faith alone, by a single penitent prayer of faith, the Lord brings us to life, though we are deadened by our sins, has mercy on us, and saves us. How often, and unceasingly, every day, does He heal our souls, sick with passions! How often does He heal, by our faith, bodily sicknesses too! How He shows us countless mercies for the mere calling upon, with faith, of His saving, wondrous Name! One could not count, for their multitude, all the miracles of the Lord’s mercy that the Lord has worked in us, for our faith in His goodness, wisdom, and omnipotence, when we called upon Him earnestly! The Lord accomplishes the miracles of His mercy in us especially when we also live according to our faith, in repentance and virtue, in simplicity, humility, self-restraint, in mutual love, mutual sympathy, and mutual help. For He Himself exhorts us: be merciful, therefore, as your Father also is merciful (Lk 6:36). So then, let us hold fast to our faith in Christ, the Son of God, and let us strive to live according to our faith—in every good order and in the doing of good works. Otherwise the same thing will happen to us that happened to the Jews, and we too, the new Israel, the sons of the Kingdom, will be driven into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth; our Orthodox faith will not save us, if we are of little faith and unfaithful, proud and hardhearted, intemperate, unclean, foul-mouthed, quarrelsome, disobedient, faithless, given to lying, disrespectful, lazy, if we do not bear one another’s burdens and help one another in the needs of this life. Faith without good works is dead (Jac 2:20) and will not save us; for even the demons believe in the Lord and tremble before Him, and yet remain the same demons, and eternal torment, the eternal fire, is prepared for them. Let us, then, examine ourselves, whether we are in the faith, and whether we live according to the faith, whether we repent sincerely, whether we amend ourselves, are we made holy, do we occupy ourselves in blessed labors and works, every day?—Today’s Gospel also teaches us how much the intercession of others before God can mean, when it is joined with faith and love. The believing centurion obtained from the Lord the gift of health for his sick servant; and the servant, without doubt, gave glory to God for his healing, and said a heartfelt «thank you» to his master. This is a lesson to us, to have recourse earnestly to the intercession, on our behalf, of the holy servants of God, for the fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much (Jac 5:16), says the Apostle; and, in general, to the intercession of the Church on our behalf. And we too, every day, ask for the intercession, on our behalf, of the Mother of God, of our Holy Guardian Angel, and of all the saints, by whose prayers and intercession may the Lord God save us all. Amen.
Instruction for the Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

When Jesus heard this (the centurion’s answer), He marveled, and said to those who followed Him: truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel (Mt 8:10).

In today’s Gospel, brethren, the Lord praised the faith of a certain centurion, who asked the Lord to heal his gravely ailing servant. It happened thus: the Savior entered the city of Capernaum; His disciples followed Him, and a great multitude of people. Here a centurion comes to Him with a bow, and says to Him: «Lord! my servant lies at home paralyzed, grievously tormented. Jesus told him: I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said: Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof, but only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man under authority, but having soldiers under me, I say to one: go, and he goes; and to another: come, and he comes; and to my servant: do this, and he does it. When Jesus heard this, He marveled, and said to those who followed: truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel. Then Jesus said to the centurion: go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you. And his servant was healed that same hour» (Mt 8:6-10,13).—Why, then, did the Lord marvel at the centurion’s faith, and praise it so highly as to say: I have not found such faith among the Jews, who knew from the Scriptures of the coming to earth, in the flesh, of the almighty Son of God?—Because, brethren, the centurion’s faith was of the most reasonable kind (not blind), and the most simple, exalted, and firm. His words to the Lord are simple, spoken from an upright soul; what, one might think, is so special in them? And yet there is: in these simple words of the centurion is seen his most firm assurance of the divine dominion and omnipotence of the Lord. I too, O Lord, he says to the Lord, as it were, am a man in authority; but my authority is but a worthless likeness of Your authority over the whole world; and if I, a worthless commander, command this or that man under me to do this or that, and they do it, then will not everything be done that You wish, at Your word? You are the Creator and Master of all things, and all creation obeys Your word. Only speak the word, then, and my servant will be healed. See, brethren, how bright, how simple, and how firm the centurion’s faith in the Savior’s divine omnipotence is? Such faith the Lord Jesus Christ seeks among us too. And whoever has such faith, let him hope to receive from Him whatever he asks. Do you need the cleansing of your sins? You will receive it. Healing from sickness?—You will be healed. Do you need help in your affairs? You will receive it. So, brethren, when you ask something of God, have the very firmest faith, without the least doubt; be fully assured that for God, the beginningless King of glory, from whom all things have received their being and by whom all things exist, nothing is impossible; that all things obey Him, from the Seraphim to the least blade of grass. He is the God of spirits and of all flesh, and if it pleases Him, that which does not exist will come into existence, that which was not created He will create anew. He calls those things which do not exist as though they did (Rom 4:17). You all know that even an absolute earthly king does, in his own state, whatever he wishes; he speaks his royal word to his subjects, and the whole kingdom responds with readiness to obey him and does what the king wishes; for example, the Sovereign spoke his word, that the lower agricultural class in our fatherland should be free—and millions of people are free, and bless the tsar for his good rule. But if the word of a king, who is a man like all the rest of us, accomplishes so much in his kingdom, and his word is obeyed by all, then what will the word of God not accomplish in His infinite Kingdom? If a king corrects the wrongs in his kingdom, and safeguards what he has corrected with laws, then what wrongs will the Master of all not correct—especially when these wrongs, in His own creation, arise precisely from our own wrongful, unlawful life, and as a punishment for our own wrongs, our own lawless deeds? So then, believe, all of you, simply, firmly, without doubting, that for God, in His infinite Kingdom, nothing is impossible, and that His word is obeyed by all things. Is it needful to stop the sun, to extinguish the stars, to move mountains from their place, to turn fire into dew, to turn water into wine or wine into blood, stones into people, to make the sick well, to bring the dead to life, to justify the repentant sinner, to make the lowly and the poor noble and rich, and the rich poor—all this will be, has been, and is, by His word. Believe thus, then, when you pray to God, and you will receive everything, and the Lord will say to you, as He said to that centurion: go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you (Mt 8:13). Amen.
A Word for the Fourth Sunday After Pentecost

Go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you: and his servant was healed that same hour (Mt 8:13).

Today, in the Gospel read at the Liturgy, Holy Church sends us to learn a God-pleasing faith and love for our neighbor—from a Roman centurion.

In the city of Capernaum, a certain centurion—a pagan or idolater by name, but a theologian by his own reasoning and by his own deeds—had a servant who fell gravely ill. Although, as we see from the centurion’s own words, he had many soldiers and servants under his command, he himself goes to plead for his sick servant before the almighty Physician of men, that He might heal him. Notice what a good master he was to those under him—simple, loving them as a father loves his own children; what a firm faith, with hope and humility, was in him. His servant fell ill, and he has recourse for help to the Lord, in whom he had come to believe, and says: «Lord! my servant lies at home paralyzed, grievously tormented. Jesus told him: I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said: Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof, but only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I too am a man under authority, but having soldiers under me, I say to one: go, and he goes; and to another: come, and he comes; and to my servant: do this, and he does it» (Mt 8:6-9). Notice again here how simple and how strong the centurion’s faith is in the Lord’s almighty authority: I too, he says, am a man under authority, yet all those under me and my own servants obey me and do what I wish, while You are the beginningless Master of creation; You made all things: all creation is subject to You; nothing is impossible for You: only speak a single word, and my servant will be healed. Having heard the centurion’s plea, «Jesus marveled, and said to those who followed Him: truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel» (Mt 8:10)—in Israel, that is, among the Jews, who had been brought up from childhood in the true faith; «and I say to you, the Lord goes on to say, that many will come from east and west, and will sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom of Heaven; but the sons of the kingdom — that is, the Jews (and some future Christians) — will be cast into outer darkness: there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then Jesus said to the centurion: go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you. And his servant was healed that same hour» (Mt 8:11-13). Here, then, is the great reward for the centurion’s faith! His servant was healed at once! Let us believe in the same way, and let us ask in the same way, for ourselves or for others. But let us note carefully what precisely made the centurion’s petition pleasing to the Lord: first, that it came from the centurion’s good and simple heart; second, that he, the centurion, asked the Lord with a firm, unwavering faith in His almighty word; third, that he asked the Lord from a loving heart, for he loved his servant, and in general those under him, as a father loves his children. Let us too believe in this way, and ask in this way, for ourselves and for others—I say it again—and we shall receive from the Lord what we ask, so long as what we ask for is good and beneficial for our souls and bodies, and not some mere whim.

Let us examine ourselves now and see: what is our faith like—is it like the Roman centurion’s? And is our simplicity of heart like his, is our love for our neighbors like the centurion’s love for his servants? Alas! Today many Christians have no faith at all, and Christian love has become a rarity.—More than that: many revile the faith itself, and the Church, and believers, asking why they believe, why they do not live as they, the unbelievers, live; why they too do not go to their ruin, as they do? So then, let me repeat: learn faith, brethren, from the centurion; learn to ask the Lord for everything as he asked Him for his servant’s healing; learn also to live in the same simplicity, the same humility, the same meekness and love, in which he lived. The Lord is now the same as He was then; He is now just as near to us as He was then; He is now the same almighty Wonderworker, Physician, Savior, Helper, as then. And He is now just as approachable to all who come to Him with faith and repentance as He was then; He is now the same rich Giver of every heavenly and earthly good, as He was then, and before that, and forever.

Let us always pray to God, for ourselves and for others, for every gift, in simplicity and freedom from malice of heart, with firm faith and hope, in heartfelt repentance, with humility and love: and we shall never be put to shame in our hope. See, we prayed to the Lord, all together, in church, a week ago, for the gift of rain for the parched, thirsting earth, and He, swift to hear and abundant in mercy, sent an abundant rain, which poured for several days, and gladdened the face of the earth, had mercy, and was bountiful to men and to their cattle. Let us thank Him with our whole heart for the fulfillment of our petitions, praying His Goodness that He would not forsake us in the future either, in whatever we shall ask of Him in our needs. And how many of these needs we all have! They are without number: our soul has its own many needs, and the body its own. But the needs of the soul are infinitely more important than the needs of the body, for the soul is immortal and the image of God, while the body is perishable; therefore we must ask the Lord, first, for the fulfillment of the soul’s needs—for instance, that He would multiply in us faith, hope, and Christian love, that He would grant us a pure heart, a broken and humble spirit, an unfeigned repentance, full of the fruits of good works—and only then for the granting of all that is needful for the body: health, favorable weather, an abundance of the fruits of the earth, cheapness in all the necessities of life, success in earthly affairs and undertakings needful for the common good and for one’s own, and the rest.

If we ask in this way, we shall never be put to shame in our prayer and in our hope.

Glory be to the Lord from all, forever. Amen.
Instruction for the Fourth Sunday After Pentecost (20)

The centurion answered the Lord and said: Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof; but only speak a word, and my servant will be healed (Mt 8:8).

In today’s Gospel, my brethren, there was set before you the sacred account of the miraculous healing, by Jesus Christ, of the servant of a Roman centurion in the city of Capernaum. The servant was healed by a single word of the Savior, on account of the great faith and humble petition of the centurion, a pagan who had come in person to the Divine Physician. Lord! the centurion said to Him, my servant lies at home paralyzed, grievously tormented. Jesus told him: I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said: Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof, but only speak a word, and my servant will be healed; for, he continued, I too am a man under authority, but having soldiers under me, I say to one: go, and he goes; and to another: come, and he comes; and to my servant: do this, and he does it. When Jesus heard this, the Gospel goes on to say, He marveled, and said to those who followed Him: truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel — that is, among the Jews; and, a little further on, the Lord says to him, go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you. And his servant was healed that same hour (Mt 8:5-13). Happy the servant, to have had so good, so kind, so believing a master! Worthy of every praise, too, is the master, who loved his servant as a father, and looked upon Jesus Christ and His works with a simple faith! He will now, and at the dread judgment, at the Lord’s second coming, serve to expose the unbelief and cunning of many, many present-day Christians, who do not believe in the Lord and boldly deny His miracles and His second coming, saying: where is the promise of His coming (2Pet 3:4) and the end of the age? (Mt 24:3). Or, what amounts to the same thing—that there will be no second coming at all. But let us leave these foolish and proud unbelievers, and let us instead speak together, you and I, of faith, for our own edification and salvation, and of how harmful unbelief is—how it pushes away from us the saving right hand of God. What, then, shall we now say of faith? This: that faith in the Lord, in His word—a living, unwavering faith—is the key to the inexhaustible treasury of all the gifts of God, a life-giving power, granted by God to simple souls, who do not reason cunningly, and to humble ones, and drawing down upon them the riches of God’s bounty. Let us prove this with examples. The example of the Roman centurion is before our eyes: his simple, firm faith in the omnipotence of Jesus Christ astonished the Lord Himself, and at once drew down upon the centurion and his sick servant the mercy of God: go your way, and as you have believed, so let it be done for you. And his servant was healed that same hour (Mt 8:13).

Two blind men cry out to Jesus Christ for the healing of their eyes: Son of David, have mercy on us! The Lord commands that they be brought to Him, and asks them: do you believe that I am able to do this? And when they answered: we believe — He healed them, saying: according to your faith let it be to you: and immediately their eyes were opened (Mt 9:27-30).

Once a paralyzed man is brought to Jesus Christ, and the Lord, seeing the faith of those who carried him, said to the paralytic, for their faith’s sake: be of good cheer, child; your sins are forgiven you; rise, take up your bed, and go to your house; and the sick man arose, took up his bed, and went home (Mt 9:2,6,7).

A woman with an issue of blood, ill with her ailment for twelve years, the Lord healed for her faith, through her touching His garment, saying: be of good cheer, daughter! your faith has made you well (Mt 9:22).

But once there was an occasion with the Savior’s own disciples: a certain father had a demon-possessed son, and brought him to them for healing, but they could not heal him. Why was this? Because of the unbelief of this sick boy’s father—and of Christ’s own disciples. O faithless and perverse generation! How long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? — the Lord said to this father and to those standing there. Bring him here to Me. And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon went out of him, and the boy was healed that very hour. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said: why could we not cast him out? Jesus said to them: because of your unbelief; and He added: I say to you: if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, «move from here to there,» and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting (Mt 17:14-21). And yet the apostles fell, at times, into the temptation of unbelief only up until the descent of the Holy Spirit upon them on the day of Pentecost; but after the descent of the Holy Spirit they never again fell into unbelief, but always had an unshakeable faith, and by it worked countless miracles: healed every kind of sickness, cast out demons by a word, raised the dead. The holy servants of God, of ancient and of more recent times, have worked, by faith, a multitude of miracles, as you yourselves have heard and read. How many even in our own day have received, by their faith, numerous healings, wondrous deliverance from misfortunes and calamities, from the tormenting of demons! How many have been miraculously healed by receiving the Life-Giving Mysteries of the Body and Blood of Christ! How many healings have there been, and are there still, from the relics of the holy servants of God, or from wonder-working holy icons, or simply from sincere prayer, offered in faith and repentance, to the Lord and His Most Pure Mother, or to the holy servants of God? A certain devout pastor, an acquaintance of mine, told me sincerely that, by a prayer of faith, in simplicity of heart, he had obtained from the Lord and the Most Pure Mother of God a multitude of wondrous mercies of God for simple people who had asked for his prayerful help, and, in proof of this, was ready to bring before me, in person, all those who had been found worthy of God’s merciful visitation and could testify, with their own living voice, to the truth of his words. I, he said of himself, am an ordinary mortal, a much-sinning man, no different from other people in any feats of asceticism—neither fasting, nor all-night vigils of prayer; I allow myself to eat and drink what is permitted, at home and among others—but I have faith in the Lord, I live in constant repentance, I thank the Lord for everything I receive from His bounty: and I am not put to shame. Every day I receive salvation from the life-originating right hand of God; every day the Lord surrounds me with the joys of deliverance. If anyone asks me to pray with him for himself, I do not refuse, so long as I notice in the one who asks a sincere faith and a sincere desire for salvation: and faith and hope are never put to shame.

See, then, brethren: even in our own time, so poor in faith, a believer can still ask of the Lord all that is needful for salvation. Believe, then, all of you, without doubting, in the Lord, who abides with us, and will abide with us, all the days until the end of the age; live piously, repent sincerely, amend your life, ask of the Lord, with unwavering faith, for what is good and beneficial—and you shall receive it. Amen.
A Word for the Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Today’s Gospel reading tells of the Lord’s casting out of demons from two demon-possessed men, who came out of the tombs of the country of the Gergesenes, so fierce that no one dared pass that way. Here is this Gospel in the Russian tongue. At that time Jesus Christ arrived at the other shore of the Sea of Galilee, in the country of the Gergesenes, and behold, He was met by two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, that is, out of the caves, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, saying: what have we to do with You, Jesus, Son of God? You have come here to torment us before the time. Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. So the demons begged Him, saying: if You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine. And He told them: go. So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. Then those who kept them fled, and went away into the city and told everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region. So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city (Mt 8:28-34,9:1), that is, Capernaum. Here ends this Gospel reading.

So then, the Gospel speaks of demon-possessed men, of the casting out of the demons, of their entering, with the permission of Jesus Christ, into a herd of swine, and the destruction of the herd in the sea—of the request of the citizens of the city of Gadara that the Lord depart from them, and of His crossing back to the other shore, and His arrival in Capernaum. The account is clear in itself. It tells of two unfortunate men, possessed by evil spirits. This means that, contrary to the stubborn unbelief and false conviction of certain half-educated, misguided people, evil spirits do exist in the world, and do their ruinous work, which consists chiefly in the destruction of people and in causing them various vile harms. Jesus Christ Himself, the Only-Begotten Son of God, came into the world in order to destroy the works of the devil and to conquer him with all his host. For this the Son of God appeared, that He might destroy the works of the devil (1Jn 3:8), says the Apostle John the Theologian. The half-learned clever men will not persuade us that there are supposedly no evil spirits; for to deny their existence is to deny the whole of Holy Scripture, to deny Christianity, to consider the faith of Christ, and the coming to earth of Christ God, and His whole divine dispensation, as though needless; and finally, it is to deny plain facts; for evil spirits did harm and destroy people in former times, and now too they do harm to people in various ways and destroy the careless, by the permission of God—and just as they were once cast out of people by the Lord, or, by His grace, by holy men, so they are cast out now too. So then, demons and the demon-possessed existed then, and exist now. What kinds of demon-possessed people, then, are there today? There are demon-possessed people of two kinds: the true demon-possessed, of the sort mentioned in the Gospel, who are shut up in madhouses—the demonically afflicted, whom the demons torment especially when such sick people are brought to some holy object, or when the Cherubic Hymn is sung in church at the Great Entrance—and the demon-possessed under the guise of those who are agitated, darkened, and driven mad by various passions: anger and malice, envy, strong fleshly passion, drunkenness, or a passion for gain, for hoarding money and increasing it with interest, pride, ambition and vainglory, and the rest; to a special kind of the demon-possessed must be reckoned the so-called liberalizing people—that is, those who think too freely, contrary to Christian and to all sound sense, the so-called nihilists, who deny the Christian faith, and Christ, and the Church, prayer and the Mysteries, the immortality of the soul, the resurrection of the dead, judgment and recompense according to each man’s deeds; among their number there are such evil demons in human form that they set themselves the goal of overthrowing the order of the state, of overthrowing the thrones of kings, of sacrilegiously attacking the very lives of God’s own anointed, whose life and safety ought to be inviolable; of setting fire to houses and every kind of structure, of destroying people’s property, and of turning the earth into a hell, a place of tears and groaning. Such, then, are the demon-possessed of our own time—demon-possessed knowingly, by their own free will, by their own evil heart. O may the Lord deliver us from these evil creatures, for whom the eternal fire is kept, together with the devil! And let us guard ourselves against another kind of possession—puffed-up pride, envy, anger, malice, hatred, irritability, fleshly passion, drunkenness, gluttony, foul speech, love of gain, hardness of heart, the oppression of one’s neighbors, abuse, quarrels, strife, despondency, despair, and the rest of the passions, which estrange us from God and cast us under the power of the devil.

Let us take note, too, in today’s Gospel, of the insolence of the demons, and of their own acknowledgment of the eternal torments prepared for them. When the demon-possessed men met Jesus Christ, the demons that were in them cried out: what have we to do with You, Jesus, Son of God! You have come here to torment us before the time (Mt 8:29).

See what diabolical pride and insolence! What have we to do with You? they say—as though they were not subject to the dominion of God, which extends even over the whole satanic kingdom! Yet soon, feeling an unbearable torment at the presence of Jesus Christ and His invincible power, they lower their tone and say: if You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine — a fitting request: the unclean ask to enter the unclean; it seems that the demon-possessed men too had fallen under their possession for an unclean life. The Lord commanded them, and they entered the herd of swine, and drowned it all in the water. And what if they had been permitted to do the same to men? They would have destroyed all men in an instant. But they dare not do this to men; instead they torment them, by God’s permission, only so much as to bring them to their senses. The Lord permitted the swine to be destroyed in order to show the ferocity and fierceness of the demons, and so that the idolatrous inhabitants of the Gergesene country might know what awaits them, if they do not repent and believe in Him, in Jesus Christ—namely, that eternal torment together with the demons awaits them. It is remarkable that the demons themselves expect eternal torments, and tremble—while some people do not believe in them, and do not tremble before them, and are not afraid to sin. And indeed, the inhabitants of the Gergesene country did not believe in Him, and asked Him to depart from them: and He crossed over to the other side. Ah, brothers and sisters, woe would be ours, eternal woe, without Jesus Christ, without faith in Him, without His grace, without good works, without unfeigned repentance. A man who lives without faith in Jesus Christ, without repentance and good works, becomes a plaything of ruinous passions, each more tormenting than the last—a house full of demons, like the demon-possessed men just mentioned, liable to eternal torment, fuel for the eternal fire. Let us live in repentance and virtue. Let us always be with Jesus Christ. Amen.
A Word for the Fifth Sunday After Pentecost (22)

Today at the Liturgy there was read, my beloved brethren and sisters in Christ, the Gospel from Matthew, of the Lord’s casting out of demons from two demon-possessed men, exceedingly fierce. Word for word, this Gospel reads thus in the Russian tongue: at that time (in those days), when Jesus Christ arrived at the other shore of the Lake of Gennesaret, in the country of the Gergesenes, He was met by two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, that is, out of the caves where the dead were buried, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way. And behold, they cried out, saying: what have we to do with You, Jesus, Son of God? You have come here to torment us before the time. Now a good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. So the demons begged Him, saying: if You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine. And He told them: go. So when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. Then those who kept them fled, and went away into the city and told everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him to depart from their region. So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city (Mt 8:28-34,9:1), that is, Capernaum. Here ends the Gospel of today’s Sunday.

What does it teach us, brethren?—First, this truth: that the Lord Jesus Christ is the almighty Creator and Master of all creatures, seen and unseen, angels and men, every living creature, and even the demons themselves, who were in the beginning created good, but afterward themselves fell into malice and cunning, fell away from God, and were cast down from heaven into the abyss; second, it teaches this truth: that without God’s permission the demons cannot do any harm to any creature, and if it is permitted them by God to torment people, it is permitted for the punishment and correction of sinning people, for their various wrongs and sins, and for their amendment, as is seen from the Lord’s own instruction to the demon-possessed man, after healing him, according to the account of the Evangelist Luke; third, it teaches this truth: that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and a dread judgment from the Lord upon all people, living and dead, and upon all the evil spirits, and a fitting recompense to all—for the evil spirits, an eternal fire, suited to their spiritual, bodiless nature, as also for all unrepentant sinners; but for righteous and truly repentant people, eternal life. The demons say to the Lord, through the demon-possessed men: what have we to do with You, Jesus, Son of God? You have come here to torment us before the time (Mt 8:29). See—even the demons believe in Him, as the Son of God and as their own future fearsome and righteous Judge, who has prepared eternal torment for them; but the nihilists of our own day surpass even the demons in their madness, because they do not believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, nor in the Church, nor in the immortality of the human soul; they do not believe in the resurrection, or in the judgment to come; they do not even acknowledge the existence of angels and evil spirits—which is why they are such desperate people, capable of every evil—of murder, arson, plunder—and do not acknowledge the God-established earthly authorities, and do only their own devilish and ruinous will. Fourth, the Gospel teaches that the power over every breath, every life, is in the hands of God; and to whomever the Lord wishes, He grants life; and from whomever He wishes to take it, He takes it away. Thus the demon-possessed men could have perished, in a single instant, from the malice of the demons, but the Lord did not allow the demons to destroy them, but only to torment them, for their own correction and amendment—while He permitted the swine to be destroyed, perhaps as a punishment for the unbelieving inhabitants of the country of Gadara, just as now, for instance, the Lord permits a plague among cattle, for the punishment and correction of people, that they might repent. Fifth, the Gospel instructs us to flee, with all our strength, from all-ruinous passions—pride, envy, hatred, intemperance, drunkenness, foul speech, gluttony, fornication, love of gain, hardness of heart and miserliness, and the whole army of passions; for every human passion, every vice, is a form of possession; every one who hates, is proud, envious, a drunkard, a glutton, a fornicator, an extortioner, a miser, is demon-possessed, a plaything of demons, and if he does not repent and amend, he will inherit the eternal torment prepared for the demons; depart from Me, you cursed, the Lord will say to sinners, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels (Mt 25:41). But it is not enough, brethren, to flee sin; we must also earnestly strive to acquire every virtue: for the Lord created us for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them (Eph 2:10); we must not only refrain from sin, but strive to be holy, as befits Christians, children of God, called to holiness and incorruption. Be holy, as I the Lord your God am holy (Lev 19:2), says the Lord; or: be perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect (Mt 5:48), says Jesus Christ. Let us remember, then, brethren, the lesson set before us by today’s Gospel, and apply it to our life; for this is why the Gospel is read—that we might learn and amend ourselves, while we still have time to learn and to amend. Amen.

Delivered in Moscow, in the house church of Prince V. A. Dolgorukov.
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The Author: Saint John of Kronstadt

Saint John of Kronstadt (1829–1908) was a Russian Orthodox archpriest, pastor, and spiritual writer, and one of the most beloved and influential figures of the late Russian Church. A married parish priest rather than a monk or a bishop, he became renowned across the whole empire for his fervent celebration of the Divine Liturgy, his ministry of prayer and healing, and his tireless charity among the poor of Kronstadt.

He was born Ioann Ilyich Sergiev to a poor clerical family in the far north of Russia, in the village of Sura in the Arkhangelsk province. He was educated at the Saint Petersburg Theological Academy, and in 1855 was ordained to serve at Saint Andrew’s Cathedral in Kronstadt, the naval town near the capital, where he would remain for more than half a century. He gave himself to the destitute of the town, founding the House of Diligence to give work and dignity to the poor, and thousands sought him out for confession, counsel, and prayer.

He is best remembered for his spiritual masterwork My Life in Christ, a collection of reflections drawn from his diaries on prayer, repentance, and the Eucharist, marked throughout by a vivid sense of the reality of God and of the Church’s Mysteries. His many sermons, catechetical talks, and later diaries—among them A Living Ear of Wheat and his Lenten preaching—extend the same ardent, experiential piety, and everywhere his eucharistic realism is stated without reserve.

He reposed in 1908 and was mourned throughout Russia. He was glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia in 1964 and by the Moscow Patriarchate in 1990, and is commemorated on 20 December and on 1 June, the day of his glorification. His writings remain a standard of modern Orthodox spiritual life.
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